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All the myriad creatures come
forth from the Tao.

One who gains the Way
personally touches the magic;
Awaken completely to your
deepest, fundamental identity,
And when one penetrates,

all alike connect,

—E A
by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.



Sincerely Chanting the
Disaster Eradicating Auspicious Spirit Mantra

—E R EAHT
by Venerable Master Hua
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From the beginning of this New Year,
all are welcome to sincerely chant
Disaster Eradicating Auspicious Spirit
Mantra . If you chant single-mindedly, you
will cultivate miracles beyond your
imagination. These are called miracles
by Providence.

Why do we chant this Mantra? We
sincerely and whole heartily chant in order
to alleviate the calamities of mankind, to
improve human welfare, and to save all
beings from the sea of suffering. Then we
dedicate the merits to everyone in the
world.

In this ceremony, we hope to benefit all
beings through our prayers. Whether
she/he is a Buddhist or not, whether she/
he is a good or bad person, we share our
merits to rid all suffering and to bring
unconditional happiness. By chanting
devoutly, we inspire compassion for those
enduring severe distress and abate
forthcoming disasters.

We must dedicate our efforts to liberate
all beings from suffering. This is a very
consecrated and meaningful purpose. On
the eve of every Chinese New Year, the
TBC hosts the Purification Ceremony. At
the dawn of the New Year, the ceremony
begins. It's such a great honor and fortune
to have this precious opportunity to par-
ticipate. Please practice ardently and
sincerely. Do not be indolent or neglectful.
We can all come together to uplift those in
suffering and misery.
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Appreciate your support
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Dear and respectful Dharma friends:

The editors would like to express our gratitude from
deepest heart through this cozy article. Thanks to alll
volunteers, for your sincere contributions, not limit to:
franslation, type setting, proof-reading, articles writing,
photo taking, sending for printing and mailing. You
make this newsletter a real. Our appreciation also
goes to our loyal readers. It is your spiritual support to
make this newsletter published and continue our
Dharma missions. Thank you alll We are looking
forward to your confinuing support in the future.
May you have a wonderful and happy New Year.
May everyday in your life be full of Dharma bliss.

Editors
Pure Sound From Silicon Valley




33

=X AT m

What Causes the
Three Disasters to Occur?

—'& . L A M ¥ by Venerable Master Hua
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There are two versions of the three
disasters: great and small. The three
great disasters are fires, floods, and
disasters of wind (hurricanes and torna-
does); the three small disasters are war,
famine, and epidemics. This is the time of
disasters. A great eon is composed of
four middle-sized eons of formation,
dwelling, decay, and emptiness. Each
middle-sized eon contains twenty small
eons. The three small disasters occur at
the end of the declining period of each
eon of dwelling. The three great disasters
occur during the eon of decay within each
great eon. Let us discuss the causes
behind the three great disasters.
Disasters of floods occur because
people are greedy; disasters of fire occur
because people are angry; and disasters
of wind occur because people are de-

luded. The three disasters have their
origin in the three poisons. We all have
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these three poisons of greed, anger, and
delusion in our minds. They grow in our
minds day by day, and when they have
increased to a certain extent, the age of
great disasters comes upon us.

The three disasters occur in a certain
sequence based on the seven human
emotions (joy, anger, grief, fear, love,
hatred, and desire). These seven emotions
gradually increase. For each emotion, one
disaster occurs. So there will be seven
fires. Following the seven fires, one flood
will occur. And since each of the seven
emotions can be further divided into
seven shares, this cycle of "seven fires
and one flood" will happen seven times.
Then there will be another seven fires.
Finally, a disaster of wind will wipe out the
entire world. When a disaster of fire oc-
curs, it will burn all the way up to the First
Dhyana Heavens (which include the
Heaven of the Multitudes of Brahma, the
Heaven of the Ministers of Brahma, and
the Heaven of the Great Brahma Lord, in
the Form Realm). When a disaster of
floods occurs, it will drown everything up
to the Second Dhyana Heavens (which
include the Heaven of Lesser Light, the
Heaven of Limitless Light, and the
Heaven of Light-Sound in the Form
Realm). When a disaster of wind hap-
pens, it will blow everything up to the
Third Dhyana Heavens (which include the
Heaven of Lesser Purity, the Heaven of
Limitless Purity, and the Heaven of
Pervasive Purity in the Form Realm). A
verse says,

The Five Signs of Decay occur in the
Six Desire Heavens,
The disaster of wind strikes the heavens
of the Third Dhyana.
Even cultivating to reach thHeaven of
Neither Thought nor Non-Thought
Is not as good as going to the West and
coming back again.

Where does the disaster of wind come
from? It comes from a combination of the
seven emotions. The disaster of wind
symbolizes the poison of delusion. When
people are deluded, they forget everything.
Therefore, when the disaster of wind
occurs, everything from the Third
Dhyana Heaven down to the hells will be
wiped out. However, the disasters of fire,
floods, and wind will not affect the inner
court of Tushita Heaven. Why? Because
that's where a pure land of the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas is located. Right now,
Maitreya Bodhisattva is living in the inner
court of the Tushita Heaven. He will de-
scend to the Saha World to teach and
transform living beings during the tenth
eon of dwelling in the Worthy Eon.
(Presently we are in the declining period
of the ninth eon of dwelling.)

