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MARLEHTE  RAEEH LA
Our real duty as human beings
is to truly benefit others.

€2 LA ##/bythe Venerable Master Hua

CHERISH YOUR BODY.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Do you know that the Earth Store
Bodhisattva is always protecting you?

‘g 1 L A M % /A talk by the Venerable Master Hua

English translation By Michelle Lin
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Some people will say that the
sutra states that if we do

only a small amount of good deeds
we will receive the protection of the
Earth Store Bodhisattva. However, |
have done so much yet I do not feel
the protection of the Earth Store
Bodhisattva. You do not feel the
protection of the Earth Store Bodhi-
sattva? You know what? Say you
were in a car crash and instead of
dying you only received minor
wounds, this would be because you
had done either a small amount or a
great amount of good deeds in the
past. This is the protection of the
Earth Store Bodhisattva. Say you
were sick and suddenly got better, if
this isn’t the protection of the Earth
Store Bodhisattva then what is it?
Other people may say, “I have
never been in a car crash, nor been

25125 H 2006 £ 9 B

PN -
ey N=]



sick, then that must mean that the
Earth Store Bodhisattva has not
protected me.” Oye! Did you know
that in one of your oversea journeys,
the boat which you were on almost
capsized? However, because the
Earth  Store

watching over you this incident

Bodhisattva was

did not occur. You were simply not
aware of this.

Others may also say, “I have
never been on a boat...” However
you have taken an airplane before
and you had a safe journey. This is
also due to the protection of the
Earth Store Bodhisattva.

It seems that some people have a
fear of flying. They feel that the
plane will fall and crash. Why are
these people scared? Because in the
past they created bad karma so now
they are afraid that this karma will
bring them crashing down. Therefore
they have a psychological fear.
However because they follow the
teachings of the Buddha, they are
safe and their planes have never
crashed.

Some people say, “I’m not afraid
of anything!” You’re not afraid of
anything? That is because the Earth
Store Bodhisattva instilled courage
in you to protect you.

In all of the above situations, the
power of the Earth Store Bodhisattva
has been omnipotent. No matter who
you are, you should all believe in the
Earth Store Bodhisattva, because
the contract which the Earth Store
Bodhisattva and the Sakyamuni
Buddha have signed in the Trayas-
trimsha Heaven is extremely
powerful. It protects you, me, and
all the sentimental beings. The Earth
Store Bodhisattva has a responsibility,
therefore you must believe in him.
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As I contemplate

Earth Store’s awesome spiritual strength.
Speaking for eons as many as

Ganges sands would fail to describe it.

1o see, to hear, to worship for but one thought
Brings endless benefit to humans and gods.
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Passage from “Sutra
of the past vows Earth
Store Boohisattva”

]. ....They then burn incense,
make offerings, behold, worship,
and praise him. Such people will
receive ten kinds of benefits.
What are these ten?

Their lands will be fertile.

2. Their families and homes will
always be peaceful.

3. Their deceased ancestors will
be born in the heavens.

4.  Those still alive will have
benefit and will have their
life-spans increased.

5. They will obtain what they
want.

6. They will not encounter the
disasters of water and fire.

7.  They will avoid unforeseen
calamities.

Their nightmares will cease.

They will be protected by
spirits during their comings
and goings.

10. They will
causes of sage hood.

encounter many

2. ...If Good men or good
women in the future must enter

mountain forests, cross over rivers,
seas, or other large bodies of water,
or if they must take dangerous
routes either for the sake of earning
their own livelihood, or for public
or personal affairs, or matters of
life and death, or other urgent
business, such people should first
recite the name of Earth Store
Bodhisattva ten thousand times,
the ghosts and spirits of the lands

they pass through will then guard
and protect them in their walking,
standing, sitting, and lying down.
The peace and happiness of
those persons will constantly be
preserved, so that even if they
encounter tigers, wolves, lions,
or any other harmful or poisonous
creatures, the creatures will be unable

to harm them.

