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Penetrate Every Dharma: Recite the Name of Guanyin Bodhisattva
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From beginning-less eons in the past, we have died and been reborn, over and over, passing through hun-
dreds of thousands of myriads of eons. During all this time, we've never encountered a Guanyin Bodhisattva
Dharma Session, so our bad habits and faults have not decreased by the slightest bit. In fact, our ignorance and af-
flictions have increased day by day. Now that we've encountered a Guanyin Bodhisattva Dharma Session, we
might say that the roots of goodness we've planted throughout measureless eons in the past have matured, enabling
us to join this wonderful and inconceivable Dharma session. Someone who lacked these roots of goodness, who
has no virtuous practices, would never have the chance to attend a Guanyin Recitation Session. Since this is the
case, we must cherish every minute of these seven days. Don't indulge in idle thinking, or let the time pass in vain.
If all you do is indulge in idle thinking, then even though you may take part in this Dharma session, it's just as if
you hadn't come at all, because you won't gain any advantages whatsoever.
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Although this Dharma session began only two
days ago, I know that some people have already seen the
Bodhisattva, and other people have seen lights. A variety
of inconceivable states have occurred. Some people are
on the verge of opening their five spiritual eyes. People
who haven't gained any advantages should feel deeply
ashamed. Don't assume that just because you haven't ex-
perienced any benefits, the same goes for everyone else.
That's not the case.

Gold Mountain Monastery, you might say, is a
gold refinery. Whoever wants to cultivate should not
leave Gold Mountain Monastery. If you want to find an-
other Way-place in which to cultivate, it may not be so
easy. Cultivators at Gold Mountain Monastery have a
"mind" for the Path. Even though they are in an environ-
ment where conditions are extremely difficult, they still
want to cultivate hard.

There are as many as eighty-four thousand
Dharma-doors for cultivating the Path. You should be
familiar with each one of these Dharma-doors. It should-
n't be the case that you only know a single method of
cultivation. If you know something about the cultivation
of each Dharma-door, then over time you'll understand
all the myriad Dharma-doors.

But if you only understand one Dharma-door of
cultivation, then it won't be easy for you to experience
the state of the Buddhadharma, which is as deep as the
sea. You'll be like a foolish person who peers at the sky
through a tube and assumes the sky is no bigger than the
little circle of light he sees at the end of his tube. If he
doesn't use his bamboo tube, then he can see how vast
the sky really is. So we who cultivate the Buddhadharma
should not know how to practice only one method, we
should penetrate every Dharma and understand every
kind of practice.

Now we're reciting the name of Guanyin Bodhi-
sattva, which is a part of the Buddhadharma. If you've
never cultivated this method before, then you should try
it! Don't stubbornly refuse to try it. People who fully
participate in this Dharma session to its end will surely
get benefits for both body and mind. Under no circum-
stances should you pass up this opportunity which is
right before you!
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Bodhisattvas cultivate the six perfections
(paramitas) and the myriad practices. The six perfections
are:

(1) Giving: This means that we should give to
other people, not that other people should give to us.

(2) Patience: During this Guanyin Recitation Ses-

sion, we'll see whether or not you can be patient. A patient
(—) 15% © 5 EmiEeH A K5 person will successfully complete this session, while an

. impatient person will indulge in idle thoughts all day

FHAM A4 H C o long. He might think, "I'll wait awhile, and then go to a
restaurant and have a big feast.” Or maybe he'll think,

— = . e i et S e What's the use of my being here, reciting Guanyin Bo-

(=) &k fﬁ“ﬁm?éﬂatmﬁﬂi Bt dhisattva's name? It's a lot of nonsense. I'm leaving right
BIREENRER - BEREL > BLBEERHITSEEE  away!” These are the thoughts of an impatient person. An
o BERE Gt KP4 - B4 © impatient person cannot cultivate the Way. It doesn't