The various violent energies arising from
greed, anger, and delusion are as fright-
ening as the atoms in an atomic bomb.
The atoms produced from our own
samadhi fire are even more frightening.
These atoms do not come from outside;
they are inherent in our nature. The true
fire of samadhi within our nature is origi-
nally pure yang. However, due to misuse,
it has turned into the fire of desire. There
are fires corresponding to three internal
organs in the human body (the fires of the
upper organ, the middle organ, and the
lower organ). The fires of these three
organs can develop into the disaster of fire
or turn into an atomic bomb and destroy
everything.

Itis because we have an internal atomic
bomb that there are external atomic
bombs: There is a mutual correspon-
dence. The same principle holds in regard
to the contemporary problems of the
world. Whatever is in our minds will also
exist outside. If there are no wars going on
in our minds, there will be no wars outside.
As it's said, "Everything is made from the
mind alone."
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The Earth is sick
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The earth's constant shaking shows us impermanence
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Summary of Dharma Master Heng Lung lecture on Jan. 16,2005
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South Asia tsunami,
an inerasable grief

On December 26, 2004, Banda Aceh,
the provincial capital city of Aceh,
Indonesia, was hit by a 9.0 earthquake.
On top of being the greatest earthquake
in the last 40 years, it triggered a massive
tsunami that destroyed cities, seaside
communities, and holiday resorts. In the
countries surrounding the Indian Ocean,
particularly in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and
India, more than 212,000 people died.
For the millions of survivors that were left
homeless, the lack of food and other
essentials, contributed to the air of help-
lessness and anger.

When the crest of the tsunami wave hit,
the sea level rose (called run-up) to
heights of greater than 30 meters.
It rushed through the cities, submerged
the streets, and destroyed houses
at astonishing speeds. Panic-stricken
people ran for their lives; those unable to
escape were consumed in the deluge.
Everything visible was devoured by the
wall of water. The magnitude of destruc-
tion is inexpressible.

Early in the 70's, Venerable Master
Hua gave us a warning, "in the near
future, perhaps in this century, there may
be a disastrous flood. The seawater rises
every year, the land sinks year after year.
In a few decades, the seawater may rise
to the land due to the melting of the
icebergs in the North and South Poles. It
is predicted to be four yards above the
current sea level. The population would
suffer a very big disaster. Why would
such disaster happen? It's because we
kill too many living beings."

Venerable Master Hua’s observation:
"The present climate has all changed.
Where it once never snowed, it now
snows. Where it once wasn't cold, it has
become cold. These were the omens
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that warned of an upcoming flood. In this
present world, every country uses too
much energy: solar energy, nuclear
energy, atomic energy. All of these emita
strong thermal energy that changes the
climate such as through the melting of the
icebergs and glaciers. If these glacial
masses melt, the sea water would rise
and kill a lot of people in the world.”

The climate can

be observed in the
cycles of coming into
being, developing,
decaying and
disappearing

"The present climate is not normal.
Sometimes it is very hot. Sometimes it is
very cold. It was completely different
several hundred years ago. These
climate changes are the equivalent of
Cheng Chuhuai, the spatial change.
"Regarding the present, abnormal
climate, Venerable Master points out an
example: ‘Those who are familiar with
history know that in the 8 century, there
was a piece of land around Norway and
Denmark that encompassed an area
greater than the United States. It was
called “the verdant place," a green prairie,
because at that time the land was very
fertile. Any plants that sprouted there
grew larger than what is seen in America.
However, there was a gradual decline
in the weather. By the 15" century, the
climate had transformed the verdant
earth into a complete ice field which
could was no longer fertile; it became
unsuitable for people to live there."

Why has it become like this? "It is
because of the transformed climate. The
ice fields slowly grew day by day making
the weather colder and colder. Currently,
the Arctic and Antarctic is covered with
glaciers. When this ice melts, the entire

Master Hua mentioned that Hitler once
had a plan, “He planned to lead two
million Germanic persons to live on the
polar ice caps. Through the use of a
scientific method, he would melt these ice
caps to create a big flood that would
drown to death the entire world's popula-
tion and leave the world to the Germans."

The nuclear weapon,
an omen to the de-
struction of the Earth

Undoubtedly, science has been benefi-
cial to humanity; it improves the material
life. However, this improvement has a
cost: the energy and resources diminish
every day as the environment suffers
destruction. "Everyone in the world is
endangered by the international compe-
tition for new arms. The advancement of
weapon technologies creates a larger
and larger threat to everyone’s life. Once
these weapons are in use, the whole
world will be destroyed. Don't you think
this is a problem?" Venerable Master
sincerely said that, "Our lives are con-
stantly in danger. There’s a chance that
the Earth that we depend on could be
destroyed at any moment." Venerable
Master emphasizes that despite the
benefit of scientific advancements, there
are also many harms.