3. ...If one is able to recite the
Bodhisattva’s name one thousand
times a day every day for one
thousand days, the Bodhisattva
will send the ghosts and earth
spirits in the vicinity of that person
to guard and protect him for his
entire life. In this world his clothing
and food will be abundant and he
will have no suffering from sickness.
No accidents will occur in his house,
much less affect him personally.
Finally, The Bodhisattva will rub
the crown of his head and bestow a
prediction of enlightenment upon
him.

4]_. ...If there are people in the
future whose food and
clothing are insufficient, who
find their efforts thwarted, or
who endure much sickness and
ill fortune, whose families are not
peaceful, whose relatives are scattered,
or who are bothered by unfortunate
occurrences, or who are often startled in
their sleep by dreams, such people,
upon hearing Earth Store’s name
and seeing his image, should recite
his name a full ten thousand times
with extreme sincerity and respect,
Those displeasing matters will
gradually be eradicated and they
will attain peace and happiness.
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Their food and clothing will be
abundant and even in their dreams

they will be peaceful and happy.

5. ...If there are good men or
women in the future who see
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s image,
or who hear this Sutra or read or
recite it; who use incense, flowers,
food and drink, clothing, or gems
as offerings; or if they praise, gaze
upon, and worship him, they will
benefit in twenty-eight ways:

1. Gods and dragons will be mindful
of them and protect them.

2. The fruits of their goodness will
increase daily.

3. They will accumulate superior
causes of Sage hood.

4. They will not retreat from Bodhi.

5. Their food and drink will be abundant.

10.

I1.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Epidemics will not touch them.
They will not encounter disasters of
fire and water.

They will not have any difficulties
with thieves or armed robbers.
They will be respected by all who
see them.

They will be aided by ghosts

sand spirits.

Women will be reborn as men.

If born as women, they will be

daughters of kings and ministers.

They will have handsome features.
They will often be bom in the heavens.
They may be emperors or kings.
They will know their past lives.

They will attain whatever they seek.

Their families will be happy.

All disasters will be eradicated.
They will eternally be apart from
bad karmic paths.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

They will always arrive at their
destination.
At night their dreams will be
peaceful and happy.

Their deceased ancestors will
leave suffering behind.

And they will receive the blessings
from their past lives to aid their rebirth.
They will be praised by the Sages.
They will be intelligent and they
will have sharp faculties.

They will have magnanimous,
kind, and sympathetic hearts.
They will ultimately realize
Buddhahood.
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English Translation Class
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The Gold Sage Monastery is presenting a class to aide those who wish to
learn about English translation. If you are interested please see the front of-
fice for details. The time and date will be determined at later notice.
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Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School

2006 F 9 E[3FI~12 F[ 10 f!  ZEHAFIRI F9~12 ﬁ
Sunday 9:00AM — 12:00AM, Sept. 3 to Dec. 10, 2006
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The purpose of this Sunday school is to teach children to be caring and
understanding. The Sunday school encourages children to learn about
compassion, gratitude, and to build self-esteem. It also helps them build social
skills and learn about cooperation through working with other children. Last but
not least it helps children understand Buddhism more thoroughly.

Students will watch movies, cook, listen to stories, Chinese painting. They will
also meditate and participate in arts and crafts activities as well as learning about
flower arranging.

Let us all work together to give our children a pure, happy, and meaningful

Sunday.
Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 12:00AM, 2EFHR)VEHSK
Sept. 3, 2006 to Dec. 10, 2006 Goodness Elementary of Gold Sage Monastery
Age : 5-14 years old 11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Fee :$50 Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064
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True Joy is To Leave This World At Will,
Not Through Euthanasia (part 1)

¥ /19 BF | / By Dharma Master Heng Yan
English translation By Peter Wu
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Venerable Master mentioned before about the Buddhist version of euthanasia at
Wonderful Sounds Hall. This reminded me of the passing away of Mr. Chen. It was
sort of like euthanasia. In the past, euthanasia never crossed my mind. I only knew
to follow the sutra, word for word. In the end, he passed away peacefully without
any pain. Just before he died, he was still coherent and clear minded. Isn’t this
wonderful? Therefore, I deeply believe if a person is sincere, Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas will give a response. Response is not a spiritual penetration.
Response is just a response. The only question is whether or not you are sincere.
With sincerity, a response will naturally occur. That’s all there is to it.

