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Working Hard For World Peace
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The modern world is made up of many countries. Each country is made up of many families. Each fam-
ily is made up of many people. Therefore, each person is very closely related to all the other people in the world.

If the minds of the people in the world are pure and free of defiled thoughts, this world will certainly be
peaceful and free of war. On the other hand, if every person’s mind is defiled, the world will consequently go bad.
Everyone knows this principle, but no one applies it. We all know it clearly and yet go against it. That’s truly
pitiful!
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That which is called “good” begins with the mind,
That which is called “bad” also begins with the mind.

The modern world has already reached the point of im-
pending death, when one cannot be sure in the morning
whether there will be an evening! Why is this? It’s because
the planet is on the verge of blowing up; the danger has
reached an extreme. Why is the earth about to blow up? Be-
cause it has been oppressed by the violent forces of the three
poisons: greed, anger, and stupidity. If the earth is destroyed,
the human race will certainly not survive.

But the people of the world still refuse to face this
situation. They still pass their time in drunkenness and die in a
dream, totally oblivious to the crisis. Some are only con-
cerned about what lies before them and have no regard for the
future. They worry that the human population is increasing
daily, and that there are people with no food to eat, no clothes
to wear, no houses to live in, and no energy to supply; they
think that those are the most serious problems. Actually, those
are relatively minor problems which will naturally resolve
themselves in time.

Our birth and death is really the big problem. One
minute we’re here, but the next minute we’re gone. In the
twinkling of an eye, the suffering of separation while alive or
when nearing death comes upon us. But people all treat this
serious problem with indifference, as if it were a dream.
Where did we come from when we were born? Where will we
go when we die? We have no idea. Even if we understood the
situation, what could we do? There’s only one way to save
ourselves, which is to correct our faults and go towards the
good, to reform ourselves. We shouldn’t be so selfish and
greedy for personal profit. Be kind and compassionate and do
everything for the sake of other living beings. We should imi-
tate the spirit of the Bodhisattva.

Each person’s behavior is controlled by his thoughts,
which cause him to enter the Ten Dharma Realms. With one
good thought, one can be born in the heavens. With one evil
thought, one can fall into the hells. It’s said,

With one enlightened thought, you are a Buddha.
With one confused thought, you are a living being.
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To put it simply, with one thought to benefit living be-
ings, you are a Bodhisattva. With one thought to benefit your-
self, you are a living being. With one thought of turning the
light inwards to reflect on yourself, you are an Arhat or Pra-
tyekabuddha. The choice is yours. If you turn your back on
enlightenment and unite with defilement, you are a common
person. If you turn your back on defilement and unite with
enlightenment, you are a Sage. It’s as easy as turning your
hand over.

Whether the world is good or bad also depends on a
single thought. If every person’s mind is good, the world will
abide eternally. If every person’s mind is bad, the world will
be destroyed. This is the law of nature. Buddhism exhorts
people to go toward the good, to understand cause and effect,
to create abundant wholesome merit and virtue. That is, if
people refrain from contention, greed, seeking, selfishness,
self benefit, and lying, the danger in the world will naturally
become peace. It’s said, “Everything is made from the mind
alone.” The mind can create the world, and it can destroy the

world. The mind can create the heavens, and it can create the
hells.
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Families are made up of people, and people are made
up of idle thoughts. If you change evil idle thoughts into good
idle thoughts, you become a good person. If you change good
idle thoughts into evil idle thoughts, you become a bad person.
That’s the pivotal point between being a good person and a
bad person.

Cultivators should diligently cultivate precepts,
samadhi and wisdom, and put greed, anger, and stupidity to
rest. Those are basic requirements. People who study the
Buddhadharma should first of all abstain from all evil and of-
fer up all good conduct. That is a basic requirement. If every-
one can really practice in that way, the world will become
good, the auspicious energy will increase, and the violent en-
ergy will decrease. If the universe is filled with auspicious
proper energy, then the earth will not blow up.
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How can we make the world peaceful and stable?
There is only one way: to come to a Way-place of the Proper
Dharma to study the Buddhadharma, reform your faults, and
renew yourself. If everyone mends his way and becomes
good, the world will be free from the three calamities and the
eight difficulties, and all people will live together harmoni-
ously, without greed or contention, in a world of Great
Unity.

