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~ Gold Sage Monastery sunday School will start on Sept. 2.

Time: Sept. 2, 2007 to Dec. 16, 2007 Sunday.
( Buddha study cllass 9am to 12am )
-~ Sutra study class 1pm to 3pm)
Fee : Full day session: $100.
Buddha study class only: $70.
Sutra study class only: $50.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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To Study Buddhism, One Must Hold the Precepts

s

XA B +/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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One can tell whether or not people hold the precepts
by looking at whether or not they cry, whether they are emotional,

and whether they lose their tempers.
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No matter how long
we have studied

Buddhism and how many Sutras
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from the Three Treasuries and
Twelve Divisions of the Buddhist
Canon we have studied, the first
thing we must do is control our
emotions. Controlling our emotions
just means holding the precepts. If
you hold the precepts, you will
not cry. People who don't uphold
the precepts cry often.

Those who hold the precepts
refrain from all evil and practice all
good. Crying is one of the evils
committed by the body. It's like
the weapons wielded by bandits--
it can kill. And it's a very inauspicious
sign. If you hold the precepts, you
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won't cry all the time. One can tell
whether or not people hold the pre-
cepts by looking at whether or not
they cry, whether they are emo-
tional, and whether they lose their
tempers. If you understand the pre-
cepts, you will be able to deeply
penetrate the Buddhadharma in its
entirety. If you do not understand
the precepts, you'll just be like a
cloud in the sky, drifting here and
there without any roots or founda-
tion. As students of the Buddhad-
harma, we will find that all Sutras
teach people to hold the precepts,
and none teach people to assume
an affected manner, to do things to
excess, or to fight or argue.

If you truly hold the precepts,
what is there to fight about? What is
there to argue about? If you don't
place importance on the precepts,
then you are only heading toward
the hells and won't be able to get
out. You can fool others, but you
can't fool yourself.

If you truly hold the precepts,
then first of all, you will not cry.
Does that mean you'll always be
laughing? No. I've told you before:
Don't let your knees shake when
sitting; don't whirl your skirt when
standing; don't laugh hysterically
when you're happy; and don't yell or
raise your voice when you're angry.
As it's said, we should "think before
speaking, laugh only when there is
cause for joy, and make sure it is
proper before we take something."
We should always be considerate
of others and not just think of our-

selves.

When we study Buddhism,
the first thing we must do is hold
the precepts. Why is a person
able to refrain from crying and
laughing? Because he or she has
lack
samadhi easily cry and laugh. If

samadhi. People who
you have samadhi, you will have
wisdom. If you lack samadhi, this
means you aren't holding the precepts,
and then even if you say you have
wisdom, it's useless.

Therefore, in studying
Buddhism, we must emphasize the
observance of precepts. Holding the
precepts means watching for and
correcting your own mistakes at
all times; it doesn't mean minding
others' mistakes and not doing
anything to correct your own--
that would be like doing other
people's dirty laundry.

I've said these things to
you today out of earnest concern;
they are meant to help you leave
suffering and attain happiness,
and end birth and death. If you
understand the spirit of my words,
then you will all be able to carry
on. If you do not understand, then
I cannot save you. Even if
Buddha

came, he probably couldn't save

Shakyamuni himself
you if you are too confused by
your emotions. I've spoken very
honestly, and you should listen
earnestly; don't try to be too
clever--like a ghost.
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The Relationship between Reciting Buddha’s Name and Uphloding the Precepts

ﬁ]%{ [ %j‘?l F‘gf&i = U]/ From Handbook of Bodhisattva Precepts for Laypeople
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: We only seek to be reborn in the Western Land. As long as we concentrate on reciting the Buddha’s name and seek
rebirth in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss, it is more than sufficient to have the three Sutras and one Shastra
that are specific to the Pure Land Dharma door. Why do we need to bother talking about the Precepts?

A: In the Sutra of the Contemplation of Limitless Life, Shakyamuni Buddha told Queen vaidehi,

Those who wish to be born in that land should cultivate three types of blessings. The first blessing is cultivated by being
filial to our parents, honoring and serving our teachers and elders, refraining from killing out of kindness, and upholding the
Three Refuges. Being replete in the Precepts and always maintaining proper deportment. The third blessing is cultivated
by making a Bodhisattva’s resolve, deeply believing in cause and effect, reciting the Great Vehicle Sutras, and
encouraging others to cultivate.

After reading this passage, we should know that in order to attain rebirth in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss, we must
hold the Precepts well ourselves and must not transgress the rules of deportment; In the four aspects of deportment: walking,
standing, sitting, and reclining, we should abide by the Buddha’s regulations and act appropriately.

Q: An Upasaka/Upasika who has received the Precepts should recite Amitabha buddha’s name even more. What is the
reason for this?

