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Love not only your own children.
but the children of others as will. It is said,
“Look after your own children and
extend the same concern to the children of others.”
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.



Ry
s 8
e {,5“”'5 S n)0$ -]
VA ; %} 8 3)'( oo ’

J % | TR ]

P pfj—Fﬁ el F’[ =
for Mg

(PR Fi 7 T LIRS

i RLfifE o BERL R 57 Y
o b TR T
PRS- THEE S R =
AR - B
HEEZOGREY S S
il B 1 S R
RS aHRY
Foo M RIPORe (5L pLa =t
g lﬁfﬁj% S E"“ﬁ
B BRI B KR -

o [P4[R5 A
o R I R T O A At
Jo A E [ AR SR RS B
A BRCE RIS FRR] o B
| AT
oM AL BV

2

o

]38 248

On Developing Good Character and Virtue
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'€ 1 L A B T /A talk by the Venerable Master Hua

Young friends! Do
you want to fulfill
the responsibility of saving the
people and the world? Then first
of all, you should develop good
character and virtue.

What does it mean to develop
good character? If you want to be
a person of learning and integrity,
then don’t smoke, drink, take drugs,
or gamble; be free of all bad habits.
Don't learn from ignorant people
who aren’t responsible to their
country, who don’t observer the
rules. They are the black sheep of
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the flock and asuras in the human
realm. They know only about
fighting, not about peace.
Those kinds of unwholesome
people will merely become a great
burden for the nation.

Now you are just like young,
flourishing trees. Your crooked
branches must constantly be
trimmed so that the trunks can
grow upright. Then you can become
great trees, providing useful lumber
in the future. It is said, “It takes ten
person.” You are now in the learning
phase. Don’t get defiled by bad
habits, Remember to cultivate an
honorable character and maintain
honest conduct. Then you can be
leaders in the world.

How do you build virtue? Be
filial to your parents. It is said,
‘Among the hundred good deeds,
filiality is the foremost.” People who
aren't filial to their parents will be
useless even if they bow to the
Buddha every day. You should pay
close attention to this, young friends!

Your virtue is increasing day by
day, and your foundation for being a
person is getting more solid day by
day. When it's time to talk, you
should say proper and decent
things, not improper things. You
should always study hard and become
a productive person in the future, not
a bad person. That is my expectation

for you.
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A tour through Chinese Virtue

—AZALtBIRVEH—

On Sunday, May 7, 2006 for the Cherishing Youth Day
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Gold Sage Monastary and Gold Mountain
Monastery will hold the Cherishing Youth Day on May
7,2006 from 8:30am to 2 pm at Gold Sage Monastary.

We welcome all children to come this festive occasion.
There will be performances, fun games, and great prizes!
There will also be a BBQ feast. There will be different
stands with FREE food! This is a free festival for every-
one to enjoy!

We hope everyone will come. Please invite your
friends Come and join us!
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Answer your kids’ questions with honesty
and patience.

Treat your kids’ opinions seriously.

Provide a venue for your kids to display their
exhibits.

Don’t discipline your kids for making a mess
while doing their artwork.

Provide a space for your kids to play.

Often let your kids know that they are lovely
as they are, they do not need to show off.

Let your kids do what they can achieve.

Help your kids set up their own plans and
ways to accomplish them.

Go along with your kids to where they like to
play.

Help your kids correct their home work.
Help your kids befriend kids from different
societies, cultures and social classes.

Learn the proper behavior and habits yourself,
and provide opportunities for your kids to learn
from you. 13. Never tell your kids that they
are not as good as others.

Never tell your kids that they are not as good
as others.

Encourage your kids to participate in making
plans for housework, trips and travels.
Encourage your kids to be creative, and provide
books and materials for them.

Guide your kids on how to get along with
adults of different age groups.

Periodically read some good articles and
stories to our kids.

Let your kids take up the reading habit at an
early age.

Encourage your kids to be imaginative and
create stories.

Take your kids’ requests seriously.

40 Suggestions for Educating Your Kids
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by Louis Davi

Provide some time for you to communicate
with your kids each day.
Don’t punish your kids by scolding them.
Don’t make3 fun of your kids when they
make mistakes.
Openly praise your kids’ abilities in reciting
poems, telling stories and singing.
Let your kids learn gow to think independently.
Make plans for your kids to work on different
experiments so as to learn more about other
things.
Let your kids play with all kinds of non-toxic
recyclables.
Encourage your kids to discover problems
and solve them.
Always look for opportunities to praise your
kids for their proper acts.
Don’t praise your kids with empty words and
do so in a casual way.
Honestly evaluate your feelings toward the
kids.
Know that there is no problem in the world
that parents and kids can’t discuss.
Always let your kids have the opportunities
to make their decisions.
Help ypur kids develop their personal characters.
Provide guidance on meaningful TV programs
for your kids.
Help your kids understand their own skills
and abilities.
Don’t look down on your kids for their failures,
and tell them, “I won’t necessarily be able to do
any better than you.”
Encourage your kids not to rely on adults.
Trust your kids intelligence and trust them.
Let your kids independently finish what they
set out to do, even if the results are poor.
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The Venerable Master Hua said:

Worry gives rise to fear.

