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Rich or Poor, Long-lived or Short-lived —
None Can Escape Transmigration
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Now we will discuss some of the richest, the noblest, the poorest, and the lowliest figures in Chinese his-
tory.

Shi Chong was wealthy, and Fan Dan, poor; Gan Luo's fate was late, while Tai Gong was early.
Peng Zu was long-lived, but Yan's life was short. These six people are all within the five elements.

Shi Chong, who lived in the Jin Dynasty, was one of the wealthiest and most famous people in Chinese his-
tory. His fortune was comparable to the national treasury. Once Shi Chong went to a banquet at a friend's house.
His friend told him how he had obtained a coral tree two feet eight inches high and then brought the piece out to
show Shi Chong.
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Shi Chong took a look and scoffed, "What's so
great about that?" He then stomped on the coral tree and
smashed it to bits. "Oh no!" his friend cried ruefully. "It
was so hard to find in the first place, and now you've ru-
ined it. How awful!"

Shi Chong retorted, "What's the big deal? I've got
zillions like this in the storerooms at home. Come see for
yourself.” The friend went to Shi Chong's house where he
saw several hundred coral clusters over three feet tall.

Shi Chong said, "Go ahead! Take one! Choose
whichever one you like!" What his friend had prized as a
treasure was a dime a dozen in Shi Chong's house. This
shows how tremendously wealthy Shi Chong was. No one
knew the true extent of his fortune.

Fan Dan was a beggar who had nothing of his
own. Each day he would go out and beg for his food, and
then he would eat however much he got. He didn't work at
all. When he ran out of food, he would go and beg for
more. His situation was such that:

Barely getting by on a day's scraps,
He was on the verge of homelessness.

Every place was home to him. Although it was
true that Fan Dan was poor and always had to beg for
food, he probably started saving up some food. Confucius
and his disciples ran out of food when they were travel-
ling through the state of Chen. Since they had nothing to
eat, Confucius told his disciple Zi Lu to go and borrow
some rice from Fan Dan. Confucius had so many follow-
ers, and yet he needed to borrow rice from a beg-

gar — strange how things work, isn't it? Zi Lu went to Fan

Dan and explained, "My teacher has run out of food in the
state of Chen, and I've come to borrow rice from you."

Fan Dan said, "If you want to borrow rice, that's
fine, but first you must answer my question. If you give
the right answer, I'll lend you the rice. If you don't, | won't
lend it to you."
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Zi Lu confidently replied, "Ask away!" Fan Dan
said, "Tell me, in this world, what is numerous and what
is few? What makes people happy and what makes them
sad? If you tell me the right answer, I'll lend you the rice
with no strings attached. You can borrow as much as you
want. If you answer wrongly, however, | won't lend the
rice to you. | have to make that clear first."

Zi Lu said, "Your
question is way too easy! In
this world, there are many
- stars and few moons. Wed-
dings are happy and deaths
~ aresad."

When Fan Dan heard
Zi Lu's answer, he waved his
_fﬁ- hand and said, "Wrong!"

Zi Lu felt that his answer was perfect, that none
could be better. He was sure that Fan Dan hadn't planned
to lend him the rice to begin with and had just been teas-
ing. So, he refused to admit defeat. But Fan Dan still
wouldn't lend him the rice. Since there was nothing he
could do about it, he left in exasperation and went to see
Confucius.

"Teacher! Teacher! That Fan Dan is truly abominable! He
wasn't reasonable at all.” Zi Lu faithfully reported the en-
tire conversation to Confucius. Confucius said, "You did
give the wrong answer!"

Zi Lu was completely taken aback and protested,
"Fan Dan said | was wrong, because he was arguing for
himself. But Teacher, you should be on my side! Why do
you say that I'm wrong as well?"