A: Chapter 16 (the Chapter on Eliminating Evil) of the Sutra on the Upasaka Precepts states:

Wholesome Birth said, “World Honored One! How does the Bodhisattva who has received the Upasaka Precepts
abandon internal and external evils and impure causes and conditions.”

The Buddha replied, “Good man! Lf a Bodhisattva has internal and external evils and impure causes and conditions,
this bodhisattva should practice being mindful of the buddha. If we focus on being mindful of the buddha, we will
depart from these internal and external evils and impure causes and conditions. Accordingly, our compassion
and wisdom will increase.”

We should know that, “The mind creates the Buddha; the mind is the buddha. “When we recite the Buddha’s name,
the buddha’s myriad virtues and adornments aid us in counteracting our impure causes and conditions. Every moment
that we are mindful of the Buddha, we possess the Buddha’s great kindness and compassing. All the myriad evils will
then naturally be extinguished.
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Bodhi-tree King
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— the 2007 Transmission of Lay Bodhisattva Precepts
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By Dharma Master Heng Yun
English Translation By Laura Lin / |
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he 2007 transmission

of the lay Bodhisattva
Precepts at CTTB has been satisfactorily
completed. The two Chinese characters
for the English word “completion” are
“yuan man.” The character “yuan”
means perfection or inclusiveness. In
this context, it means “the light of
the precepts shines perfectly.” The
character “man” means fullness. In
this context, it means to be “full of
the joy of the Dharma.” This time,
all the participants of the precept
transmission -- both the Sangha
members and the lay preceptees —
were very sincere. In fact, their
sincerity greatly adorned CTTB. I
was very fortunate to participate in
the precept transmission this time.
Ever since I received my complete
Bhikshuni precepts, I have participated
in numerous precept transmissions.
However, 1 still learned a lot this
time; I was indescribably touched
by the preceptees’ sincerity, and their
sincerity reminded me to return the
light within to reflect on how I am
upholding the precepts.

Earlier I talked about the
Chinese character “yuan” in the
context of “the light of the precepts
shines perfectly.” However, it
does not mean that you once
you have received the precepts,
you can immediately uphold
them flawlessly, and they will
shine like a transparent pearl.
Rather, the process is not that fast. It
actually requires you to take one
step at a time. However, the seeds
for reaching that goal have been
planted. As for the second character
“man,” as in “full of the joy of the
Dharma,” during the entire precept
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transmission period, CTTB was
surrounded by remarkable and
auspicious energy, and everyone
in the City was full of the joy of
Dharma. There was a laywoman
who lives in CTTB, but was not a
preceptee. She mentioned that she
deeply felt the remarkable and
majestic energy of the precepts,
which filled everyone with the joy
of the Dharma.

The entire precept-transmission
process took six days. During these six
days, in addition to participating in
CTTB’s
preceptees attended special classes to

daily ceremonies, the

learn about the lay Bodhisattva precepts.
The transmission involved six major
and twenty-eight minor Bodhisattva
precepts. In order to teach these
precepts, the Sangha members
divided the precepts into eight
general categories according to
their characteristics. The first six
categories deal with precepts
against killing, against stealing,
against sexual misconduct, against lying, and
against drinking intoxicants, respectively.
The next two categories cover showing
of respect and making offering to the
Triple Jewel. The last category deals
with compassion. In addition to
learning about the precepts, the
classes also covered the guidelines
for deportment and ceremony.
When the classes ended, there was also
an evaluation session. The preceptees
were extremely sincere in their studies.
They took notes and asked questions
in class. Despite their tight schedule,
they even gave up their rest period in
order to ask the Dharma Masters
more questions.

Most of us may have done a

lot of meaningless things in our
lives. However, during the six
precept-transmission  days, many
good men and good women gathered
together to do something meaningful.
Indeed, this is a very important
event in our lives! The Venerable
Master said that, “Taking refuge
with the Triple Jewel is like going
through rebirth with your eyes
open.” If taking refugee with the
Triple Jewel is like this, we can’t
even describe what it is like for you
to receive the Bodhisattva Precepts.
You are very clear about what you
are doing — you have chosen to
cultivate the Bodhisattva Path.
Therefore, by doing so, it is “the
rebirth with your eyes open among
all the rebirths with your eyes
open.”

CTTB, as a place to receive
precepts, is very different from other
places. For example, explaining the
precepts and ceremonial guidelines
alone took about twenty-four to
twenty-five hours. However, the
preceptees still wished to continue
their lessons, saying that “we don’t
have enough time! There are still a
lot of questions that we haven’t
asked.” Nowadays it is very difficult
to find a precept-site that would spend
so much time and energy to explain
the precepts. In CTTB, we teach the
preceptees the correct concepts, so
they will be able to uphold the
precepts in accord with the
Dharma in their daily lives. In this
way, the light of the precepts will
shine brighter and brighter day by
day.