HE e

F A ([ e 2 r = e really matter whether you sit in_meditation or recite the
PSR B R RIEE A - ) =X Buddha's name or Guanyin Bodhisattva's name. These are

EFE G THRAREEQEE > AMEN ? B EES  really the same Dharma-door; there's basically no differ-
BE o EEMU | EEESG A - @AM A - K ence between them. No matter which Dharma-door you
. cultivate, you need to have patience before you can suc-
[Si=yicd ° Az N, B N, AN i .
REEHE  IREAAREL AL APt i L i ceed. If you have no patience, then you'll never cultivate
EREM AL - BEE—EIAPT  FRAR 2 AT any Dharma-door successfully. A person who has no pa-

AR o FESSLIEGEFT » SRR AL » e tience always feels that everything is wrong and bad.

e . . Nothing ever suits him. If nothing meets your desire, then
BAHGEL - (RERAE - MHEEFTEEAR T = \what method could you hope to cultivate? There is no

EAHAML  EEESEET A - FIELAR  mark of self within the Way, and no ego to attach to. One

5 HERYRITE > TR SRR ? %5 who is attached WI||'| never be abl_e to I(l:ultlvat_e the Way.
Someone may say, "I want to meditate!" Well, if you want

RAE, AT MEAFTEE  BUKELR (o meditate, then even more do you need patience.

REfEE - A A ¢ T IRESAE - ) [RESE - H @ Hold ) !

N 3) Holding precepts: This means "Do no evil and re-
E V= .

ARG spectfully practice all good deeds."

(=) Hipk : st M=EEE/E > F=4  (4) Vigor: This means not being lazy

7. (5) Chan samadhi, or concentration: We are now

reciting Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's name and seeking

(PU) K& © g R o Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's help so that we can obtain Chan
samadhi.

(F1) fE - TSEHEEEE > ek (6) Wisdom: Once we have Chan samadhi, we can

EE S TR B E - bring forth wisdom. These six perfections are interrelated.

(7N) &= A TS sAEREE -
DN A =T R (R -
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As long as you have patience,
you'll succeed at whatever Dharma-door
you practice.
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.Someone says, "I'd like to specialize in Chan
samadhi."” Well then, I'll tell you how to cultivate Chan
samadhi: once you enter the Chan hall, you may never under
any circumstances set foot outside it again. Someone asks,
"But what if 1 get sick? What will | do then?" If you get sick,
then you are simply sick. Even if you are sick, you still must
meditate. And if you die, what'll you do then? Even if you
die, we won't carry you out of the meditation hall. When a
Chan cultivator dies, his corpse is placed under an empty
seat. Even though it stinks, it isn't carried out of the hall. Our
rules say that even when somebody dies, he is not allowed to
leave.

You say, "Isn't that just like being in jail?" I ask you,
"Do you really think you're not in jail right now?" Every per-
son is locked in his own jail, only he's not aware of it. When
your self-nature wants to leave, it cannot go freely. When it
wants to return, it cannot return. If it goes out, it cannot
come back; when it comes back, it cannot leave again. Is this
what you call freedom? Every person's body is a jail, but you
don't understand this.

Therefore, during our Chan session, once you enter
the Chan hall, you stay. You're not allowed to go out of the
door whenever you want. Anyone who wants to leave will
be hit on the head, shoulders, and back by the proctor's stick.
This is during a Chan Meditation Session. When we hold a
Guanyin Recitation Session, it's also the same way: no one is
allowed to leave the hall. Anyone who leaves is in line for a
beating, because who told you to come in the first place?
You say, "l saw the announcement; that's what brought me
here." Well, the announcement didn't say that you're free to
leave after you come.
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Actually, you may leave, but only on the condition
that you pay everyone's food bill for the entire session.
Otherwise, you can't go. Why not? Because as soon as
you go, other people will watch you leave and they'll want
to go, too. Once you leave, another person will leave, and
then everybody will go. That's called "destroying the
Way-place." So in order to avoid creating the offense of
destroying the Way-place, you should pay for everyone's
food. If you can't afford it, then the best thing would be
for you not to go!