I hope the people who have no religious faith will,
for the sake of the family, the country, and the world, re-
nounce greed and do some work for the welfare of society.
You should realize that money is an external thing which
you did not bring with you at birth, nor can you take with
you when you die.

If the light of the good people can counteract the

darkness of bad people, this world will be free of the violent
forces of the three poisons and will not be on the verge of
extinction. Although this principle is very simple, it requires
a profound effort to apply it successfully. All of you! You
must begin with the mind and reform the world, changing
hostility into harmony and bringing peace to the world.
The master of each person is his mind. If the mind is cor-
rupt, the body will be plagued with sickness and prone to
accidents and disasters. We must reflect within and examine
ourselves. If we have faults we should hurry and repent! It
1s said,

Offenses that fill up the skies are dissolved by
a single thought of repentance.

But you must sincerely repent if you want to quell disasters.
You can’t treat it as a joke, doing evil during the day and
repenting at night, thinking you can quell disasters. With
that kind of attitude, instead of getting rid of your offenses,
you only increase their severity. Why? It’s because you de-
liberately break the law, and therefore, you cannot be for-
given.
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We discussed that form is emptiness, so are feeling,
thinking, action, and consciousness. They are the same as
form, which is an object of perception. Where does the form
which is an object of perception come from? The pairing of
the six forms which are objects of perception with the six per-
ceptual faculties produces the six consciousnesses, in which
there arises discrimination of the form. The specific nature of
each of the six perceptual faculties (i.e. the consciousness as-
sociated with each) — seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, feel-
ing, and knowing — is empty. Since the nature is empty and
the form is manifest from the nature, form is also empty. In
other words, in form there is emptiness. You do not have to
leave form to find emptiness.

Now 1 shall talk about form and the seeing-nature.
Which of the two would you say exists first? If form exists
first, then how can it manifest when there is no seeing? If you
say that seeing exists first, then where does the seeing-nature
has no function. Therefore, both the seeing-nature and form
are fundamentally empty. You should not give rise to a one-
sided nature given to attachment and become attached to the
idea that existence itself is existence and emptiness itself is
emptiness. The original non-duality of emptiness and exis-
tence is true emptiness and wonderful existence giving birth to
wonderful functioning. Some people who do not understand
Buddhadharma see emptiness and think that is is certainly
empty; they see existence and think that it is certainly existent.
Not understanding the principle of the non-duality of empti-
ness and existence, they seek outside themselves, they look for
another head to put on top of the head they already have, and
they get caught up in false thinking. When the Buddha spoke
the Heart Sutra, he proclaimed the wonderful Dharma, the
principle of the non-duality of emptiness and existence.

Again he calls, “Shariputra, pay attention, listen”



@2 1817 BIERAAEE
ZEfy > BrAAN > EReEEEN - B

WHIVE > BRI —EEA - 2~ IEW
& BERIT—ELOFTE - Bl T ek

B/ O B ELRTE - 2
{EAAERE - P ESE AR x|

@kt —  RETIREEAE T
IR NEER 3 » SRR
BB RSN - - S
B B R A FTIEAR -
£/ - A (BORE » 2 - 18
FIZEREANSTHT - 3L
FAA— BT -
7+ LR T INER
FERE: - 3 > BHRAT
A B0 ©
R LR - |
HEEATRAE oy
o EEERFE .
ST
AHY - SRR B TR
B REONEA PR  NEA TR
A% T > BT AR SR 3
B - AR AR
E -

L3

|

Vo
=

At

RERBRERE -
FERI A 2 e B - SR RCERR SRR
4 -

(f#48 To be continued)

6

“All dharmas are empty of characteristics,” lacking a
nature of their own.

The five skandhas — form, feeling, cognition, formation,
and consciousness — are a general categorization of all dharmas,
which can be further divided into the 100 dharmas: eleven form-
dharma (rupa), eight mind-dharmas (citta), fifty-one dharmas
belonging to the mind (caitasika), twenty-four non-interacting
dharmas (citta viprayukta), and six unconditioned dharmas
(asamskrta)

The eleven form-dharmas, which were discussed above, refer to
the pairing the five perceptual faculties with the six perceptual
objects. The eight mind-dharma are these:

the eye-consciousness;

the ear-consciousness;

the nose-consciousness;

the tongue-consciousness;

the body-consciousness;

the mind-consciousness;

the defiling mind-consciousness (manas);
the storehouse-counseionss (alaya)

There are fifty-one dharmas belonging to the
mind. They comprise the two skandhas of feeling
and cognition. The skandhas of formation consists
of the twenty-four non-interacting dharmas. In addi-
tion there are the six unconditioned dharmas. To-
4 gether they make 100 dharmas.

