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Of all the evil karma I have ever done,
Base on beginning-less greed, anger, and delusion,
And born of body, mouth, and mind,
I now repent and vow to reform.

@ue to the confused mixture of good and bad karma that we have created, sometimes we have wholesome

thoughts and sometimes unwholesome ones. With wholesome thoughts, we avoid evil and do good. With un-
wholesome thoughts, we do evil and avoid goodness. We have been vacillating between good and evil for endless
eons, doing a few good deeds one day, committing some bad deeds the next day, and do some neutral deeds the
day after that. As we cultivate, it’s not easy to escape the retribution from our karma.
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As we cultivate, it’s not easy to escape the retribution from
our karma. So, at times we feel like cultivating. At other
times, we don’t. Sometimes we want to be pure, and some-
times we prefer defilement.

We drift along, letting the waves of life carry us
where they will. Our present condition results from our
thoughts in past lives- thoughts of cultivating mingled with
thoughts of returning to lay-life, thoughts of propagating
Buddhism mingled with thoughts of destroying Buddhism.
What can we do? Learn Prajna wisdom.

Choose what is good and follow it;
Take what is bad and change it.
If it’s the Way, advance upon it;

If it’s not the Way, retreat from it.

At all times we must be as cautious in our cultiva-
tion as if we were walking on the edge of a cliff or on the
brink of thin ice. Off by a hair at the start, we will be off by
a thousand miles in the end. Cultivation means:

In every move and deed, watch yourself.
Whether walking, standing, sitting,
Or lying down, be mindful of yourself.

Every thought must be bright and pure rather than
dark and defiled. We must be careful in every thought.
Wholesome thoughts increase the light, while evil thoughts
darken all. Virtuous people have auras of white, while evil
people are surrounded by darkness. Whether you do good
or evil, it shows in your appearance. You may be able to
fool other people, but you can’t fool ghost, sprits, Buddhas,
or Bodhisattvas. Therefore, whether you are a left-home
person or a layperson, you should create only merit and not
offenses. Why have you suffered in samsara for limitless
eons, lost and confused? Because you haven’t cleared your
accounts. You can’t escape the six paths because you deeds
are a mixture of good and evil, half pure and half defiled.
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The ghost of impermanence draws nearer. How dare
we be scattered and careless in our cultivation?
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In Cultivation, Every Thought Must Be Pure
Virtuous peoprle have auras of white,
while evil people are surrounded by darkness.
Whether you do good or evil,
it shows in your appearance.

9
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Sutra:
Shariputra

Verse:

Shariputra is the solid and durable proof;
The name means ““pelican” -
the demeanor of his mother.
With precepts and samadhi complete and bright,
the pearl-light appears;
Practice and understanding interact,
and his body is transparent.

How does there come to be great wisdom?
Because the stupid make their mark.
Already in his mother’s womb
a fine eloquence had been born;

This real wisdom is complete within all people;
Grasp it at Jeweled Wood Peak at Cao Creek.

Commentary:

In speaking the Heart of Prajna Paramita Sutra,
the Buddha addressed his disciple, Shariputra, foremost
in wisdom among the Buddha’s disciples. Shariputra is
the solid and durable proof. The name Shariputra means
solid and durable; that is, the wisdom of Shariputra is solid
and durable.

The name means ““pelican”- the demeanor of his
mother. The shari is a large sea bird of the pelican genus.
It flies high and has telescopic vision. When the fish swim
near the surface of the sea, the bird shoots down from high
in the sky as fast as a rocket, scoops up the fish, and eats
them. It is able to do it because it can see very clearly.

In India children were named according to father’s
name, the mother’s name, or both the father’s and mother’s
names. Shariputra received his name from his mother’s
line. His mother was called Shari because of the nature of
her demeanor. Putra means son, so the son of Shari was
called Shariputra.

With precepts and samadhi complete and bright,
the pearl light appears. In previous lives, life after life,
Shariputra had cultivated precepts, samadhi, and wisdom
to full brightness and perfection, and at that point the pearl-
light appears.
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Practice and understanding interact, and his body is
transparent. He not only studied the teachings, but also
cultivated accordingly, so his wisdom was especially
great, and his body was transparent like glass.

How does there come to be great wisdom? Be-
cause the stupid make their mark. What is great wis-
dom? Most stupid people have their own special style
of behavior, but Shariputra was not like them. Stupid
people do things in an upside-down way: they speak
clearly about what they will do but when they do it,
they do it poorly. That’s stupidity. The great wisdom
of Shariputra was beyond confusion. Because he knew
clearly, he never purposely allowed wrong to be done,
and he was never upside down.

Already in his mother’s womb a fine eloguence
had been born. You all remember that Shariputra’s
mother and her brother often debated that his mother
could never outwit her brother. But when she was
pregnant with Shariputra, she was always able to defeat
her brother in debate. Since he couldn’t out-talk his
sister, he realized that she was about to give birth to an
outstanding child, and he went off to study the doc-
trines of external paths so that he would not lose face
before his nephew. But when he returned, Shariputra
had already left home to follow Shakyamuni Buddha.