All the people who've come to Gold Mountain
Monastery for this session have deep affinities with one
another. If you didn't share these affinities, you wouldn't
have entered the door of Gold Mountain Monastery. Since
we have these ties, why don't we become friends within
this Guanyin Dharma Session? Let's all join hands and go
forward together. Where are we going? We're going wher-
ever each of us wants to go. Each one of us should help
the others out. Why am | saying this? Because | don't
want you to go down the wrong path.
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All the six basic afflictions and the twenty sub-
sidiary afflictions are included in the second of the Four
Truth, accumulating. Because the truth of accumulating
beckons so many afflictions, the turning by manifesta-
tion is, “This is accumulating; its nature is feelings
which beckon.” What do the feelings beckon? They
beckon the afflictions, and it is your afflictions that keep
you from attaining genuine wisdom. Should you wish to
attain genuine wisdom, you must first defeat the afflic-
tions. In order to defeat them, you must first recognize
that they are afflictions. If you don’t, what will you de-
feat? If you have no idea at all what afflictions are, how
will you be victorious? It is like wanting to kill thieves.
They too are people. As it says in the Shurangama Su-
tra, you must know where the thieves are and must rec-
ognize what they look like; otherwise, when you are face
to face with them, you will take them to be good friends
instead of the very people who were the ones who stole
your things and who will rob you of all your treasures.
Our afflictions are just the same way. If you recognize
situations of afflictions for what they are, then you will
no longer be affected by them, and you can defeat them.
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Only through extinction can the ulti-
mate joy be attained. We are continuing the discus-
sion of the dharma of the Four Truths: suffering, accu-
mulating, extinction, and the Way. | have already spo-
ken about the three kinds of suffering, the eight kind of
suffering, and all the infinite kinds of suffering. | have
also spoken about the truth of accumulating, that is,
about the six basic afflictions and the twenty subsidiary
afflictions which form part of the truth of accumulat-

ing.

The third of the Four Truths, extinction, is ex-
plained as meaning both “unmoving” and “such, such.”
When you have been certified as having attained the
truth of extinction, you have attained genuine happi-
ness. The four attainments of Nirvana are permanence,
bliss, self, and purity. This attainments is the receipt of
certification of the fruition called “still extinction.”
However, it is still the fruition of the small vehicle, not
the ultimate and wonderful fruitation of the great vehi-
cle. Itis a partial principle of truth to which Arhats are
certified as having attained. They cut off the birth and
death of the delimited segment — the body — but have
not yet attained final liberation from the birth and
death of the fluctuations.

By ending the birth and death of the delimited
segment, those of the two vehicles, Arhats and Pra-
tyekabuddhas, attain the bliss of the still extinction and
destroy the delusions of the views and thoughts.
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Deluded views refer to the arising of crazing for what you see.
The craving which arises in your mind as a result of confront-
ing a certain situation is called a view-delusion; you are con-
fused by the situation.

Thought-delusion, on the other hand, refers to confusion about
the principles of the Way. Because you don’t understand them,
your mind gives rise to the making of distinction. When dis-
tinctions are made, the more you make, the farther away you
get. The farther away you get, the more distinction you make.
This “taking the wrong road” is called thought-delusion.

When you are certified as having attained the bliss of
still extinction, you cut off the delusions of both thoughts and
views. Yet you are still able only to make ignorance surrender;
you have not yet eradicated it. Not only in the state of an
Arhat, but in all states of enlightenment up to and including the
state of the Equal- Enlightenment Bodhisattvas, there still exists
a very last portion of ignorance characterized by production
which has not been destroyed. Therefore, even when one is
certified as having attained the fruition which is still extinction,
ignorance still exists; however, it does not appear.