Confucius said, "Listen to my answer: 'In this
world, there are many petty people and few noble people.
People are happy when they borrow things but sad when
asked to return them." Go give Fan Dan that answer.” Zi
Lu went back to Fan Dan and repeated Confucius' answer
to him. Fan Dan considered this answer to be completely
correct, so he lent the rice to Zi Lu. He filled a bamboo
tube with rice and gave it to Zi Lu to take back. This bam-
boo tube was actually a magic treasure that provided an
endless supply of rice. No matter how much rice one
wanted to use, the tube could provide that amount. You
see, poor men also have their poor men's treasures.
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During the reign of the First Emperor of the Qin Dy-
nasty, a boy named Gan Luo was made prime minister when
he was only twelve. He should have become prime minister at
the age of nine, but he was late by three years. Jiang Tai
Gong [a sage who lived during the time of King Wen of the
Zhou Dynasty] didn't meet King Wen until he was eighty.
Even so, he was early by three years. Gan Luo became the
prime minister at a very young age, but Jiang Tai Gong didn't
meet King Wen until late in life.

Peng Zu lived for over eight hundred years, so he is
considered to have been long-lived. Confucius' disciple, Yan
Yuan, on the other hand, died at age thirty, so he's said to
have been short-lived. Even so, he was the most intelli-gent
of Confucius' disciples, and the most avid learner. Upon
learning one principle, he could deduce ten others. When Zi
Gong (another disciple) heard one principle, he could only
deduce two. At Yan Yuan's death, Confucius lamented,
"Heaven is destroying me! Heaven is destroying me!" What
he meant was, "Heaven has doomed my teach-ing! Heaven
has doomed my teaching!"

These six people include some of the richest, poorest,
most noble, and most long-lived people, and also one whose
life was rather short. However, none of them was able to tran-
scend his fate, which was determined by the five elements.
None of them could escape the endless cycle of transmigra-
tion. Life is just like a dream, an illusion, a bubble, a shadow,
a dewdrop, or a lightning flash; that's how we ought to con-
template. Be attached to nothing and you will have no afflic-
tion. If you can see through every-thing, put it all down, and
come here to cultivate, that's even better. If you can't put eve-
rything down right away, then let go of things little by little.
Don't hanker after this transient existence in the six paths.
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Sutra:
And no ignorance or ending of ignorance, up to and

including no old age and death or ending of old age
and death.
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This passage mentions the twelve conditioned causes
(pratityasamutpada), which those of the Conditioned-
Enlightened Vehicle (pratyekabuddhas) cultivate.  The
twelve conditioned causes help people be born and die and
be reborn again. The Condition-Enlightened cultivate the
twelve dharmas of conditioned cause, and understanding the
principles of human life, they become enlightened and are
certified as having attained the fruition of Pratyekabuddha-
hood. They are called those the middle vehicle. Hearers
(shravakas) are the small vehicle, Pratyekabuddhas are the
middle vehicle, and Bodhisattvas are the great vehicle.

What is ignorance?

1) ignorance is the lack of understanding. In everyday lan-
guage it is called being mixed-up. It means that you have
not understood the principle.

2) Because you are so mixed up and you do not understand,
your behavior is mixed up, your actions are false. By false
activity is meant doing what you shouldn’t do. The false
activity leads to...

3) Empty and false recognition, that is, consciousness.

4) Mixed-up name and form follow.

5) Then there are mixed-up entrances; the six entrances
come into being. Form mixed-up entrances there arises.

6) Mixed-up contact. Where is mixed-up contact, one thinks
of.

7) Mixed-up enjoyment. From such mixed-up feelings
comes,

8) Mixed-up love, that is, craving. From mixed-up love
there then arises,

9) Mixed-up seeking and grasping, which is followed by,

10) Mixed-up having — that is, existence. To have is to ob-
tain. From mixed-up having, one can then obtain.

11) Future birth. And from rebirth comes,

12) Old age and death.

There are the twelve conditioned causes, and they all
begin with being mixed up. Because they are mixed up in
the beginning, they are mixed up at the conclusion. You
pass through one mixed-up life to the next, and that next life
is also mixed up. The twelve conditioned causes are all
mixed up, and mixed-up conditioned causes are exactly what
ordinary people are unable to understand.



B+ TR EREERAY 0 BB From the very beginning, the twelve conditioned
causes are mixed up. The desires that people give rise to,
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TRy MREEA A —TIAZEIVEES ~ MIZ8  mixed up. When the mixed-up behavior exists, there arises a
HIo R - sttt 2T el  FE L/ MfT mixed-up recognition, a mixed-up discrimination, a con-
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tiniest thread of light is emitted, it sees the light and goes
PIRS 5 EBEEE T4 o taZEntnl M, - there to become a fetus.
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RIESE0E A A B E 4T 429 5 B ERREE ° form, the fourth conditioned cause. Name refers to the four

A S ZEER A NAT N ATEES skandhas of feeling, cognition, formation, and consciousness,

while form refers to the form-skandha.