!f you gave no worries, you won't fear anytﬁing.

If you are unseﬁ(isﬁ, then you gave nothing to fear.

Indeed, there is nothing to be afraid of if you avoid contending, are not greedy,

Do not seek, are not seﬁfisﬁ, do not pursue yersana[ aafvantages, and do not lie.
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Don’t become attached to your blessings,

because once they're exhausted, you'll have none.

Take all the s»_tﬁ"ering that comes to you,

because once you've endured it all, you ' sgﬁer no more.

TENEIAERT—EBFREET
The 11t Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana
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Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
Please sign up before June 1.

[9) WERSE $£121 53 2006 F£5 8




Btk : R R BAL LT
INh it B-bkE

DRBA 2006 Delegation to Asia —
Reflections on Visiting Prisons in Taiwan
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Editor’s : DRBA 2006 Delegation Group to Asia’s . On Feb. 19th, 2006 Dharma Master Heng Sure along with
about 100 people visited Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, for 21 days.

lwas fortunate enough to
join a portion of the 2006
Delegation to Asia. Out of the myriad
of wonderful experiences, the most
memorable and powerful one was
accompanying the Dharma Masters
to visit three prisons in Hualien,
Taiwan. Over two days, we went to a
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detention center, a minimum security
prison, and a maximum security
prison.

The relationship between DRBA
and Hualien prisons started more
than over 20 years ago when one of
our Dharma brothers, Lee Zhi Hong,
consulted the Venerable Master

Hua about bringing the Proper
Dharma into the prisons to help the
classmates there. The Venerable
Master replied, “Wherever there is
suffering, it is the place we should

go.
This reply planted the seed for

promulgating the Buddhadharma in

7



prisons by DRBA's Dharma Masters.
Since then, Mr. Lee has been working
tirelessly with the classmates in
the prisons, bringing them hope
and encouragement through the
Venerable Master's wise and
compassionate teachings. (Note:
the inmates are referred to as
“classmates” because they are
encouraged to learn a new way
of life and acquire new skills so they
can be productive members of the
society).

Due to the logistics of visiting a
prison, only twenty-five members of
the Delegation could go. When a
Dharma Master said that | could go, |
was apprehensive. On the one
hand, | wanted to be a good
Dharma protector and support the
Dharma Masters as they turn the
Dharma Wheel for the classmates in
jail. On the other hand, | grew up in a
greenhouse, constantly sheltered
from the evils of the world by my
parents. The only jail | had ever
seen was on T.V. | was scared,
because | had no reference point
for what going inside a jail would be
like.

However, when | was repenting
that evening, all of a sudden | saw
Earth Store Bodhisattva in my mind’s
eyes. Instantly, | was deeply
ashamed. | thought, “There is Earth
Store Bodhisattva who goes into
the deepest of hells to relieve
inconceivable  suffering, and
vowed not to be a Buddha until the
hells are empty. Here | am, being
afraid to accompany the Dharma

Masters to visit the jails. What kind of
disciple of the Buddha am [?” After
realizing this and praying to Gwan

Yin Bodhisattva for courage,
amazingly my fear turned into
Dharma joy, for | learned to open
my mind to the lessons that | was
about to receive.

The first prison we visited was a
Detention  Center.  After  going
through the reception area, armed
prison guards unlocked the first iron
gate. We then squeezed into the
space between the first and second
iron gates. The first iron gate had to
be relocked behind us before the
second iron gate was unlocked.
Meanwhile, we were assailed by
strong odors of unwashed body and
human waste. As we went from one
locked gate to the next, verses from
Earth Store Bodhisattva Sutra kept
on popping into my head. Finally we
reached the sixth gate, and when
that solid iron gate was opened, we
walked into a courtyard and were
greeted by the totally unexpected

sound of the classmates chanting the
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name.
Their voices were strong, earnest
and majestic; | felt the chants
resonating around the stone
courtyard and somehow opened
some locked doors in my heart, and
tears started to roll down my face. At
that instant, | had a glimpse of how
reciting a Buddha's name even once
can relieve the suffering in hell; and
how the infinite light of Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, a light of hope and
compassion, can break the darkness
of living beings’ endless nights.

| also realized how lucky we are
that we can study the Buddhadharma
in nice environments with Good
Knowing Advisors to guide us and
supportive Dharma friends to help
us, instead of having to wait until we
take so many wrong turns that we
end up in jail before we can open our
hearts to the Buddha’s teaching.

