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Living Beings Are Boundless: | Vow to Save Them All
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H)odhisattvas fear causes; living beings fear effects. It is not only living beings who cannot escape cause

and effect; even the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas cannot avoid them. However, because Bodhisattvas have far-
ranging vision, they avoid creating bad causes and only receive joyful rewards. Living beings, on the other hand,
are very short-sighted. Seeing only what’s in front of them, they often plant evil causes, and so they must often

suffer the bitter retribution.
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It is said, “Plant more peach and plum trees, and few thorn bushes.” By planting more good causes, you

will undoubtedly be laying out a golden future for yourself. But if you only see the present, and you engage in lots
of immoral practices and plant no good causes, you will doubtlessly be preparing a thorny path to travel in the fu-

ture.
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What is the golden future? “Point to the distant
setting sun in the West.” To the west of here, passing a
hundred thousand million Buddha-lands, is a land called
Ultimate Bliss.” What is the thorny future? “Hell has no
gates; you bring suffering upon yourself.” In the Land of
Ultimate Bliss, the ground is made of gold and the pools
are filled with the seven gems. Celestial music is carried
by the breeze and heard everywhere, and everything goes
according to your wishes. You can also see the Buddha,
hear the Dharma, and quickly accomplish Buddhahood.
What about the hells? Your best companions there are the
Mountain of Knives, the Oil Cauldron, the Tree of
Swords, and the Great Furnace.

Living beings are absolutely free to choose their
own future. If you wish to be born in the West and you
make a vow to that effect, you can accomplish it by vigor-
ously reciting the names of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

If you prefer the hells, it’s even easier — just do

3 cvil deeds and you’ll fall into the hells for sure.
But I can assure you of one thing: no one would
prefer falling into the hells to being reborn in the

" Land of Ultimate Bliss. That is, unless he doesn’t
4 believe in the hells and the Land of Ultimate Bliss,

A
ve
% gl or he doesn’t know that the hells are misery and
- i

the Pure Land is blissful.
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How can we bear to let them suffer, and not find a way to bring them happiness?
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If people have cut off their good roots, or have lit-
tle faith, there is no way for us to save them. Butifit’s a
matter of not knowing, we should be compassionate.
Other religions often say, “The Kingdom of Heaven is
near. The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to you.” We of
the Buddhist faith should also forget our bodies for the
sake of the Dharma, and hasten to tell our friends and
relatives about the merit and virtue of reciting the Bodhi-
sattva’s name, and the benefits of the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. “The Land of Ultimate Bliss belongs to living be-
ings.” If you constantly proclaim this kind of principle,
you are truly a Bodhisattva with a great mind for the Way.
Those who walk the same path as the Bodhisattvas will
have irreversible Bodhisattvas as their companions.
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Therefore, we should recite the Bodhisattva’s
name ourselves, and frequently urge others to recite is as
well. Then we can be considered Buddhist disciples, and
we can say we haven’t forgotten the Four Vast Vows we
made when we took refuges. It’s said, “Solitary happi-
ness is not as good as happiness shared with everyone.”
Since all living beings have the same Buddha-nature and
are no different from us in that respect, how can we bear
to let them suffer, and not find a way to bring them happi-
ness?

“Where there’s a will, there is a way.” Although
living beings are hard to save, we who are Buddhists must
never forget to save living beings.
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Verse from Previous Issue:

“Form does not differ from emptiness”:
“is” 1s like “is not.”

“Emptiness does not differ from form”:
The distinction is of substance and function.
“Form itself is emptiness”:
its true source is fathomed.
“Emptiness itself is form™:

The false flow has dried up.
Mountains, rivers, and the great earth
are only manifestations of consciousness.
“Dream, illusion, bubble, shadow” — so it is!
Be careful not to seek outside;
maintain the Middle Way.

To cast down stained threads of cause
Is to come toward the Thus.

Last issue we stopped at ““Dream, illusion, bubble, shadow’ —so it is!

Commentary:

Now let’s consider the contents of our past lives. You are think-
ing, “I don’t believe there are past lives. If I had past lives, why don’t I
remember them?” Take the dream as a comparison. The day passes

and the dream of the night before is forgotten. How much the less can
we remember the events of our past lives!