TRESME A : § Four kinds of awareness — feeling,
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o cognition, formation, and conscious-
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Il ness —exist in the mother’s belly in
L il name only; they have not yet actually
M~ HIMEE N
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4l entrances, the fifth conditioned cause.
There are six perceptual faculties as
FRET _ _
R > RIS the tasting-nature, the touching-nature,
and the knowing-nature. Those six natures are called the six
. . s said, “The six entrances lead to contact.” Having awareness
I 3 MG ES ) = JERE » yE=i ' . . .
Lo » PMRAUARZORAL SRAUS R P of contact, the child recognizes the feelings, the seventh con-
- and grasp; that is the ninth conditioned cause. Therefore,
BRI - RV T G - “love leads to grasping,” seeking and grasping for what one
there is rebirth in the next life; after rebirth comes old age and
death, the twelfth and last conditioned cause.

come into being. Once name and
form come to exist, there are then six

A o HETEN
A o EEINZ they give rise to the seeing-nature, the
hearing-nature, the smelling-nature,
NG F T8 SE/NMZ A —TE%%Z entrances. Once the six entrances exist, the child becomes
HIEVE - T48% st H—FfEE 0k o4 s aware of contact, the sixth conditioned cause. Therefore, it is
GHL o R Rs>KHL > ATt ARG ~ JHEE433E - ditioned cause, and from that the eighth, love, is produced in
PR REBEAEE B DAk A T3k 4 o T8R4 - the heart. Only after love is born does the child wish to seek
loves. Thereupon one wants to have, to get for oneself; that is
the tenth conditioned cause. Because of thinking and getting,

(%48 To be continued)

6 SBSEF2765 2014F —F - =4



E___[__‘ gﬁ Lai{g Corner— Z H# L 3] continued from last issue

B 5= B
A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance
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A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross

¥ 7 7T Making Vows and Holding Mantra
2%FH Making Vows

(sARE 5 4EHPERZE ¢ All kneel know, the cantor says:)
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Kneel down: Usually it means keeling down on both kneel. Cantor: One who is in charge of chanting, using one’s
voices to do the Buddha’s work. Details please refer to Fo Guang Dictionary.
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The sutra says: If there are Bhikshus -
Bhikshunis ~ Upasakas - Upasikas ~ pure

boy -~ pure girl who wish to recite and hold this £

mantra, should give rise to compassion toward §
all living beings and follow me in making :

VvOows such as these. (/54 To be continued)

LAH:

IR s s, SRS, FEIMETK—, FLE R LI,
Ml s St B2ER, WHHTHR—R, TSl s, A2l E 20, btz
TE I e, UEAMER DT, EEielii S =E - BRHDER, WIAEZly, Qo fhs, o
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

\iQ‘ur recitation of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva's name should continue non-stop, like a flowing

stream, until everything becomes one. Walking, standing, sitting, and lying down, we recite the name of
Gwan Yin. We must pay close attention and not forget Gwan Yin's name in thought after thought. Each
recitation must be clear and distinct.
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A record of visit to the Gold Mountain Monastery by
the Develoring Virtue Girls’ Secondary School of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

N LA, (BB E45 - The article continued from previous issue with Patrica Yan’s story.
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When | was in Malaysia, | was like a little bird free of worries and trouble flying
leisurely in the blue blue sky. | could go wherever | wished and no one could stop
me. In my dictionary, there were no such terms as: the spirit of helping each other, or
the spirit of teamwork, or compatibility spirit, or mutual caring spirit, or mutual sup-
port spirit. Because | always thought that | was the best and | could do whatever |
wanted, and I never had any consideration for other people. It had never occurred to
me that these were problems, and my parents and friends had never pointed out to me
about my problems because they knew | would not change. Therefore, my family and
friends continuously tolerated and protected me.
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My grades at school were terrible, | had never gotten an “A” or “B”. | only
spoke a few simple English words and failed to comprehend anything else. | had
never done any household duties whatsoever because we had maids at home. | could-
n’t even do the basic thing like sweeping. That’s why when | came to CTTB, my life
was like falling straight from the heaven to hell.