This real wisdom is complete within all people.
It is not only the venerable Shariputra who has great
wisdom; everyone has this genuine wisdom. But not
everyone uses it, most people forget about it. But eve-
ryone has it and has the capability of using it.

Grasp is at Jeweled Wood Peak at Cao Creek.
Where is this real wisdom? It’s at Cao Creek, and Cao
Creek is at Nan-Hua Monastery in Ma-Pa Township in
Kuangtong Province, China. The Nan-Hua Monastery
of Jewelled Wood Mountain is Cao Creek, the Bodhi-
manda of the Sixth Patriarch. “Oh,” you think, “that’s
so far! How could I possibly go there to grasp it? Not
only have the Communist sealed the borders, but even
if they would let me in, it is too far and | do not have
the means to get there.” That’s good, for it isn’t neces-
sary to go. Each one of you has the Jeweled Wood
Peak at Cao Creek, and it is unnecessary to travel far to
seek it. The wisdom is within you. How do you meet
it? Put down your upside-down mind; let go of your
false-thinking mind. Earnestly work hard at your medi-
tation. When you sit in meditation and look into Chan,

just that is Jeweled Wood Peak at Cao Creek.
(+F4 To be contlnued)
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance

A SR IEGE = L1BE=F 20085 8 F HiFREE  HlifEStross FIE
A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery,
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross
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The Sutra of the Great Compassion Dharani states: “Buddha told Ananda, *This spiritual mantra has various
names: one is the Great, Vast and Perfect; one is the Unobstructed Great Compassion; one is the Dharani of Rescu-
ing Suffering; one is the Dharani of Extending Life; one is the Dharani of Extinguishing the Evil Paths; one is the
Dharani of Breaking Evil Karmic Obstacles; one is the Dharani of Fulfilling Wishes; one is the Dharani of follow-
ing the Mind and be at Ease; one is the Dharani of Quickly Transcending to the Upper Ground.”” These names for
the spiritual mantra of great compassion mentioned by Buddha are enough to represent the perfect merit and virtue
of upholding the Great Compassion Spiritual Mantra’. Moreover, those who uphold this spiritual mantra may gain
15 kinds of wholesome rebirth, and may avoid suffering the fifteen kinds of wicked deaths.
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Fifteen kinds of wholesome rebirths:

Always born in places that have good kings.

Always born in a virtuous country.

Always arriving in an era of goodness.

Always meeting wholesome friends.

Always having perfect body and organs.

Having a mind for the Way that is pure and skillful.
Never violating any precepts.

All relatives are graceful, moral, harmonious and happy.
Have abundant material resources, wealth, and food.

10. Always respected, supported, and well-treated by others.
11. No one can rob or confiscate his property.

12. All his wishes and requests are fulfilled.

13. Constantly protected by dragon, devas, and wholesome gods.
14. See Buddha and hear dharma in his native land.

15. Realize profound meaning upon hearing proper dharma.

CoNo~WNE

Fifteen kinds of wicked deaths:
1. Die from starving and suffering.
2. Die from being restricted in a cangue and flailed or clubbed.
3. Die from revenge of an enemy.
4. Die in a military war.
5. Cruelly killed by jackals, wolves or other fierce animals.
6. Killed by poisonous snakes, reptiles, or scorpions.
7. Die by drowning or burning.
8. Die from poisoning.
9. Killed by venomous insects.
10. Die from craziness, confusion, or loss of one’'s mind.
11. Die from falling off mountains, trees, or cliffs.
12. Kill by wicked people or evil goblins.
13. Die from possession by evil spirits or fierce ghosts.
14. Suffer from disease-ridden evil death.
15. Die from uncontrollable suicide.
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To leave forever the evil paths, and to be reborn at the time of a Buddha

Cultivators can gain all aforementioned blessings from reciting the Great Compassion Mantra. They can
then see Buddhas and hear Dharmas, understand the profound meaning of Dharma, know how to cultivate accord-
ing to the teachings of Buddhas, take refuge and uphold precepts, vigorously cultivate the ten aspects of whole-
someness, naturally plant deep good roots, and forever leave the three evil paths (hungry ghosts, hells, and ani-
mals). How do the three evil paths get created? Buddha teaches us to get rid of greed, hatred, and ignorance.
Greediness is the seed of being a hungry ghost; hatred is the seed toward the hells; ignorance is the seed of being
an animal. Greedy people are selfish and self-benefitting, as the mother of Mahamaudgalyayana mentioned in The
Buddha Speaks the Ullambana Sutra. Hateful people always have the fire of anger in their minds. They won’t let
go of anything, and thus cause the retribution of the hells. Ignorant people can’t distinguish evil from proper;
they don’t understand the good and bad, and thus get the retribution of animals. All these are created by our
minds. Venerable Master Xuan Hua once used the verse to explain the how the “Mind” can master everything.
This book is called Ten Dharma Realms are Not Beyond a Single Thought , it is well worth reading.
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Cultivating the Great Compassion Repentance is the same as the Pure Land dharma door. If one wants out
of the three evil paths, he can vigorously recite Buddhas’ name with sincerity and no doubts, and seek to reborn in
paradise, where he will naturally be born in front of Buddha to see Amitabha, Avalokiteshvara, and Great Strength
Bodhisattva.
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Grave offenses which deserve the uninterrupted hells and evil ills which bind the body, from which
no one can be saved or extricated, are caused to melt away.