GMM News Issue 265 Apr & May 2012



—{EANLAEMES R - FEEs EE
B NEFMEE © IR RS RN~ KB
T NHEEBEZHIT - ME - IEERAE
HEY BEFEZE ! ) BEFEZHAESE
B A G HE RS E LSRN o fh—E
st T IIRENEY  NEE > TEES
WMEEEEE - EEEGEFESE ? ) Bk
Lt A FHE MR EFEL -

BEZREARE - 728 NS - it
GRIE T EARDIATR S SR BUS
RKIVE » NEEBEZN T ME - JFREZ
PIRHEE - BAEFZR | HAZEN ! 5 K
(A RIE T0E ? N Rt 2 BE T -

BB PR ZEESR | 1
IR © TIRREFEE | ) IRAEHEE
| EIREEEEHE T - TR | ERER AT
TS EHEFELZMH | BCFRALEFES
F o HHEAFIE - IR AE RS -

2] [EFEIZIVE ? 4R 2L H 2R
ZIfTETELERE B bR - B SUEEE - B4
A INET— B R ERER AR RN - H
BARAN—FBRAE - "R | FAREZE = !
[T | BRERak T

Mo BRI - KA AL F AR
BT ARAHY -

¥ RANET - ANWETREMN ? £
B 2 (R ERIBN  BE XA UERMEL
FEIEE  (RREREN - BRAEET - E
AFES > UEFE - (USRI - B9 7

If a person is dreaming about being rich and
prominent and someone appears in the dream and says to
the dreamer, “You are rich and a great official and you
have many sons and daughters and a lot of property, but
none of it is real; it is just a dream,” the dreamer can’t be-
lieve it is true, and he replies, “What? I have amassed
great wealth, am a high official, have many sons and
daughters and vast properties. How can I be dreaming?”
Regardless of what happens, the dreamer doesn’t believe
that he is in a dream.

Upon waking, he realizes without being told that
he was dreaming. “When I made so much money and
was an official and had many sons and daughters and vast
properties, it all was only a dream. It wasn’t true.” With-
out being told, he knows. Why? Because he has awak-
ened from his dream.

You should know that now we too are dreaming. I
am telling you right now that you are dreaming, but you
can’t believe it. Wait until you cultivate, cultivate to un-
derstanding, and, “Ah, everything I did before was all a
dream.” You have done no more than dreamed. Upon
waking you will know, know from the ground up, “I was
dreaming before; all that came before was a dream.” This
is what is meant by the word “dream” in the verse.

What is meant by “illusion?” For instance, a ma-
gician creates something from nothing; he can also make
something turn into nothing. However, although such il-
lusions of change are not fathomed by small children who
see the magic as real, adults see through the deception of
the magician’s transformations. They recognize the illu-
sion for that it is.

“Bubble” refers to bubbles of water, which burst
after not very long. They are impermanent.

“Shadow” refers specifically to a person’s shadow.
Is a person’s shadow real? You may say the shadow is
unreal, but look at it: there it is, existent. If you say that it
is real, try to grab it; you cannot. You look and there’s a
shadow; you try to gather it up with your hand but can’t
catch or hold. So is it real or isn’t it? Say it is unreal, yet
it still exists; say it is real, yet it can’t be gathered up.
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Where does a shadow come from? Is it found on the north
side of your body. On the yang side, the sunny southern
side, there is no shadow. On the yin side, the shadow fol-
lows you wherever you go. The shadow I am talk-
§ ing about in the verse is an analogy. Like a ghost, it
follows you wherever you go. As soon as people
who are afraid of ghosts see a dark shadow, their
hearts respond with great fear. Their hearts go
thump, thump, thump. “Ohh, a ghost has come!”
WIt’sa ghost, although, originally it was just a

i} shadow.

When you are alive, the shadow is just a
shadow, but when you die and don’t have your
body, the shadow becomes a ghost, and the side
which does not have a shadow changes into a god.
The god and the ghost, however, are not
o two; they are one. If you are full of yang
energy, you move to the side where there
is no shadow; if you are full of yin en-
ergy, you move to the shaded side. You
move to the side where your strength is
greater. If you have a lot of merit, you
rise into the heavens. Ifthe karma of
your offenses is greater, you fall into the

hells. Therefore the verse says,

is.

