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Respecting elders and honoring worthy people is what Confucius and Mencius taught99
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I'll say some more irrelevant things. What do | wiemsay? | want to talk about the |dea of respecting ldherly
and worthy. On the twenty-seventh of the eleventhrlomanth, | organized a banquet for Venerating the Elderly,
Honoring the Worthy, and Respecting the Virtuous. We idvibestly elderly professors and elderly scholars.
These elders included a monk who was a hundred and fouroj@arSome were ninety-two or ninety-three, some

were in their eighties, and others were in their sggs. The minimum age was seventy-two. | invited theget
together just to get acquainted, and to have a chat.
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One of these people is Professor Richard Yang, who at
tends an annual gathering of Ten Seniors Returning to Youth
These ten seniors include those in their nineties, eghand sev-
enties. Not fearing the trouble, these seniors alsnaetd the
banquet. Among them, the elder professor and scholarivu J
sheng used to be the Vice Minister of Taiwan’s educatiqmaie
ment. Others had served as presidents of universitiesiwan or
as deans of academic affairs, and most of them haddé&podfes-
sional experience. People in their sixties also dé&érthe ban-
guet, although they were not on the honored guest list.

On the occasion of the banquet, | wrote a matched douple
entitle “Evergreen like the pines and cedars,” meaning dhat
elders should always be youthful and childlike. The paresce-
dars do not fear cold, and they are green in winteredisas sum-
mer, so I'm comparing the elders to them. If you wisiy ynay
take notes.

Respect elders and honor the worthy for their seniority and
longevity, and your blessings and wisdom will be complete.
Learn from the Buddhas and study with the sages, and at
the age of seventy or eighty,
you will attain both the Tao and virtue.

First | made this couplet. Itis a matched coupléh wi
twelve characters per line in Chinese. Actually, | dander-
stand how to match couplets. | just recklessly wroigernatched
couplet without much consideration. Then from this detip
made four other matched couplets, which | shall explainabelo

The first half of the first couplet says,

To respect elders and honor the worthy is the teaching of
Confucius and Mencius.

Confucius left behind this method for people to follow.
Respecting old folks and honoring worth people is what Carduc
and Mencius taught. The second half says,

To learn from the Buddhas and study with the sages is the
teaching transmitted by Shakyamuni’s disciples.

Shakyamuni Buddha taught people to study the thinking
and conduct of the Buddhas and to learn from the sages and wao
thies. That'’s is the principle the disciples of Skakyni Buddha
have passed down through the generations and used to teach p
ple.
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The second couplet:

Seniority and longevity are reached through the
Patriarch’s teachings.
To those who are seventy or eighty, the world is vast.

This is from the quote, “Wild cranes have no food, but therld
is vast.” Old folks are carefree and at east, wathastrictions or
obstructions. Their freedom is as vast as heaveranhl.

The third couplet:
With blessings and wisdom both complete, all the people rejoice.

When blessing and wisdom are both perfected, the com-
mon people gather to rejoice with the elderly, whotheestarts of
longevity. With the Tao and virtue both attained, even the grass
and trees are delightedBecause you elders have the Tao and vir-
tue, the ghosts and spirits respect you, and the graseeasd
smile in delight.

The fourth couplet:

The plum and bamboo endure the ice and snow, and | am
ashamed of my naive resolve to imitate them.

I want to be like the plum blossom, which opens in the
cold of winder, and like the bamboo, which does not diean th
freezing cold. | want to endure the suffering, the hardshigbtfze
cold. It is my foolish resolve to be like thi¥he pine and cedar
are evergreen, and | wish that you will be as healthy as theylare.
say, “Just as the pine and cedar are eternally gréepe you
‘elderly youths’ are healthy in body and happy in spaitd that
everything turns out as you wish, with peace and joy.atshmy
intention.

At the banquet, | told them about this couplet, hoping tha
all of those old professors, perhaps because they didntttava
embarrass themselves by showing their poor skill, @lisavas
very difficult to match it.
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October 25 -- Honoring Elders Day (lelted Seating, pleagester early)
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November 22 ~ 28 -Fhe Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang

They said, “You have made four couplets from the original
couplet. We've never seen any matched couplet likebenat
fore.” | replied, “You may never have seen one likeeitore,

but today you have.” One cannot say that this was unprece
dented, nor that it will not happen again. Everyone y&uo
themselves fully before they departed.