Maitreya Bodhisattva transformed all the teachings of Shakya-
muni Buddha’s lifetime into 660 categories of dharma. Since
660 categories were still too many, later on the Bodhisattvas
Vasubandhu and Asanga summarized them into 100 dharmas.

The verse says, “‘All dharmas are empty of characteristics,” lack-
ing a nature of their own.”

“Not produced, not destroyed,” they silently pervade.
Nagarjuna Bodhisattva recited a verse of several lines which ex-

plains in detail the dharmas of production and extinction. How
did he put it?
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance
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A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross
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Single-mindedly I bow in respect to, Jewel King Bodhisattva ~ Medicine King Bodhisattva ~ Superb
Medicine Bodhisattva Mahasattva.
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Jewel King Bodhisattva: His precious jewel is the lofty and profound Buddhadharma. He gained tran-
scendence by studying immeasurable Buddhadharma. Medicine King Bodhisattva, Superb Medicine Bo-
dhisattva. In the immeasurable asamkya eons before, an honored elder whose name was Light of Stars
and Constellations, felt joyful upon hearing the equal and great wisdom of the Mahayana, and he of-
fered exquisite medicine from the snow mountain to Bhikshu Treasury of Sun and other Sanghas. The
medicine can cure two kinds of illness. One is the illness of body, which is caused by the earth, water,
fire and wind being not in harmony; the other is illnesses of mind, which are anger, hatred and afflic-
tion. His younger brother, Bright light of Lightning, joined him and took refined cream cheese and su-
perb medicine to make offerings as well. They two made a vow to dedicate the resulting merit and vir-
tue to unsurpassed Bodhi. They wish that whoever hears their names will be free from the sufferings
of sickness. For this reason, the sangha assembly called them Medicine King Bodhisattva and Superb
Medicine Bodhisattva. Medicine King Bodhisattva will become a Buddha in the future, with name
Eyes of Purity Tathagata; and Superb Medicine Bodhisattva will also become a Buddha, his Buddha-
name will be Treasury of Purity Tathdagata.
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Single-mindedly I bow in respect to, Flower Garland Bodhisattva, Great Adornment Bodhisattva,
Treasury of Jewels Bodhisattva, Mahasattva

GMM News Issue 270 Feb & Mar 2013 7
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Flower Garland Bodhisattva: This Bodhisattva uses the flower of cultivating Six Paramitas
and myriads of practice on the cause ground, to adorn the resulting virtue of unsurpassed Bodhi. In
Tang dynasty, an Indian monk who had already became an Arhat, came to propagate Buddhadharma
in China. When he passed by Congling (Onion Range), he suddenly saw two youths flying by, so he
stopped them with his spiritual power, and asked them where they were going and what for. The two
youths replied: “We are heading toward China to get the Flower Garland Bodhisattva’s teeth, then we
will put them in the Manjusri Hall of India, so that we can venerate and make offerings to them. The
monk asked again: “Who is the transformation body of Flower Garland Bodhisattva?”” The two youths
answered: “National Master Cheng Guan.” Then they flew away. After the Arhat arrived in Chang
An (Capital of Tang dynasty), he reported to the emperor and got the permission to open the confine,
and it turned out two front teeth were missing. From this, people got to know the Dharma Master