Although the birth and death of the delimited segment
has already been ended, the birth and death of the fluctuations
still exists. What is meant by the birth and death of the fluctua-
tions which continue even after the attainment of still extinc-
tion? The fluctuations refer to the thoughts we give rise to: one
thought after another, the first then the next then the one after,
thought after thought, unceasingly. The unending transforma-
tion of the flow of thought is called the birth and death of the
fluctuations. The production of one thought is a birth, and the
extinction of one thought is a death. Why is it called birth and
death? It is because genuine samadhi has not been attained.
When one enters samadhi, coarse thoughts and desires stop.
When the first dhyana, called the ground of bliss born of sepa-
ration, is attained, the breath stops. When you reach the second
dhyana, called the ground of bliss born of samadhi, your pulse
stops. At the third dhyana, called the ground of wonderful hap-
piness part from bliss, your thought stops. In the fourth dhy-
ana, called the ground of clear purity which discards though,
there are no fine thoughts. However, attainment of the four
dhyanas is ot a verification of the fruition of enlightenment.
They are nothing more than temporary realizations which come
as a result of cultivating the Way. Moreover, the four dhyanas
are not very high levels. Most ordinary people who cultivate
the Way can probably attain the fourth dhyana.

(748 To be continued)
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance

A E ol LSSy 20085E 8 HHGE » HlitEStross FOE
A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross

ANE ¢ BRAEEDIMNYRIATHCE o fzE T EHE 2 B EEm e DUR RN T =0EE ) ZRENEE o Ry
BEASE = ({4 ¢ Externalists: Those who are confused about the truth and practice deviant dharmas. What is

truth? It means the principles can be certified with the Three Dharma Seals in Buddhism. In other words, they
should agree with the three conditions:

SEITHEE - tE— VB E SR - Z2H - #NMEEREL -
All activities are impermanent- all things in the world including time and space are continuously chang-
ing in flux.

s AR - T B —VIEYEEYERSILLEED) - GIMEE - EEIEESEENRAE -
All dharmas are free of self- dharmas refer to all things including physical phenomena and mental ac-
tivities, for example, we have no way to make our body not become sick or extinct.

JRERREE - RERREREE - BEREAANEANN - CEREEREE -
Nirvana is in tranquil stillness—Nirvana is a sanskrit which means neither born nor dying. All the af-
flictions such as greed, anger and delusion have been removed.

FRAEHIE - ENEATL-FNTESNE - AN ? Z50E | HRSHE AR NE - Z2ELE - (FEUERE
&) =0 TEEIEOPT  BElEE o FERE WEFREN O GUBEIA L - BEORAGT - BHHIE
% o BRI ER L o FTVE(E E AZRFEBHFARERM > @RAEN - BEIE > iR -

When the Buddha was in the world, there were ninety-sixkinds of externalist. Are there any nowadays?
Many! There are externalist attaching to Buddhism all over the world, especially in Taiwan. It says in the Buddha
speaks of Dharma-extinction sutra, “The demons will become Shramana, undermining my teachings.  They will
wear worldly ordinary clothes, and favor five-color Sash, they drink wine and eat meat.” These people slip into
Buddhism, destroy Buddha's right Dharma, cheat to obtain wealth and lust. Therefore, Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua taught people to bow the Great Compassion Repentance every day, recite the Great Compassion Mantra, cul-
tivate and study right Dharma so as to get rid of demonic obstacles.
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Why do demons were so terrified? Because the any cultivators who upholds the Great Compassion Darani
can attain the treasure of wondrous merit and virtue surpassing those of ordinary people. * Demons will give rise to
fear upon seeing such a cultivator. When living beings feel nervous, their hair erected muscles in skin will stop
contraction and the hairs will stand up.

GREER

The assembly achieved fruitions

—{7 e » R - Everyone in the entire assembly achieved fruitions
ARG » st — e R BIEREE - Everyone in the assembly accomplished a fruition.