Besides the five endless sins, which are so heinous as to be without a chance to repent, thus receiving the
retribution of avici hells, there are evil ills which bind the body, . We can see patients who suffer physical and
mental pain while lying on the bed, but we can’t see the three poisons of greed, hatred, and ignorance, created by
our eighth consciousness, causing us afflictions all day long without liberation. These sufferings are difficult to
relieve and get rid of; however, these obstacles can all be destroyed by bowing to the Great Compassion Repen-
tance and reciting the Great Compassion Mantra. This is the power of the dharani of the great compassion mind
that can wipe out all evils.

FHH (T FTIRE S EEE N B ERATE L PEEEEL ) http://drbachinese.org/online_reading/index.htm
(FEFRE—Su0) http://drbachinese.org/online_reading/dharma_talks/TenDharmaRealm/contents.htm
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Buddhas, Bodhisavattas, Venerable Master Hua, all Dharma Masters, all good knowing advisors, Ami-
tabha! Disciple Chin Jian appreciates the kindness of the Dharma Masters who allow me to tie the Dharma affin-

ity with everyone during this Avatamsaka Sutra recitation ceremony. | would like to share with you the importance
and auspiciousness of taking precepts and also talk about some volunteering experience in the City of Ten Thou-
sand Buddhas (CTTB) during the Ten Thousand Buddha Repentance ceremony (sharing how we could cherish
CTTB). Twice a month, when | recite the Bodhisavatta precepts, | will always come across this verse from the
Avatamsaka Sutra: “Precepts are the roots of the supreme Bodhi; so we should perfectly uphold the pure precepts.
If we can uphold the pure precepts persistently, we will surely be praised by the Tathagatas.”
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I took the Five Precepts in 2008 and the Bodhisavatta Precepts in 2009. After taking the Bodhisavatta Pre-
cepts, | gradually feel the change of my own habits and behaviors and then experience the dharma joy of taking the
precepts. In CTTB, the Bodhisavatta Precepts we receive are the Six Major Precepts and 28 Minor Precepts. Dur-
ing the first year after | took the Precepts, | learnt the Precepts through challenges every day. | have been gradually
learning the Precepts day by day, being mindful of my body, speech and mind and slowly aligning my habits and
behaviors. | usually encounter challenges daily and learn the Precepts through challenges little by little.
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Whenever | call my mother in Taiwan, | always like to share the dharma joy of taking and upholding the
precepts with her. In February this year, she finally decided to take the 10 major and 48 minor Bodhisavatta Pre-
cepts. It was certainly wonderful to hear that she was willing to take the Precepts. As a lay practitioner, it is really
not easy to uphold the 10 major and 48 minor Precepts because the Precepts are much more detailed. It is surely
magnificent to hear someone make up the mind of doing it.
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She is 72 years old now and is the second oldest senior among all preceptees. It has been only four months
since she took the precepts. | have noticed the change of her habits and it is truly inconceivable.
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For years from the past, whenever | called my mother, she always complained about lots of things. She
usually put her attention on those unhappy memories, worried about kids or grand kids. She talked about those past
memories just as playing an audio cassette. She just kept rewinding the same unhappy memories again and again.

However, in the last few months, once a while she would still mention some past memories but she was
able to bring forth her proper mind. She would remind herself and said that: | am a Bodhisavatta Precept follower;
I should not gossip about people or say something bad behind their backs.

Since she took the precepts, she has started to recite the entire Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bo-
dhisavatta for at least once or twice a day. She is also a vegan vegetarian. She also told me that it has become
much easier to uphold the Six Vegetarian Fasting Days.
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It has been only four months and | can see her change so obviously. I can really feel that the Buddhas and
Bodhisavattas really take care of the disciples well, kindly and compassionately. Just about two weeks ago, when |
called her, she told me that she fell and her knees were bleeding. She told me that it was weird. She is already
more than 70 years old, but the wound recovered so quickly. She truly believes that she really has been receiving
lots of blessings from the Buddhas, the Bodhisavattas and all the Dharma Protectors.

Thus, all good knowing advisors, if you haven’t taken the Five Precepts or the Bodhisavatta Precepts,
please take them as soon as you can. You really have to cherish the opportunities. You definitely cannot always
wait for the next opportunity. There is no need to be afraid of taking precepts. As long as you bring forth your sin-
cere resolve, all Buddhas and Bodhisavattas will certainly watch over you.

(54 To be continued)
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