. Be careful not to seek

outside; maintain the Middle
' Way. You shouldn’t seek
< outside yourself; it is all

To cast down stained
threads of cause is to come toward the Thus. What are
stained threads of cause? Thoughts of desire.

Greed in the mind is a stained thread of cause;
Hatred in the mind is a stained thread of cause;
Stupidity in the mind is a stained thread of cause;
The taking of life is a stained thread of cause;
Stealing is a stained thread of cause;

Deviant desires are stained threads of causes;
False speech is a stained thread of cause;
Alcohol, drugs, and the like are stained threads of cause.
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Cast down all the stained threads of cause, and join the
family of the Thus Come One, the Tathagata. To have
cast down the stained threads of cause is to have come
close to the realization of Buddhahood, to have “come
toward the Thus.” One who has realized Buddhahood is
called the Thus Come One. Not having realized
Buddhahood, we are said to be “coming toward the
Thus.” Only when we have arrived can we become
“thus.” If we have not arrived, we are not “thus.” Ar-
rived where? Where the Buddha is. “Thus” is every-
thing fully united with principle, with the noumenon.
Not the smallest thing is wrong; everything is right. Just
that is “to come toward the Thus.”

(48 To be continued)
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What are our responsibilities as human beings?

we should make some contribution
o To help the whole world and benefit
s all the people of the world. L

This is every person’s true responsibility. ®
We are not here merely to eat good food,
L wear nice clothes,
O or live in a luxurious house.
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-Kind Reminder of Venerable Master Hua
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance
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A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross
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With one mind I bow to king of a thousand lights Buddha of countless kotis of kalpas
past, World Honored One.
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Countless kotis of kalpas past: The Sanskrit word “Kalpa”, is transliterated as “gip-po”’in ancient Chinese, ab-
breviated as “gip”. It is a unit for computing time employed in ancient India. “Kalpas” is a very long time unit.
One big kalpa is 1.3 billion four thousand four hundred million years.
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King of a Thousand Lights Buddha, World Honored One

Great Compassion Dharani Sutra states: “Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara emphasized to Buddha, ‘World Honored
One! Irecalled there was a Buddha manifested in the world countless kotis of kalpas past, named King of a Thou-
sand Lights Thus Come One. This Buddha spoke the ‘Great, Vast, Perfect, Unobstructed, Great Compassion
Mind, Dharani’ out of pity for me and for the sake of all living beings.” To remember where one’s happiness
comes from, we ought to bow to King of a Thousand Light Thus Come One.
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With one mind [ bow to all Buddhas of the past, many as the sands of ninety-nine kotis
of Ganges Rivers, World-Honored Ones.
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All Buddhas of the past, many as the sands of ninety-nine kotis of Ganges Rivers, World-Honored Ones.
Great Compassion Mind Dharani Sutra says, At that time, Bodhisattva Avalokiteshavara told Brahma, *This dha-
rani was spoken by all Buddhas of the past, as many as the sands of ninety-nine kotis of Ganges Rivers.’If one re-
cites and upholds this dharani, we know that this person has a hidden Buddha Nature, and is cherished by all
Buddhas as many as the sands of ninety-nine kotis of Ganges Rivers.”
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Ganges River is the old translation of Ganga River, which means ‘flowing from the heaven.” Dharma Master
Xuanzang translated it as Ganges River. The Ganges is one of three great rivers in India and is 1560 miles long.