It is not surprising then
that a layperson who observed

7



“the
preceptees were as solemn as if

the preceptees said that,

they were receiving the full precepts
of a monastic.” However, in the midst
of this solemn atmosphere, everyone
was very relaxed; the ceremony was
not meant to make people nervous.
Rather, everyone was cultivating
the wholesome Dharma together.
During the formal transmission of
the Bodhisattva precepts, there is a
phrase describing how the wonderful
and wholesome Dharma of the precepts
will flow into the minds of every
preceptee. So when you received this
wonderful, supreme and wholesome
Dharma, it is planting good seeds in
your mind that will last forever.
During the precept-training
period, one Dharma Master gave a
Dharma lecture, and she talked
about the Bodhi-tree King. She
mentioned that the roots of the tree
are below ground and cannot be
seen. Indeed, most of time what we
can see is the flowers and fruits.
However, in order for these flowers
and fruits to flourish, the roots need
to be very deep and very stable. So,
this Dharma Master encouraged
everyone to build up “invisible virtues;”
they are unseen just like the roots below
the ground. However, it is due to
these unseen virtues that the leaves,
flowers and fruits of your tree will
grow in abundance. There is a similar
metaphor in the Conduct and Vows of
Universal Worthy  Bodhisattva

chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra.
This chapter talks about a Bodhi-tree

King that grows in the wilderness, and
this tree is so lush and strong that it
can provide shades for many people.
Where did this Bodhi-tree King come
from? The Sutra tells us that “All
living beings comprise its roots; all
the Buddha and Bodhisattva comprise
its flower and fruits.” In other words,
if we want to be a Buddha or a
Bodhisattva, we have to start
working on our roots as living
beings. We need to cultivate the
Bodhisattva Path and use the
water of Dharma to irrigate this
Bodhi tree.

We all know that a tree
grows from a seed. In fact, this little
seed contains the essence of a tree.
When we plant a seed, we have to
water and take care of it, so the tree
can gradually grow. Similarly,
when you receive the precepts, you
are taking in wholesome seeds as
your substance. In other words,
since the precepts are wholesome
seeds, you have planted wholesome
seeds. Now you need use the water
of Dharma to nourish the seeds so
the roots can grow. In addition,
when you uphold one precept, it is
comparable to growing one root of
your Bodhi tree. Although you
have received the six major and
twenty-eight minor Bodhisattva
precepts, the essence of these precepts
is limitless and boundless. In fact, the
Bodhisattva precepts pervade the
empty space and fill the entire
Dharma realm. By upholding these
precepts, you are cultivating one of
the six Paramitas of the Bodhisattva

8

path. By practicing the other five
Paramitas, you roots will grow
deeper and deeper and your Bodhi
tree will be tall and strong.

If everyone waters their
wholesome seeds, everyone can
become a Bodhi-tree King, just
like the Venerable Master. Right
now because we are sheltered by
the Buddhas, the Bodhisattvas and
the Venerable Master, we have the
opportunity to study the Buddhadharma
and receive precepts. Even though
none of us are Bodhi-tree Kings yet,
the gathering of about one hundred
preceptees has a lot of power. We
can say that we have come together
in order to become Bodhi-tree
Kings. This is a really meaningful
and significant event!

I heard that in 2009, CTTB
will transmit the lay Bodhisattva
precepts again. As I said before, most
of us have done a lot meaningless things
in our life; they are not necessarily evil
deeds, but we just let time slip by in
vain. We need to turn our frivolity
around, and treasure our lives and our
Buddha nature. We should create a
positive cause for ourselves by planting
wholesome seeds, and let the precept
substance surge forward. By doing so,
we will change the direction of our
lives. In addition, once you have
received the Bodhisattva precepts,
the transmission is valid forever. In
other words, once you have
planted the seeds for becoming a
Bodhisattva, these precepts will
follow you life after life. Let’s
encourage and support each other
in our endeavors!
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Afterthoughts of Receiving the Budhisattva Precepts
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When the news of the
transference of
Budhisattva Precepts announced
from The City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, I started practicing my
daily dharma courses. I thought
that if I hadn’t received these
precepts from the way places of
the Venerable Master, then my life
would be meaningless. I worried
there would be some obstacles
hindering my vows so I worked
very hard. I was looking forward
to this event and took it very sincerely
because after you take these precepts,
you must really commit to the
Budhisattva practices.If you receive
the precepts perfectly, the Dharma
Protectors will protect you while
you practice the Budhisattva way.
On the way from Taiwan to
CTTB, I kept doing my homework
not daring to relax one moment.
During the busy training schedule,
not only I concentrated hard on
daily homework, but also I tried