As we entered the small Buddha
Hall in the Detention Center, | had my
second surprise of the day. | was
25121 H7 2006 £ 5 3
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amazed to see that the classmates
look just like you and me, talk just
like you and me, and walk just like
you and me. The only distinguishing
feature was that the classmates had
to wear uniforms. Before | started to
study the Buddhadharma, | was very
opinionated and judgmental. Now |
am a little bit better, because | have
learned from the Venerable Master
Hua to return the light and examine
my own mind. Instead of blaming and
judging the classmates for the crimes
they had committed, | now wondered
what their causes and conditions
were that they ended up in jail. If my
dad was a drug addict and my mom
was an alcoholic, and if | never knew
where my next meal was coming
from, would | end up in jail, too? In
sharp contrast to some of the
classmates’ experiences, my parents
gave up everything they had in their
homeland, Taiwan, and immigrated
to the States so their two young
daughters could have better
opportunities. So how can |
possibly use my arrogance
based on ignorance to judge the
classmates?

My gratitude toward my parents
increased manifold as | observed
how the classmates were reacting to
the kind and encouraging words
by the Dharma Masters. It didn't
matter whether we were in a Detention
Center, a minimum security prison, or a
maximum security prison, | felt that
some of the classmates were looking
at the Dharma Masters as if they
were looking at incredibly caring and
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kind parents. Sometimes all it
takes to turn towards goodness
is knowing that somebody truly cares
and believes in you. As | listened to the
Dharma talks, | was so grateful that
my parents drew me near the Triple
Jewel. Without them, | would still be
struggling blindly in the sea of
suffering. Thanks to the lessons |
was learning by being with the
classmates, | resolved to do all |
can to help my parents from all my
incarnations to be reborn in the
Western Land of Ultimate Bliss, as a
way to repay all their kindness. It is
amazing what visiting a prison can
inspire a person to do!

On the second day of our visit,
we went to a maximum security
prison because seventy-three of the
classmates there wished to take
refuge with the Triple Jewel.
Shortly before the Dharma Assembly
started, a small group of classmates
from the audience also decided to
take refuge with the Triple Jewel.
According to one of the Delegation
members, there were over ninety
people who took refuge. We lay
Delegation members were full of
Dharma joy as we watched the
classmates participated in the
ceremony. At that time, | remembered
in one Dharma talk, a Dharma
Master pointed out how if we do one
good deed, we can influence the
people around us to also do good
deeds. Similarly, if we do one bad
deed, we can also influence the
people around us to do bad
deeds. On that day, we surely

were experiencing how the good
deed of a group of people can
inspire others to do the same.

As the taking-refuge ceremony
reached the repentance section, |
saw many classmates crying as they
recited the repentance verses. As |
cried along with them, the Venerable
Master's teaching of “everything is
created by the mind alone” popped
info my head. | thought the
classmates’ tears were like the
Dharma rain that was washing
away the layers of dirt covering
their self-nature, their Buddha nature.
Although physically these classmates
are still in prison, | believe that
their minds have been freed. |
also reminded myself that just
because | am not physically in jail, |
should not imprison my own mind
with all my afflictions.

Several days after our visit, my
belief in the life-changing ability of
the Dharma was confirmed once
more when | was told that in the
maximum security prison that we
visited, the female classmates had
changed the name of their wing to
“Lotus Vihara,” and the male
classmates had changed the
name of their wing to “Aware of
Past Mistakes.” This good news
brought another of the Venerable
Master's  teachings to  mind,
“Whatever you past mistakes, if you
are able to change, your future can
still be bright.” May the radiant light
of the Dharma guide all of us back to
our self-nature!
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

57 1S/DMEN (8:30AM ~ 2:00 pM )
Cherishing Youth Day
5 /14 EOAREEEEE  (9:00 AM~11:00 AM)
. Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light
BEH — —
Sunday 5/21 =IFHIEZES (s:15am~3:30m)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
/ EHOREEEEE  (9.00 AM~11:00 M)
5/28 || ecture on The Sutra of Golden Light

TLHBIEGE) Buddhist Events in May, 2006 HI Date Hu¥% Place
=27, T e o
AR BTN b 2 9 ik B 5/1 #8— 8:30 AM~10:30 AM
Celebration of Manjushri Bodhisattva’s Birthday
- /\ He -%
7
AR R R EGEER 5/5 #% 830 AM~1030 AM |  Gold Sage
Celebratlon of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday Monastery
K & M %€ Great Compassion Repentance # 8 1:00 PM ~2:30 PM
AHBGE) Buddhist Events in June , 2006 H Date HEE Place
TN AR — kﬁéﬂ/\/f‘(\ 6/4 HA
Eleventh Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana ¥ ik B YR,
ST FHEMELTHAERA LS  BAMOLECA1DKHRE - (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before June 1.
% 24 3£ Elders’ Dharma Study Group 6 /3 #752:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM
4 S PR 28 3% ) Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light 6/11:# A 9:00 AM~11:00 AM 4T ,%r:
Gold Sage
A 215 7% € Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 6/18 #H A 8:15AM ~ 3:30 PM Monastery
4S8 PR 28 3£ ) Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light 6/25:# A 9:00 AM~11:00 AM

VR i e | www.drba.org (% X)

www.drbachinese.org (# X)