(Mr. Chen was the husband of Dharma Master Heng Yan before she became a nun.
His full name was Chen Ze. He was an army colonel and died at the age of 76.)
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Between the time he got sick
to the time he died can be
Earth

Bodhisattva’s response.

Store
I'll begin
from the time he got sick. When he

described as

started to get sick, I advised him, “I
told you to bow to Venerable Master,
What are
you going to do when you are truly
sick?” 1 spoke like this for half a
day. He couldn’t accept. So I spoke

but you didn’t want to.

about the law of cause and effect.
After that, he said, “Okay, I’ll go
next week to bow to the Venerable
Master.” On the second day, the
Venerable Master asked the wife
When 1

answered the phone, she told me

of my friend to call me.

that Venerable Master was looking
for an old gentleman who turned out
to be my husband. Venerable Master
instructed my husband to take refuge
the day after tomorrow at CTTB. So
I turned around and told him the
He replied, “Me?” 1 said,
“Yes, didn’t you agree to take refuge

news.

with Venerable Master yesterday?
You should go tomorrow.”
Venerable Master told him to go
to CTTB the day after tomorrow but
it was too far. I figured Venerable
Master would be at Gold Mountain
Monastery (GMM) tomorrow. So I
said, “Tomorrow, I’ll take you to
GMM to take refuge.” He was very
unwilling to go but at the end he
gave in and so we went to GMM.
When arrived at GMM, Venerable
Master was standing atop the stairs
with Dharma Master An. Seeing us,
Venerable Master smiled. Then he
said, “Oh, you’re here.” I replied, “I
brought Mr. Chen to take refuge.”
Venerable Master said, “I told you to
go to CTTB tomorrow. Why did
you come here today? There’s no

taking refuge today! There’s no taking
refuge today!”
Master was joking. He’s a very
Inside, 1
knew he would allow him to take
the refuge. Dharma Master An
said, “Let it be!” In this way, he
took refuge.
After the
Venerable Master had a chat with
Mr. Chen. I wasn’t clear what they
talked about. After the chat, Venerable
Master said, “Pick a date to begin your
residence at CTTB.” We sat for a bit
and returned home. As soon as we

I knew Venerable

compassionate person.

refuge ceremony,

reached home, I said, “When would
you like to go to CTTB?” He said,
“I don’t want to go! I don’t want to
go!” 1 thought to myself, “Even if
you go, you need someone to take
care of you.” Few days later,
Venerable Master came to San
I asked
“Master!

Master! He doesn’t want to go.

Jose to give a lecture.
Venerable  Master,
He has to change 4 to 5 times a day
because he sweats a lot and has to do
laundry.” Venerable Master said,
“You can go with him.” So I went
with him to CTTB. When we
reached CTTB, we were arranged to
live in room 9. It was very clean.
Mr. Chen was very pleased. He said,
“This is very nice and clean! If you
didn’t have faith in Buddhism, this
would’ve never happened to me.”
In this way, we settled down.
Venerable Master instructed him
to recite the Buddha’s name and
Earth Store Sutra but all he did
was sleep and sleep! 1 urged
him everyday, “Have you recited
Earth Store Sutra yet?” He would
answer, “I know! I know!” It was
like this everyday. He only recited if
I had persistently urged him. He was

10

not sincere. For that reason, his
illness got worse and he was in
pain. During this time, Venerable
Master was not in CTTB. What
were we to do when he was in pain?
He wanted to see a doctor. So
we went to see a doctor. After the
x-ray, the doctor said, “You have
lung cancer.” Before this, I didn’t
know what kind of illness he had.
There

was only a little bit remaining in his

Most of his lung was gone.

lung. I then understood why he was
so sick and felt so much pain. They
took a lot of x-rays and drew blood.
When the examination was over, the
doctor told him, “You have to be
So he stayed at the
hospital. One day, the doctor said he

hospitalized.”

needs surgery. I thought to myself,
“The lung is almost gone. Why is
surgery required? No matter what
At this
stage, the most important matter is

you do, he’s going to die.

where he will be going after death.”
I kept it inside and didn’t mention it
to anyone.