The elderly professors said, “I've been to countless
gatherings in my life, but they were just for fun, neseme-
thing as meaningful, memorable, and historic as today’s ban
quet.” | said, “From now on, we can hold a Banquet ta-Ve
erate the Elderly, Honor the Worthy, and Respect theiVi
ous every year, and we hope everyone can get together.”

That was the banquet | held in Los Angeles, in the
United States, so | thought | would tell all of you abaut |
don’t care what you think of it. Some people might oz a
pedantic Confucian scholar, but I'm not even up to that, be
cause | can't be considered a Confucian scholar. My fo
matched couples include the principles of Confucianism,
Buddhism, Taoism, Heaven, Earth, and Man, as well ds eac
individuals’ wishes. That’s the scope.
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We weleome everyone to participate!
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The Heart Sutra- Verses Without a Stand And Prose Commentary 308 ER] Continued from last issue
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The dharma in the title is prajna paramita, the
dharma of reaching the other shore. “Heart” is the
analogy, and it is used in the sutra to indicate tlagthe
(which is to say the mind) is the theme of one’s entire
life and that is transcends all opposites.

2) Discernment of the Substance.

Empty of the characteristics of all dharmas is
this substance beyond wordgVhat is the sutra’s sub-
stance? It is “empty of the characteristics of all
dharmas,” a phrase which is different in wording but
identical in meaning to the line in the sutra text, “All
dharmas are empty of characteristics.” “Empty of
characteristics” simply means that the substandbeof
sutra is without any characteristics, and “substamce b
yond words” means what nothing can be said about it.
Since its substance is “empty” of the characterisiics
all dharmas,” there isn't anything at all. You ask,
“Then what is there that is worth saying.” this
“substance beyond words” has already passed beyon
the characteristics of speech, the characteristics
grasped by the mind, the characteristics of written lan-
guage; it has passed beyond all characteristics. It is al
dharmas.

3) Elucidation of its basic purpose.

Fundamental non-attainment is its purpose and
intent The fifth line of verse explains the third recon-
dite meaning, elucidation of the sutra’s basic purpose:
fundamental non-attainment. In one passage the sutra
says, “There is... no understanding and no attaining.”
Non-attainment is the sutra’s purpose and intent. Now
| will make use of worldly dharmas to explain the
Buddhadharma.

The word “person” is an ordinary noun, the
designation by which human beings are distinguished
from other categories of the title.
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Just as a person is simply called a person, analogousl
every sutra is called a sutra. Now what is a certain pe
son’s specific name? The name by which he is identi-
fied is perhaps Smith or Brown. To discuss the spe-
cific name is what is meant by explanation of thile.ti
What does Smith look like? Is he tall or short, black
white, fat or thin? What about this body? Is it fully
formed or not? Does he have eyes? Ears? A nose
That is what is meant by investigating the characteris-
tics of his substance.

After the substance has been revealed, then the
basic purpose should be elucidated. What is meant b\
elucidation of the basic purpose? Smith is very learned
he could be a secretary or a Ph.D. That is what is
meant.

4) Discussion of the Function.

Continuing the analogy, what does Smith do all
day? What can he do? Observations of that scetitev
the person’s usefulness and capabilities.

And by using its power of eradication, the three
obstacles are cleansed awayEradication” is what
the sutra is capable of doing. What can the heart of
Prajna Paramita Sutra do? Its function to cleanse awa)
the three obstacles: the retribution-obstacle atite-
ity-obstacle, and the affliction-obstacle.

Of retribution-obstacles, the first of the three
obstacles, there are two kinds: dependent retribution
and primary retribution. Primary retribution is the
body, while dependent retribution refers to food, cloth-
ing, dwelling, and so forth- the material environment
on which the body is dependent. Therefore, primary
retribution is the retribution you are undergoing right
now, the dependent retribution is your environment.

There are all sorts of primary retribution. Some
bodies are good ones and some are not. Some are e
pecially full and handsome in their appearance, so thai
everyone who see them like them. Merely by looking
upon a particular body, everyone loves and respect the
person as someone who is outstanding.

Perhaps a particular person really has wisdom,
or another really has good roots. With respect to gooo
roots and wisdom there are two types of people.