BRI IR A THEZ AR > 25 > Z2REE - NREEEHERG o i B SRR
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At the time, there were just too much setbacks for me to take at once. With neither direction nor goal, |
didn’t know where to start. Moreover, | didn’t grasp the importance of education, let alone wanting to study hard.
But the teachers and students here are full of compassion and patience. They continuously help me and encourage
me not to give up so easily on my future.

EEFIERE AL IR R > RABHEM T — KO RAVRE - ZEIM— B MR A S S
o ERMFIEREEA L - EREERE CHRE RN EIEEEIR - NIRRT - Frb iR Rk
EE > Ry T E BRI FIRIE R Tk -

Still, 1 didn’t put in any effort to improve myself, and over and over again | disappointed them without end.
The teachers were keeping my mother updated of my situation all along. They did not sleep well because of me
and worried that | might get sent back home. My mom was so anxious that she flew all the way here just to plead
the teachers on my behalf so that | could stay.

HEAS R (EIREL SR A > MR/ DR - BECHR AR E MR 23T - 5aoe T - B TR
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My mother has very strong personality and seldom cries. I still remember the day, while talking with the
teachers about me, my mom actually has cried, and for a long time. That was the first time in my life that | saw
her cry. Right then, I realized the purpose of my coming here. From that day onward, | began to study hard.

HEAEERE AR TP RER  (EERAAE AT B RS — AV EEHY - Gl © HALEE
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Although my first school year was a hard struggle, thinking back now it was a worthy sacrifice. For exam-
ple, most students went to bed early, not me, I had to stay up late until one or two o'clock in the morning to do my
homework before | could go to sleep. When my friends were chatting, | had to control myself from joining them. 1|
was not like them. | needed extra time to study and complete my homework because | was a bit slow compared to
other students.

PR AR HV R SRS - IR — Y3577 BTLARREE RIS — A A Rz
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Upon reflection, | truly rejoice at my first year’s struggle, without it, my second and third year would have
been much laborious. I learned many things here which I could never have learned in Malaysia. For example, |
learned about filial piety toward my parents; | learned about how to repay kindness to those who had helped me,
how to be independent, how to socialize with friends, and how to handle my emotions. Here I also learned not to
take things so seriously and how to let go. By letting go we grow.
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At CTTB, I received from everyone a lot of reflective nourishment. Teachers and students alike, everyday |
listened to words came deep from their hearts which bear wholesome intentions, and gradually I was influenced
by these words. Slowly, | began to recognize that my previous ideology was quite isolated. | also began to listen
attentively to others’ opinions, like so, my relationship with other students improved. At last, | realized the signifi-
cance of teamwork. Furthermore, | received many students’ assistance which enabled me to confront myself
bravely, confront my shaky foundation and all that | have done previously. Such as the difficult times when | first
arrived, I did not know anything then and was dropped three grades. During English classes, one or two students
even mocked me and looked down upon me. 1 used to take these things seriously. But afterwards, with the help
from my teachers and friends, | tried to accept and confront [things]. | would tell myself that it didn’t matter, don’t
change my life because of other people, and if | were ready to change and work hard, many teachers and friends
would continue to help and stand by me. Moreover, I had to thank those who once laughed at me, because the
more they believed that | was incapable, the more | needed to prove to them that | was able.
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I think everyone has their goals and wanted to achieve them. At times, it could be difficult. But, as long as
you know how to strive for it, and never give up, then I am sure you will achieve your goals. It is the same with
me, in these three years, | have not altered my goal , because till the present time | have not achieved my goal. So |
shall continue to strive. | believe that one day | will reach the goal of my wish. I will always remember this
phrase, “It is not whether you can, but rather whether you want to”. The opportunity is in your hand. | am genu-
inely grateful to my teachers for allowing me to study in CTTB and continuously over and over again gave me the
chance to stay. Had | not chosen to study at CTTB in the beginning, | think my future could never be as bright and
expansive as now. Thank you all. Amitabha!

(The End &358 )
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