Cheng Guan was a transformation body of Flower Garland Bodhisattva.
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Saved by the Kindness of Buddhas and Buddhisattvas
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The most recent experience is nonetheless incredible. I once read an article by Master Hua, he said that if
one encountered an accident while traveling to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, all they need to do is to recite
Namo Gwan Shi Yin Bodhisattva and all will be safe; if indeed a car accident occurred, the car would be ruined
but the people would be safe. One night this February, I went to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It was raining
very heavily and the brake of our car failed. In order to avoid a car which suddenly swayed into our lane, we hit a
tree next to the driver's side. My daughter was driving and the driver’s seat was smashed so badly only a third was
left; the space between the seats was completely destroyed. The windows were shattered and the broken glass got
into my daughter’s skin. Her left cheek covered with blood. After about 10 minutes, I heard a male voice telling
us not to fall asleep and to keep awake; he told us he was going to call for help. After five minutes, I heard a fe-
male voice asking if we needed help. She called 911 and waiting until the police arrived then she disappeared. The
destroyed doors could not open so the police had no choice but to pry it out, they said, "you are very lucky, it is
very rare to see people walking away from such a bad accident". My daughter had six broken ribs but she did not
make any noise while in the hospital. The nurse said it would be awesome if all patients were as quiet as she was. I
asked her if it hurt, she said it did not hurt much after reciting the Compassion Mantra. The Great Compassion
Dharani Sutra mentioned those who recite the Great Compassion Mantra can eliminate all difficulties. If they en-
counter fire, it will not burn; if they encounter water, it will not drown, that is the heart mantra of Gwan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva.
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My left leg was injured after gotten hit by something between the seats, but I was not kept in the hospital. 3
days later, my god-sister took me to the tow car lot to check on our car. The people there said that they had never
seen any car destroyed in such a state like ours. The entire interior of the car was destroyed, except two items were
miraculously undamaged. Because the Dharma Masters had previously encouraged us to memorize the
Shuramgama Mantra, but I was unable to recite it by heart, therefore I put a copy of the Mantra in my car for easy
access whenever [ wanted to recite it. I also had the Ven. Master Hua’s audio tape, which I listened to often. At
that time, I saw the copy of the Mantra stood upright on the hand brake, in between two smashed seats, emitting
light. It truly was inconceivable! This car had gone through over ten miles of towing, you could not even put any-
thing in such a narrow space, but there it (the Mantra) stood straight and right. I could not have imagined it If [ had
not seen it with my own eyes.
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I remembered the Ven. Master once said, “The Shurangama Sutra is the true body of the Buddha. It is the
Buddha. It is the Dharma. It is the Sangha. It is also morality (precepts), concentration, and wisdom. If you want to
pay respect to the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha, you must first respect the Shurangama Sutra”. “The mani-
festation of the Shurangama Sutra is big, yet no boundary; small, yet no center.” “The doctrine of the Shurangama
Sutra is like the skeleton of a human body. If a person has only the skin, flesh, muscle and blood, but no bones, he
would not look like a human and would not be able to stand up. Therefore, the Shurangama Sutra is the bone mar-
row among all the sutras.” Actually, I only know the words superficially, but after having seen with my own eyes
the standing Shurangama Mantra, I truly realized the power of the Mantra. It was the Mantra helped us escaped
this calamity. The Shurangama Sutra is bone, is steel muscle. My tape deck destroyed, yet the Ven. Master’s tape
was undamaged. Although my daughter had six broken ribs, because she was continuously reciting the Great Com-
passion Mantra and drank the Great Compassion water brought over by the dharma masters, her recovery was
quick. The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas rescued us.
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The Great Compassion Water is magic water. Last year, I carelessly fell and broke my tailbone. I could not
sit or lie down flat. I was in excruciating pain. The dharma masters at Gold Mountain Monastery gave me a couple
bottles of Great Compassion Water. I drank them with great sincerity. Immediately the pain reduced. Normally
broken tailbone would take at least half a year to heal, but because I drank the Great Compassion Water, I recov-
ered in less than three months.
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Due to heavy obstructive karma, the adversities were not over. I met with another accident only after two
weeks. I fell from the stairs. My head hit the stone wall and subsequently hit on the bar of my neighbor’s shoe
rack. My ears and nose were bleeding from the fall. Since my daughter cannot drive, she immediately called a lay-
person from Gold Mountain Monastery. The layperson came and took me to the emergency room right away. The
diagnosis from the MRI determined I have a basal skull fracture and internal bleeding. On the right side of the
skull, the bone fracture started from the behind the ear to the temporal bone and extending to the forehead; on the
left side, the fracture started from the left ear down to the left mandible. I lost a lot of blood. (/%44 To be continued)
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