After he stayed at the hospital
for more than 10 days, Venerable
He said to
Venerable Master, “I’m in great

Master came by.
pain. When I’m in pain, I have to
take morphine.” We begged Venerable
Master to let him not suffer any more
pain.  Venerable Master replied,
“Okay.” After Venerable Master
blessed him, the pain was gone. At
the same time, Venerable Master
asked the Dharma Masters and
laypeople at CTTB to recite Earth
Store Sutra for him for a whole day.
As a result, he was completely free
of pain. Since he was not in pain, I
thought he could stay in the hospital
to recover. But I knew he wouldn’t

get well. He’s already using an
WERE 55125 H 2006 F£9 B



oxygen machine. The doctor didn’t
know he was free of pain and still
wanted to perform surgery. I didn’t
think surgery was necessary.

The doctor said, “If you don’t
want surgery, you don’t need to stay
in the hospital. You can go home
tomorrow.” He even threatened us,
“From today onward, I’'m not giving
you any more medications, even if
you are in pain.” I asked Mr. Chen,
“Are you really not in pain?” He
said, “Not even a bit.” I asked, “Do
you need medication?” He said,
“No.” So we waited for Miss Wang
to arrange for our hospital exit.

Many doctors came by to see
Mr. Chen and said, “He used to roll
around in bed when he was in pain.
Why was he able to sleep so well
without any painkiller?” There was
a Chinese doctor who was very
curious about this situation and
said, “Very strange! How was he
able to sleep without painkiller?”
After Miss Wang finished doing the
paperwork for leaving the hospital,
those doctors were very surprised,
especially that Chinese doctor, who
was wondering, “Why was he
leaving without the surgery?” I
thanked him and said, “He is no
longer in pain. We’re going

EE)

home.” The Chinese doctor was
still completely clueless.

We returned to CTTB. 1 told
him to recite the Earth Store Sutra.
He didn’t recite and wasn’t in pain
either. He wanted to go home as
soon as he felt better. When we got
home, he was still without pain.
Although he felt no pain, he was
very tired. He couldn’t even lift his
feet and needed assistance to walk.
He needed some help washing up as
well. ( To be Continue )
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Filiality

What is the foundation for being a human?
1t is kindness, righteousness, the Way, virtue,
loyalty and filiality.

When we are born,

we are influenced by what we see and hear.
We should pay attention to filiality.

If you can practice filiality,

the heavens will be pleased with you.

If you can practice filiality,

the Bodhisattvas will be pleased with you.

If you can practice filiality,

the Buddhas will be pleased with you.

If you can practice filiality,

your parents will not become upset with you.
If you can practice filiality,

you will not fight with your brothers and sisters.
Filiality is the soul of heaven and earth;

it is the basis for being a human.

T 1 LA %/ by the Venerable Master Hua
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

%ﬁ%%ﬂ%iﬁg (8:15am ~ 3:30 pm )

9/3 | Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

9/10 WBEUAFT (800 av~3:30 PM )
The Shurangama Dharma Door

EH
Sunday BEERAPY  (8:00 v~ 3:30 M)
9/17 The Shurangama Dharma Door
B HEEZE (9:00am ~ 11:00 am)
9/24 Sunday Lecture
JUHGIGH) Buddhist Events in Sept. 2006 HI Date H¥E Place
B X iE
Elders’ Dharma Study Group 9 /2 #552:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM 4y
Gold Sage
JE Mo E S
A ok ) 48 1:00 PM ~2:30 PM Monastery
Great Compassion Repentance
+ HB1u68) Buddhist Events in Oct. 2006 HIW Date Hu¥E Place
ARG E T 10/ 148 A1 8:15 AM ~ 3:30 PM
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
F A BB 10/7 i 72:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM ¥ F
Elders’ Dharma Study Group Gold Sage
Monastery

R AW IEE

, # 8 1:00 PM ~2:30 PM
Great Compassion Repentance

*E R e A www.drba.org (%) www.drbachinese.org (¥ X)
11455 Clayton Rd., San Jose, CA 95127 / Tel: 408-923-7243




