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Asking the Bodhisattva to Disinfect the Planet
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hy are we holding a session to recite the name of Earth Treasury Bodhisattva? It's because there are too
many disasters in the world now. We want to ask Earth Treasury Bodhisattva, based on the power of his past vows,
to dispel all the calamities.

What Earth Treasury Bodhisattva values most is the practice of filiality, because he was filial and compli-
ant to his parents in life after life. But it wasn't easy—he perfected this practice by undergoing many ordeals and
hardships. When his parents did not believe in the Triple Jewel, he would respect and comply with their wishes,
while using various skillful and expedient Dharma-doors to lead them to have faith in the Triple Jewel. Every-
where he goes, he practices the Bodhisattva path but never gets attached to appearances.
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That is, he doesn't get attached to the merit of his deeds.
He doesn't praise his own virtuous conduct. Even when
he saves living beings, he says that the living beings
saved themselves; he doesn't want living beings to thank
him or bow to him.

Among the ranks of Bodhisattvas, he doesn't feel
that he is more eminent than the other Bodhisattvas. He
doesn't entertain the idea that his vows are bigger, or that
his kindness and compassion are vaster, or that his spiri-
tual powers are greater. No matter what he says or does,
he doesn't make a big deal out of it, because he feels he
is just carrying out his duty. He doesn't dwell on his own
merit. For that reason, all living beings are moved to
praise him, and the Buddha himself lauds him. The Bud-
dha does not casually praise a person; he only praises
those who are worthy of it. Since Earth Treasury Bodhi-
sattva does not dwell on or advertise his own merit and
virtue, he can obtain a response in the Way. Such a re-
sponse comes naturally; he doesn't use any special
method to obtain it. In our own cultivation, we should
imitate the spirit of Earth Treasury Bodhisattva and his
boundless vow:

As long as the hells are not empty, I vow not to
become a Buddha.

Only when all living beings have been saved will
I accomplish Bodhi.

Every year, we hold the session for the sake of
dispelling the poisons in space and in the world. The at-
mosphere is now very polluted, and there is a poisonous
energy brewing in the universe which can't be dispelled.
We can only sincerely ask the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
to shine their light and cause the invisible but lethal
toxic energy to disappear. Therefore all the activities at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas have a direct impact
on the state of peace or danger in the world. If the peo-
ple in this Bodhimanda are not sincere, the world will be
in even greater danger!
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Mankind has committed too many offenses, and
does not have the power to evade the retribution. Today,
on the birthday of Earth Treasury Bodhisattva, everyone
is reciting the name of Earth Treasury Bodhisattva in uni-
son, hoping the Bodhisattva will be compassionate and
cause the world to be peaceful. The possibility of such a
response depends on our sincerity. One person's strength
is not enough; the entire assembly's strength is required. It
is said, “The unity of purpose is like a strong fortress.”
With united strength and wisdom, let us pray for world
peace together.

Nowadays, people all have the feeling that the
world is not at peace, and is in fact in imminent peril.
Therefore, all the temples are praying for world peace
now. It was the Buddhist Lecture Hall and Gold Mountain
Monastery that started it, and then the temples in Hong
Kong and Taiwan followed suit. This confirms that the
world is on the brink of disaster, and we must pray for
peace. The Bodhimanda that is truly praying for world
peace is the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. That's be-
cause whenever we hold any Dharma event, we don't
hope that a great Dharma-protector will come and give us
a large donation. Every year when the time comes, we just
organize the Dharma event without making a lot of com-
motion. We conduct the affair as
usual, whether or not there is a
sponsor, because we see it as our
obligation and don't expect any
reward for doing it. Our only
hope is that the Buddha's light
will aid us and purge the world
of poisonous energy.

We hope Guanyin Bodhi-
sattva will anoint our crowns
with sweet dew, dispel the disasters and illnesses of living
beings, and cancel their sins and increase their blessings.
We also hope Earth Treasury Bodhisattva, with the great
strength of his vows, will enable living beings to leave
suffering and attain bliss, and eradicate all calamity and
peril. Reciting the names of Guanyin Bodhisattva and
Earth Treasury Bodhisattva is a way to disinfect the world
without the use of pesticides or chemical sprays. Rather,
sweet dew and Dharma-water are used to dispel the poi-
sonous energy in the world. For each bit that is dispelled,
the world obtains a bit of peace. When all the poisonous
energy has been purged from the world, living beings will
be blessed and mankind will be lucky indeed!