(To be continued)
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Inspire People to Care about Education

Even if people are not concerned about education, we cal
invite them to our school’s celebration activities. We capiias
them to care about education. We should do our best to commun
cate with them. That is the reason we are promotiagcéthebra-
tion of Elders Day and Youth Day. We would like to invitrigg
people to come and have a vegetarian meal, talk abautivlee in
their schools, and mainly to exchange ideas.

Instill the Idea of Public Service in Studens

In the future, all the students in our schools should wear
uniforms. The boys and girls should not dress up in fancy clothes
That's too disorderly. When students are walking, they ldhoe
very orderly, like an army. In this way, we teach therm#ontain
peace and order in the country and in the school. We sh{add
teach them to be diligent and to keep the school grounds.cle
Here we are training students to be talented all arourabadem-
ics as well as in extracurricular activities. We wanthange the
trends of the schools and the nation. This country provides toc
much freedom. It is so free that students control teerhers, and
the teachers are so upset that they have to say, “Please!’please

Our school is different from other schools. We want to
communicate with other schools, and influence them. It'oimp
tant for students to wear uniforms. The schools at thedEiTen
Thousands Buddhas should have the style of the City. The studen
of the City of Ten Thousands Buddhas should create meriiand
tue; they should help the public. They can help keep the Ukiat
community clean. We should all work for the good ofisty; and
instill the idea of public service in students. We wantherish
our country, our families, and our bodies, and not be like those
drug pushers and drug addicts.

We Welcome Everyone to Cultivate Blessings and Wisdom
Volunteer teachers come here to volunteer their servic
They should do their best to help students, and encouragetdthem
behave virtuously. | welcome you all to enhance your blessings
and wisdom. If you want to help yourself develop blessimgs a
wisdom, you must first help others to do so. This is our meftrod
teaching the next generation. We ought to reform education an
the trends in the schools, so that students will be discifliime
stead of acting wild and crazy. Don't always say, &dmm, free-
dom.” Because that's not what freedom actually is. Emgyhas
misunderstood the meaning of freedom. They blindly believ
freedom, and only think about an irrational sort of freedom.
(To be continued)
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Later, | came to study in the US by myself, and ad stid-
den, my mom was very far away from me. During theetwhen |
was away, | had no way of knowing how much she hadiegrr
about me. She could not see me in person; she musihhssed
me very much. It was under this circumstance thatnshde a
vow to recite the Vajra Sutra 100 times in the hopelthatuld be
safe. The turning point started from here.

When my mom started to recite the sutra, my aumntie
was the first to study Buddhism in our family, was realiyy.
“Your mom started to recite the sutra,” my auntie sétdhe will
certainly gain something from this.” One of my montiesgths
is her ability to focus whenever she picks up a book wspaper.
She can immediately isolate herself from the world tune her-
self out from all the surrounding chatter. When sh&t ftarted
reciting the Vajra Sutra, she felt bored. “I do not undes a bit.
What is this Vajra Sutra talking about?” she asked. Tdaaxp
first shared my understanding of the sutra with hdselieve recit-
ing the sutra helps eradicate our karmic offenses and telpse-
ate an affinity with the Buddha. There is no need toryvabout
the meaning of the sutra at first, so just recite it akeantra. Be-
sides, there’s a saying that if we read a book a hundmess tiits
meaning eventually manifests itself. | was actually wotried
about her because | believed Buddhas and Bodhisattvas were ¢
ready watching over her the moment she startedngdiie Vajra
Sutra, and they would certainly provide guidance to helpriose
forward. Taking that first step is always difficutiyt once the seed
is planted, it will definitely grow. After my mom riged 40 to 50
times, she was filled with Dharma joy. The happmsiment of
her day was when she recited the Vajra Sutra at nitte felt
really, really happy. Moreover, she also mentioned Bbe was
able to miraculously and wonderfully avoid a car accide8he
felt that Bodhisattvas are always helping us, oftenauithus no-
ticing. People and circumstances around us are alwaysriglev
arranged, but only she herself knew, so it was verjcdiffto per-
suade those who did not have faith in Buddhism to beli¢weas
very surprised that my mom personally told me about thoause
she was a completa Zadas T
be

nonbeliever
fore.
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Gradually, she increased her recitation to two or
three times a day. When she reached her 80th ant
eventually 90th time of recitation, which was close to
completing her vow, she said, “Annie, | think | un-
derstand what the Varja Sutra is talking about.” We
shared our thoughts and | told her, “Mom, is this how
you feel? Then go ask auntie for a copy of the
Shurangama Sutra and study it and see whether you
understand. It has a total of 10 books. You can reac
one book or half a book each day.”