The sands of the Ganges River are fine and many, thus the Buddha uses the sands of the Ganges River to represent
infinite numbers in his sermons.
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With one mind I bow to Light of Proper Dharma of countless kalpas past, World-Honored
One.
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Light of Proper Dharma of countless kalpas past, World Honored-One: Great Compassion Mind Dharani Su-
tra says, ‘Good men, this Bodhisattva Avalokiteshavara, ... realized Buddhahood in the countless kalpas past, and
was named ‘Light of Proper Dharma’. He manifests as a bodhisattva to bring forth safety and happiness and to
save all living beings because of his great compassion vow.” We now know that Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara is
an ancient Buddha who comes back again.
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With one mind I bow to all Buddhas of the ten directions, World-Honored Ones.
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With one mind | bow to the ten directions: Please see the prior ‘with one mind I bow to the everlasting Triple
Jewel of the ten directions.'
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All Buddhas, World-Honored Ones: We bow to all Buddhas of the Dharma Realm with three pure karmas —
body, mouth, and mind. World-Honored One is one of ten titles of Buddha. Therefore add ‘World-Honored One’
as above. We have to be mindful and contemplate during bowing, so we then can extensively bow to all Buddhas
of ten directions, because everything is created from the mind alone.

(%48 To be continued)
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After several failed attempts to find proof that | attended the Earth Store Recitation in
September 2009, | was getting more concerned and troubled. A CTTB resident suggested |
should talk to a Dharma Master about my problems with the court summons. That day, | ran
into a Dharma Master who knows me quite well, and | told her about my summons. The
Dharma Master told me the same thing the Senior Dharma Master had mentioned, which is
that | have a cause and effect issue. | must have done something wrong in my previous life,
and now, | should repent. The Dharma Master instructed me to set up two prayer plaques,
one for the plaintiff and one for my karmic creditors, and | should also transfer all merit and
virtue to the plaintiff every time | recite sutras or mantras. As such, I immediately called GMM
and established two prayer plaques for the plaintiff.
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This time | really understood what the Dharma Masters were telling me. This is the Bud-
dha’s teaching of the Law of Cause and Effect. Any act, good or bad, will generate a corre-
sponding result, good or bad, “..which differs only in degree and time according to circum-
stance.” From being aggravated, troubled, and concerned, | became a more caring person.
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Regarding the court summons, for the first time | could feel the pain and problems the plaintiff
must have experienced. She was injured in an auto accident and was hospitalized. Now, after
21 months, she may not be able to resume her normal life activities, may continue to experi-
ence physical and emotional pain, and may be in debt due to the auto accident.
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| started to sincerely ask Buddha to help her, and to transfer all my merits and virtues
to her. Soon afterwards | felt peace within myself. A few days later, | was back to GMM, and
a Dharma friend informed me that her son saw me a week before and | did not recognize him.
She told me two years ago during the Earth Store Recitation her son met me at CTTB. That
was the only visit he made to CTTB. | was overjoyed, and briefly told my Dharma friend about
my court summons. | asked her whether, if needed, her son could be my witness. She said
she had to talk to her son. | was so confident that | did not ask her for her son’s phone num-
ber. That evening, | found my misplaced 2009 check register, and | uncovered a check writ-
ten to DRBA on September 12, 2009.
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All this “good stuff” happened after | wrote the two prayer plaques, sincerely repented,
and transferred merit and virtue. Yet only just a week before, | had been angry and troubled,
actively looking for proof, unable to find any, with my friends unable to help me either. On
June 28, 2011, | responded to the superior court summons by submitting letters by fax trans-
mission and by certified mail to the attorney’s office, denying all charges. Shortly thereafter, I
received an e-mail and a phone call from the attorney, saying that all charges were dropped.

(C2%% The End)
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April 2012 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Dharma Lecture

Please contact us if you would like to participate!
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10:00 am o % BF 33 Repentance Repentance [Repentance  |[Repentance Repentance | Great Compassion Repentance
Dharma Lecture 2:45 pm FNHIBARGHAR
Discussion on
1:10 pm %&'& The Sixth Patriarch’s Sutra
Avatamsaka Repentance
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Recitation
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Medicine Master greﬂt ' Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
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The Sixth Patriarch’s Sutra
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Earth Store Sutra Great Great Great Great Great 10:00 am FFEE (Lecture)
Recitation Compassion |Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |Compassion 1:10 pm KFEH,

] BL IR 2. Repentance  [Repentance  |[Repentance [Repentance |Repentance Great Compassion Repentance
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Dharma %ecture Discussion on
3:10pm JFHEHILE The Sixth Patriarch’s Sutra
Pure Karma Society
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For all the evil deeds | have done
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Repentance  [Repentance Repentance  |[Repentance

mind,
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