E A8 Words from Venerable Master
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Minor bad habits are not easy to change.
However, once we have changed these minor bad habits,
we will have samadhi.

2014346 b A+ A8 44342
19th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s
Entering Nirvana
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Verse:

Each of the sufferings exerts pressure,
and all attach each other,
Accumulating is feelings which beckon,
each unlike the other.

Only through extinction can the ultimate joy
be attained.

Therefore, this is the Way that should be practiced
to awaken to the emptiness of dharmas.
Through three turnings of the Four Truths
the Dharma wheel revolves,

Seven shares in enlightenment,

The Eightfold Upright Path,
intention, mindfulness, and diligence,

One day connect right through
And ripen the fruit of sagehood;

Partial truth with residue is just a conjured city.

Commentary:

The turning verification runs as follows: “This is suffer-
ing; you should know about it. I already know about suffering
and have no need to know more about it. In other words, now
it is you who should know about suffering. For me to know
about it again would be to add a head on top of a head. Second,
this is accumulating; you should cut it off. I have already cut it
off and need not cut it off again. Now it is I who am telling you
to cut it off, and I am just waiting for you to do so. Third, this
is extinction; you should verify it. I have already verified ex-
tinction, that is, the happiness of nirvana. I am just waiting for
you to verify it. Fourth, this is the Way; you should cultivate it.
I have already cultivated it and need not cultivate it further.”
The turning by verification attests that he himself has already
reached attainment, and he tells you to cultivate. If he had no
attainment, there would be no need for him to teach you to cul-
tivate.

Suffering is the first of the Four Truths. Would you say
that this is real? Suffering is real, as one of my disciples told
her “guest-defiler” — her boyfriend. “Hurry up and go away,
guest-defiler! I am suffering too much! If you don’t go, I will
suffer too much.” “Guest-defiler” is a way of referring to an
object of perception, and so that is a case of appearing in a
body to speak the Dharma. This kind of phenomenon really
exists. If the guest-defiler doesn’t go you will suffer. Wouldn’t
you say that’s strange? The guest-defiler goes, making it possi-
ble for the suffering to decrease.
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There are three kinds of suffering: the suffering of suf-
fering itself; the suffering of decay; and the suffering of
the activity of the five skandhas. There are also the
eight kinds of suffering, of which the first four are pro-
duced from your own body: the suffering of birth, the
suffering of sickness, the suffering of old age, and the
suffering of death. The second four kinds of suffering
are caused by external situations: the suffering of being
apart from those you love, the suffering of being to-
gether with those you detest, the suffering of not obtain-
ing what you seek, and the suffering of the flourishing of
the five skandhas. Then there are all the infinite kinds of
suffering. The truth of suffering includes a lot of suffer-
ing.

Sufferings oppress people until they can’t breathe. The
suffering press down and cut off the breath until it is un-
bearable. “Guest-defiler, go away fast, fast! [ am suffer-
ing too much.” That is the truth of suffering. I have
spoken about it a good deal before, so I need not speak
about it in detail now.

Suffering is piled upon suffering: this is the truth
of accumulating. Each of the sufferings exerts pressure,
and all attach together. The three sufferings, the eight
sufferings, and all the infinite sufferings press down on
you so that you can’t breathe, all attacking you at once
as if they were fighting with you. The guest-defiler
comes, everything comes, grabbing a little here, grab-
bing a little there. The six consciousnesses and the six
objects of perception and every kind of situation come
from outside to attack you. Therefore, the verse says,
“Each of the sufferings exert pressure, and all attack to-
gether.” Each kind of suffering attacks you, and each is
too much suffering. Suffering is added upon suffering.

Accumulating is feelings which beckon, each unlike the
other. What accumulates is affliction. Afflictions are
even more terrible than guest-defilers. Guest-defilers
can only give you a little external provocation, but they
also make afflictions attack from the inside. When the
attack of the guest-defilers is carried to the inside, afflic-
tions are generated.