BUSAPER - BSHPEE R - MR - SRR -
Some attaining the fruition of a stream-enterer, some the fruition of a once-returner, some the fruition of a
never-returner, some the fruition of an Arhat, 2

BRI ESE B DRI > BRI R SEsR AR E » IRUIEER - /R RIETT - BibR =57 (5 -
@S SR ) B B A DGRV R R IRAL - RISt - K AJEER - RINR

Here it talks about those who have made the resolve to transcend the world. Upon hearing Guan Shr Yin
Bodhisattva speak the Great Compassion Mantra, they quickly accomplished a fruition. The Hearers of the Small
Vehicle cultivate in order to end the delusion of view and delusion of thought in the Triple Realm (the desire
realm, the form realm and the formless realm), they then can certify fruitions of four different levels, eventually
they will end birth and death, and enter Nirvana forever. Please refer to the form below.

VR CRIEDBEERBAS) « MRS, JeEIm. IR, MR, B
B R TE MEELE. WORESE. WAL MR MUEL. ZEEEL. e
. Please refer to Great Compassion Darani Sutra: The treasure of
Buddha's body, the treasure of radiance, the treasure of compassion, the
treasure of wondrous Dharma, the treasure of Samadhi, the treasure of
empty space, the treasure of fearlessness, the treasure of wondrous word,
the treasure of eternal dwelling, the treasure of liberation, the treasure of
medicine king, the the treasure of spiritual power.

0

Z hitp://zh.wikisource.org/zh/ i 52 K G i/ )\ +— & B =%
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/INFRER AT Fruitions of Small Vehicles

A3E Sanskrit

- fpR

Ending delusions

¥ ERJEPEE The first fruition-a Stream-enterer
( AR B Fruition of ready to enter the stream - THEE

AJit-ready to enter the stream of sages )

Srotapanna phala

B = 5L R - Ended the delusion

of view in the Triple Realm.

—EHIPEE The second fruition-a once returner Sakrdagami BT SRR/ BB - Ended the

( —73& 52 Fruition of returning once - —3KakF 24 | phala first six kind of delusion of thought
returning to the realm of desire to get born for one in desire realm
time )
=B HB<& The third fruition-a never-returner Angami phala Brac R BB =M -

( RIBE fruition of never returning- R FARAN R4k Ended the last three kinds of delu-
never returning to the realm of desire to get born ) sion of thought in the desire realm
DU SRR 2852 The fourth fruition-an Arhat Arahat =5 B -

(FERRAESE » K AJESR) Attaining Liberation from | phala All the delusion of view and delu-

birth and death, and entering Nirvana forever.

sion of thought are eradicated.

(f5#E To be continued)

10

LB EEA286H8 20155 +-H, +—H




10 H 17 ISP AgiFHER
October 2015 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

MON— | TUSZ (WED=|THUWM|[FRIHA SATIN
10/25/15 (g sun) B (EEE,, [2tpb R pte o 7
%}ﬂﬁé %%E% [[:H %5& AR AR Shurangama Mantra Recitation
. ) ) Great Great :00 pm  HEES
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s . . £:00pm FEHE
Leavine H CTTB Compassion [Compassion (b i B 224T)
VARYY ~F W
eaving Home at [Repentance [Repentance - R -
Dharma Lecture on ‘Infinite
A HESUISFRRREABLHE (415-421-6117) Life Sutra’
Please contact us if you would like to participate!
—+= 4 =+= 5L+m 6 |=+= 7 =+ 8 =+t 9 =+n 10
9:00am - 3:00am 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 am RV E
gﬁﬂﬁﬁ “Zé,(é N N N PN IR Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra Recitation [OT€at Great Great Great Great 1:00 pm  HELE
1,00 pm TS Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |Compassion [Compassion (fflzh fm B 224%)
2 D: o¥ni VARYY ~F WL
[ Repentance [Repentance [Repentance [Repentance [Repentance " R o
<<{ 2 R#’E’%EE__—EJ;\Z% » Dharma Lecture on ‘Infinite
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