my best to help the yard work
and odd jobs around the temple if
there was a break. Because this is
such a significant event for me,
no matter what [ just wanted to
make it faultless. Therefore when
the dharma masters lectured, I
listened tentatively. Sometime
even when [ was extremely tired,
I still tried my best to focus on
the lectures. In the way place of
Taiwan, one dharma master told
me that I had to purify my mind
and listen carefully to every
single word while receiving the
precepts. During the ceremony of
transferring the precepts, abbot
shown us the auspicious video, it
was inconceivable and felt like in
Avatamsaka assembly that all the
Buddhas and Budhisattvas of the ten
Dharma Realms were all attending
the ceremony.

In the ceremony of transferring
precepts,
Praise 1 sincerely welcomed
Buddhas and Budhisattvas of the

ten directions coming to the event.

upon chanting Incense

It was incredibly wonderful that
The Buddhas, the Budhisattvas and
the Worthy Ones were all gathering
in the sky upon The City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. 1 felt amazingly
blessed, it felt like the Buddhas
the

transferred the precept substance

and Budhisattva merrily
to all the receivers. While reciting
every single Budhisattva precept,
I willingly committed and said I
would uphold the precept. I
wholly brought up my bodhi

mind and eager to cross over all
the living beings. Abbot specially
taught us how to contemplate
when each time we recited the
precepts. Reciting the precept in
the first time, I contemplated that
I would willingly cross over the
sentient beings and unconscious
beings and lift their afflictions to
attain the bliss. In the second
time, I reflected the great white
canopy appearing in the sky and
growing bigger and bigger,
suddenly I was surrounded by
the fragrance. The whole Buddha
Hall adorned in the fragrance. It
was sweet-scented beyond my
words. I was very moved since |
had never smelled this kind of
fragrance before. In the third time,
I sincerely received the precepts
and prayed that all wholesome
dharma would flow from my head
into my body. It was an unimaginable
experience beyond the descriptions.

Next day I felt so peaceful,
it was different from my last visit
of CTTB. Last time I didn’t want
to leave the way place, just like I
didn’t want going back to mundane
Saha world. This time I felt very
serene after | took the precepts. |
highly appreciate the dharma
masters and the staffs in CTTB,
the

vegetarian meals and worked

they prepared delicious
diligently to complete the event.
Their compassion warmed my
heart, now I understand what the

word “Perfecting” means.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

= ~ A
9 /16,30 (8:00 AM ~ 9:00 AM ) VBER P/t =2
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
— N =
9/ 1 ,ﬁ{%ﬁiﬂ%/ﬁ%‘ (8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
N Pa) U=
BH 9/16 |EICHATEEERE (900 Av-11:00 aM)
Sunday Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light
9/23 PBEEPT (8:00 Av ~ 3:00 pM)
The Shurangama Dharma Door
PaNy; =
9/30 EIEOBAEEEEE (9.0 AM~11:00 AM)
Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light
JUHBIEEE) Buddhist Events in Sept. 2007 HB] Date HEE Place
B E B Rk
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday i B0 B IR,
LEFHRICETANEERE 0k o FAFAAZN6H RATRE o 9/9 A (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please
sign up before Sept. 6.
& F 231 Elders’ Dharma Study Group 9/1 875 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM N
2% <
o35, 35 i£ B2 9E Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 9/10 i# — 8:30 AM ~ 10:30 AM Gold Sage
) o M
X &M% ¢ Great Compassion Repentance 4 81pm onastery
+ HB3uG#) Buddhist Events in Oct. 2007 H Date Hu®E Place
AV F B Rk e
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home 10/28 i B A IR
PEFHEHMEIEHNEERANEE - HABORLEI0A256KFHRE - (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
Ak 215 7% € Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 10/7# A 8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM
¥ Honoring Elders’ Day 10/ 14 # A 9:00 AM ~ 1:30 PM
. o ke
#+27% ] Gwan Yin Dharma Door 10/21 @ B 8:15 AM ~ 3:00 PM 2EF
: : — Gold Sage
AR E R Rk Monastery

Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home

10/29 # — 8:30 AM ~ 10:30 AM

x &k i% € Great Compassion Repentance

#+ 8 1:00 pm
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I Honoring Elders’ Day 1

| EEFETA+A+mE (Z88) L ELASE ]
) T —e5 =+ » BIT—E—EOREEEHRE !
I WE+ATBARL o ]
| Gold Sage Monastery will be conducting I

Honoring Elders’ Day on Oct. 14 2007
I Please sign up by Oct. 7, 2007 |
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