(F##8 To be continued)
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance

ARSI G158 200858 HFREE - HlifEStross BOE
A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross
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Dharma-nature body is also called Dharma body. Dharma-nature is the ultimate nature of emptiness of all
dharmas. Because it is the nature of emptiness, it cannot be destroyed, and it is free of old age, sickness and death.
Our physical body, however, is composed of five skandhas. It came into being when conditions gather, it will de-
cay when conditions fall apart, thus it undergoes the impermanence of birth and death. Therefore we should make
a vow to end birth and death. Quickly attain the same Dharma-nature body. How come we have the same Dharma-
nature body as the Buddha’s. In the Avatamsaka Sutra, it says, all living beings are inherent with virtue and wis-
dom of the Tathagata, however, they fail to realize them because of their deluded thoughts and attachments. Origi-
nally all living beings are equal and level without distinctions, they all have Buddha nature, and are capable of be-
coming a Buddha.
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Everything is for the sake of taking cross living beings. The fruition one seeks in these four sentences refers
to the Buddha path is unsurpassed, and | vow to accomplish. However, we should firstly take the ship of prajana,
then we can cross the ocean of sufferings. If we want to achieve the prajana wisdom, we should keep precepts, cul-
tivate Samadhi, and practice according to Thirty-seven Factors of Enlightenment.
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The great vow above are vows made out of compassion toward living beings, to pray for unsurpassed Bo-

dhi. Below are six kinds of dedications, which are vows out of compassion to extinguish sufferings of all living
beings.
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If I face a mountain of knives, the mountain of knives will break by itself.
If I face the boiling oil, the boiling oil will dry up by itself.

If I face hells, hells will disappear by themselves

If I face hungry ghosts, hungry ghosts will be filled by themselves.

If I face asuras, their evil thoughts will be tamed on their own.

If I face animals, the animals will attain great wisdom by themselves.
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If I face a mountain of knives, the mountain of knives will break by itself. If I face the boiling oil, the boil-
ing oil will dry up by itself. Those who have heavy karma of killing killed people with weapons many lives ago,
so when it is time for them to receive the retributions, they also will be harmed by these weapons. The boiling oil
describes how hot it is in the hell.
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Being driven up to the mountain of knives, being casted downed into the pot of oil. These two sentences
can trigger your thinking about how sea creatures-fish, shrimp and crabs are fried in the kitchen of restaurants. The
hells can be seen in the world. Just go online and take a look at the modern slaughterhouse where chickens and
cows are killed, really cruel. How anyone who has just a bit of wholesome consciousness can stand eating the meat
of living beings? In USA, nearly a hundred thousand cows and two thousand and three hundred million chickens
are killed every day, and this does not count in pigs, sheep and other animals. If you do not believe in principles of
cause and effect, you will surely make a big mistake.

(F## To be continued)
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My Cause and Affinity of Learning Buddhism -

spoken by Situ Shaohui on the Nirvana Memorial Day of Venerable Master Hua

W FHF Article Continued from Previous Issue-
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On the back cover, there was a printed design that says the City of 10,000 Buddhas (CTTB), so I search on
the internet and checked about the information of the City of 10,000 Buddhas as well as its founder. I read about
the biography of Venerable Master Hua with great interest. I was impressed by the Venerable Master’s strict up-
holding of Buddhist precepts and law, and his lifetime cultivation. I had read the cultivation of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha as well as the Great Master Han Shan and Honorable Monk Xu Yun in their biographies. I was deeply moved
by these two great virtuous ones’ cultivation and virtue. However, it seemed these happened long time ago and
were far away in China. I didn’t have a mentor to ask questions and to study with, so I had to hide the thought of
cultivation in my mind. I now read the biography of Venerable Master. It is like seeing the silhouette of Buddha’s
cultivation and that of the ancient great ones. I had a lot of doubts about life and questions on the Buddhist texts.
During that time, whenever I was free, I would turn on the computer and google in Chinese those questions that I
wanted to ask the Venerable Master for answers. It was a wonderful experience as if I was talking with Venerable
Master. My doubts were gradually solved. During that short period of time, my mind was so delighted. It is like a
thick black piece of cloud blocking the sunlight has been shuffled away and now I can see the bright sunshine.
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Questions such as these:
Question: How to set one’s mind at peace?