The Earth is sick,
an important topic
today

The Earth, which we depend on, "it can
grow everything. Everything depends on
it, and accordingly grows, becomes,
obtains, and extricates, regardless of
anything else." Venerable Master says, "It
seems our world uses its soil as a foun-
dation for its body. This body has blood,
bones, muscles, and veins. The water
from the rivers, the streams, the lake,
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and the seas are its veins. The stones,
the gold, the silver, the copper, the iron,
the tin, the aluminum, and other minerals
are its bones. The solid is the bone, the
soft is the muscle, and the mobile is the
blood. This is just like the human body
with its skin, blood, meat, muscle and
bone.”

"There are many hot things inside the
Earth, just like our stomach. The only
difference is in our sizes." Venerable
Master gives us another warning: "The
earth is just like us, it can get sick. The
earthquake looks like a person with
hemiplegia, where half of the body can
not move. Like the reaction of a person
who has drank too much tonic, the earth’s
clogged blood vessels causes the tsuna-
mis, the landslides, and the volcanic
eruptions. The Earth has the tsunami, the
volcanic eruption, just like a person that
gets sick; the differences are minor. Why
does the volcano erupt? Why does the
lava flow out of it? Why does the earth
shake? Why can tsunami occur? There
are reasons behind this. The landslides,
the tsunamis, and the earthquakes all
show that the Earth has been sick. Just
like our bodies get sick, the only
difference is in timing. In our lives, our
bodies experience many different sick-
nesses, but the Earth’s sicknesses are
stretched over several hundred million
years."

The wind wheel
holds, the Earth is

very steady
Though Flower Adornment Sutra men-

tioned this world has all types of wind
wheels, there is an attraction between
these different wind wheels. Each wind
wheel has one kind of strength which
attracts another. Through this mutual
relationship, they can support each other.
One world holds another world, and that

world reciprocates. This is because of the
strength of the wind wheel which absorb
each other in an invisible void. There exist
many different worlds inside this void: the
wind wheel, the star, the Earth, the Moon,
and the sun each travel their own orderly
orbit, never disrupting each other. Does
this mutually attractive force come from
the wind wheel ? Venerable Master said,
"No! This is because of the various Bud-
dha Bodhisattva's gods’ concerted effort,
the reputation reason sense strength in
meditation, the all living things are pure
and the impure industry strength mutually
absorb hold, this world can exist. Therefore
although is the wind power holds, but this
Earth is very steady, no danger, also does
not undulate. Certainly some times have
the earthquake, that was the Earth has
occasionally fallen ill."

The earth quake
causes all living
things to realize

impermanence

Flower Adornment Sutra states: "Only
after the stress of a catastrophe, every
living being begins to realize what are the
true values of life; their past preferences are
of no value." After this earthquake, you will
come to understand that all living things are
transient. You will develop kindness, and,
as a result, you will not fall into suffering.
Venerable Master says, "This minor move-
ment should awaken all living things and
force them to realize the transience of the
world. The world will be destroyed in the
future, therefore do not indulge and become
attached to this world. Let all living beings
come to a sooner realization."
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Gold Sage Monastery will be conducting
Three Thousand Buddhas Repentance
from Feb. 9 to 13. 2005, and host
Disaster Eradicating Auspicious Spirit Mantra

on February 9 from 8:30AM to 9AM.
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Lotus Cake
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Ingredients:
Flower 1 cup

Glutinous rice flour 1.5 cup
Rice flour 1/3 cup
Baking powder 1 Tsp

Water 1.5 cup
Brown sugar 1 cup

Proceed:
Melt Brown sugar in hot water.

When is water cooled, mix alll
ingredients info water and stir slowly
unfil thick . Let mixture sit for 30
minutes. Place mixed ingredients
into small bowls and fill only 70% of
each bowl. Wait until water in
steamer is boiling, then place small
bowls into steamer for about 30 min-
utes.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES
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VBER 71,52 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation (8:00 AM ~ 9:00 AM S8 Sunday)

" |Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light (9:00 am~11:00 am)
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Sunday Three Thousand Buddhas Repentance(8:30:00 av ~ 4:30 pm)
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The Water Repentance (9:00 am ~4:30 pwm)

—HEiaG#) Buddhist Events in February HI Date Hu¥E Place

L g
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

2/5  8:30 AM~ 4:30 PM

S5 - SCE 2/5  2:00 PM~ 4:30 PM
Elders’ Dharma Study Group 2/12 9:00 AM~ 1:30 PM £ EFH
Gold Sage
i+ W4+ & ¢ M4 €+ The DRBY Roundtable 2/23 7:30 PM~ 9:20 PM Monastery
~ 2B .~
= = p 1:00 PM ~2:30 PM
Great Compassion Repentance
— HHi%8) Buddhist Events in March HI Date HuZh Place
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Shabil el o 3/5 /SAT 8:30 AM ~ 4:30 PM
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
E 283
et 3/5 /SAT 2:00PM ~ 4:30 PM
Elders’ Dharma Study Group £ ¥ -

C CEvp s Gold Sage
N 3/6 8:30 AM ~ 4:30 PM Monastery
Great Compassion Recitation
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£RMEHL 3/13 9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM

Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light
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