To me, | was curious. | wanted to find out
what her reaction would be after she reads the
Shurangama Sutra. She really got the Shurangam:
Sutra and the Buddhism Dictionary back home and
started to recite it word by word. During the process
of reciting the Shurangama Sutra, she had a very ob
vious change — her wisdom was different from be-
fore. Not that she became very smart, but she gave
me a feeling that she was very straight and ratiohal.
could not describe this with words. Though she still
talked about the usual household matters and the lit-
tle things at work, she was very reasonable. |
guessed my dad also felt the change in my mom. He
did not believe in Buddhism before. Not only did he
not believe, but he actually had an adverse feeling
towards it. He felt Buddhism was too abstract. He
also felt time could be better spent than burning in-
cense and praying. When my mom started to recite,
not only did he not object, he even encouraged her,
“Did you do your homework. Go and do your home-
work.”

After my mom finished reciting the Shuran-
gama Sutra, she made a vow to recite the Earth Stor
Sutra 200 times. During the process of recitation, |
found that her compassion was growing. In the past,
she had mainly cared about my dad and me and just :
few people around her, but after she recited the Eartt
Store Sutra, | found that she cared about a lot of othel
people. She said that there’s too much suffering in
hell that our friends and relatives should never go
there, so what could we do to help them? After my
mom finished reciting Earth Store Sutra, she started
to recite the Buddha's name. When she was reciting
the name, she was vowing that the name of the Bud.-
dha could fill our home. She hoped that everyone
that comes to our home could receive the benefit of
the recitation—avoid illnesses and disasters and be
healthy and safe.
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‘I had a dream one night,” she once told me, “I wapihglyour
grandma cut her toenails, one toe after the othelyddahink this
is funny?” | was very happy. Mom was great. Filial pietyfore-
most of all virtues. The Earth Store Sutra was alsu@blial pi-
ety. She was experiencing a connection with the Eddte Sutra.
Later, my grandma, who was almost 90, really came iaed in
my house. She used to be very reluctant with regardsing |
long-term in my house because my house was on the fxth
and the building did not have an elevator. It was inearent to
her. Secondly, my dad was her only son, so she wasiliiag to
come and place an extra burden on my parents. Afeem®ved in
permanently, she also started to study Buddhism. My gudsatis t
this had something to do with my mom’s vows.

My mom’s change has been more than that. By necttie
sutra everyday, she was able to significantly improvepkesonal-
ity, which she had developed for over 50 years, in jusa ged a
half. As for myself, | can stay very close to GMduntain Mon-
astery and come to the Great Compassion Repentancarhegu
These are extraordinarily wonderful experiences. dfm able to
recite the Great Compassion Repentance single-mindedégl
really joyful when | go home. Mom recites sutra atme and she’s
doing really well. So is grandma. Everyone is doing vaeit
happy. Dad is also very happy and started to beleBuddhism.
He even recommended reciting the Earth Store Sutra tnele
with an eye condition. That uncle is father’s Heehd. He is over
70 years old but never had the chance to study Buddhism in hi
life. He promised to recite the Sutra after my dakietlto him.
This makes me think of a verse from the book Three Shaps
Bow, written by Dharma Master Heng Sure and Dharmatdfas
Heng Chau: Buddhism is the most beautiful thing in thetfiedr
all living beings. Everyone knows it.

Because of my dad and mom’s newfound joy after theidugh
acceptance of Buddhism, all our friends and relatives were or
less influenced by their experiences.

Venerable Master Hsuan Huda:Depressed and melancholy, you
roam through the hells. Happy and smiling, you enjoynater
youth. Weeping and woe make a small dark room in the.’hells
Let me always keep a good vow. Always be joyful atrthaad
deliver my sincere prayer to all living beings. | hope thay will
always be happy and be good in their hearts, do good @eelds
speak good words. Reciting the Buddha’s
B name is the best among all good deeds.
Keep the precepts and recite the Buddha’s
& hname to eradicate all disasters and pray to
£ go to the Pure Land. The Bodhisattvas
& and Venerable Master Husan Hua will be

happy and smiling if they see this

EESFEA2508 2009 | B~ 1 - H
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[Dharma Lecture

Please contact us if you would like
to participate !
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