Venerable Master: Look for things happened in the past instead of looking for what will happen in the
future. What you have done now is what you will have in the future. What you will have in the future is
what you have done now. Nothing is happening in the world until a mediocre person messes things up
for him or herself. The virtue ones will receive auspicious response while the unethical ones will attract
disasters.
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Question: How do we find a good teacher in this Dharma-ending age?

Venerable Master: There is no distinction between evil and good at the Dharma-ending age. You have
to know whether or not he or she has a mind of greediness, of fighting, of stupidity, of seeking advan-
tages, of selfishness, of interest in self-benefit, and of lying and cheating people.
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Question: How do | cultivate in order to end birth and death?

Venerable Master: eating, dressing, and sleeping.
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Question: Where does karmic obstacle come from?

Venerable Master: It's from money, lust, fame, food, and sleeping. You create karma when you are crav-
ing for money. You create karma again when you fond of lust. Seeking fame also creates karma. You
even create more karma when you are longing for food. Yearning for excess sleep would create the
karma of imbecility.

(F## To be continued)

10 S IESEA279H 20145 /L~ LA



BRI o F2e

W R &

August 2014 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

SUN®SH MON- |TUS = WED = THUw | FRI1 2 SAT=*
§ Wi 1 |t 2
i~ o
S E 8/10—8/16 1:00 PM 9:00 am FHREITE
B j(?'.ﬁ‘l‘ﬁjl Shurangama Mantra Recitation
| & J_' %Y % % @ { Great 10:00 am FBZX (Lecture)
: o Compassion 1:10 pm K IE
Earth Store Sutra Rec1tat10n Repentance |Great Compassion Repentance
VN 900am-3:100m 3 P 4 |t 5 H— 6 h= 7 = 8 |+m 9
Tk 3 & 1:00PM  |1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 0,00 am 5 BTG
) PN WNTE PNk WNGRE WNTE Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra Recitation .
0 4 Great Great Great Great Great 10:00 am FBEE (Lecture)
10:00am T % At 3 Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |Compassion [Compassion 1:10 pm KRB
Dham‘lil \Le‘cture Repentance |Repentance [Repentance  |Repentance |Repentance [Great Compassion Repentance
3:10pm 1FEAILE
Pure Karma Society Class
A 10 v 11 f& 12 R 13 fn 4 |-+ 15|+ 16
- . 9:00am - 3:10pm
9:00 YR
H(IZ’E/’& 2 TﬁD”?‘ )% T loorw  |wooru 1:00 PM L00PM  |1:00 PM T
B Actual Day, N R 3 $
2 IR 2 R & 3 m & 3 m e |3 A &
Celebration of Ullambana £ & g e E&‘ L e b }& L dk ‘& g | E&« ® Earth Store Sutra
530, 5 48 [Earth Store [Earth Store [Earth Store Earth Store [Earth Store Recitation
| ﬁ\ & Sutra Sutra Sutra Sutra Sutra 10:00 am FEZLE (Lecture)
Earth Store Sutra Recitation [Recitation [Recitation  [Recitation Recitation  [Recitation
T 17 |=+= 18 =+ 19 |=+% 20 |+ 21 [+t 22 =+ 23
9:00am - 3:10pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 am "
3m b, I& @ PN KB AR WNGE KB Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra Recitation  lOreat ‘ Great ‘ Great . Great . Great ' 10:00 am FEZE (Lecture)
10:00 2m o B B} 34 gompassmn gompasswn gompassmn gompassmn gompassmn 1:10 gm‘j(@ 198
Dharma Lecture epentance [Repentance epentance epentance epentance |Great Compassion Repentance
= n 24 f— 25 |u= 26 |m= 27 o 28 |wr 29 | i 30
9:00am - 3: 10 m 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 am o EEr
ERR B LS B MG CIE PR A e Amitabha Buddha Recitation
(:E B Actual Day) Great Great Great Great Great 10:00 am YEZL (Lecture)
. Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |Compassion [Compassion 1:10 pm R EH
Celebration of Earth Store
. , . Repentance |Repentance |Repentance Repentance [Repentance |Great Compassion Repentance
Bodhisattva’s Birthday
it 31

8:30am - 3:30pm

L

Medicine Master Repentance

10:00 am T % BF 4

Dharma Lecture

B#ER CTTB

8/24/14 (H Sun) AWK Lt T ¥4
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday

R E < ISP S 2k

Please contact us if you would like to participate !
415-421-6117
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