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The Mothers of All Buddhas: The Flower Adornment Sutra

Words from Venerable Master Hua
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The Flower Adornment Sutra is like an auspicious clousihmpty space, which extends throughout the Three thou
sand great thousand world-system, raining down the sweebfd@iarma rain to nourish all living beings.
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The Flower Adornment Sutrg the Sutra of the Dharma Realm and the Sutra gft¥e®@pace. To the ex-
haustion of the Dharma Realm and empty space there jgace that th&lower Adornment Sutré not present.
Wherever thd-lower Adornment Sutr&g found, the Buddha is to be found, as well as therand the Sangha
of Worthy Sages. That is why when the Buddha accohgdli®roper Enlightenment, he wished to speak the Gre:
Flower Adornment Sutra to teach and transform the @edhisattvas at the higher level. Since this Sutraavas

Sutra of inconceivable wonder, it was then concealed witie Dragons’ Palace and the Dragon King had bee
protecting it.
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Afterwards, Nagarjuna- “Dragon Tree”- Bodhisattva weaotthe
Dragon’s Palace, memorized it, and brought it back.

The Flower Adornment Sutrds like an auspicious cloud in
empty space, which extends throughout the Three Thousasat Gr
Thousand World-System, raining down the sweet dew of Dharm
rain to nourish all living beings. The Flower Adornmé&httra is
also like the sun, which illumines everywhere the GrEaousand
World-Realm, bringing warmth to every single living beingd.he
Flower Adornment Sutrés also like the great earth, which can pro-
duce and grow the myriad things. Therefore, it canaipk that any
period in which the Flower Adornment Sutra exists is dogem
which the Proper Dharma long remains.

Consequently, in our daily investigation and lecturing ef th
Flower Adornment Sutrat is essential to rely upon the Sutra’s prin-
ciples to cultivate and to use the Sutra as a cure foown personal
faults. Those who are greedy, after hearing the Floddornment
Sutra, should rid themselves of greed. People who hawedhatwon
hearing the Sutra, should give up their hatred; and tiwbseare stu-
pid should stop being stupid. The principles discussefla@rSutra
are designed to correct our fault and bad habits. bsslately not
the case that the Sutra was Dharma spoken for Bodkaisattith no
relation to us, or that it was Dharma spoken for Arkath no rele-
vance for us. Don't think that , “as an ordinary perall | can do is
listen to the Sutra, | could never aspire to théestaf a Sage.” To
think that way is to degrade yourself, or to separate gtifrem the
Sages.

From the beginning to the end of the Flower Adornment Su
tra, every phrase of the Sutra is an unsurpassed Dhaweé jIf we
are able actually to apply and cultivate according to theciptes in
the Sutra, then we are certain to become Buddhas.thBbreason
the Flower Adornment Sutréas the Dharma Body of all Buddhas.
The Buddha praised théajra Sutrasaying:In any place where the
Sutra text is found, there is the BuddhaVherever the Flower
Adornment Sutra is, there is the Buddha. The Buddhahs thigre.

It is just that your karmic obstacles are too deep amdyheso al-
though you are face-to-face with the Buddha, you do nathgeBud-
dha. As it is said;face-to-face, not recognizing Guanyin Bodhi-
sattva.”
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Right now the Guanyin Bodhisattva with thousand hands ani
thousand eyes constantly emits unobstructed light whiathes

all living beings with affinities throughout the entiféree Thou-
sand Great Thousand World Realm. Though we bow to the Buc
dha daily, recite the Buddha’'s name, bow to Guanyin, antkreci
Guanyin’s name, yet we still do not see Guanyin Bodhisattva
We just follow along with the crowd, bowing when peoptevb
reciting when people recite. This is just to be turnedchbystates

of others and not actually take it up into ourselves andanto
minds.

“How, then, should | be in my daily bowing and recolle
tion of Guanyin Bodhisattva? Should | continue to have & hug
temper? Should | still retain my old faults and notngfeathem?”

If you are that way, you could bow to the exhaustionthef
boundaries of the future, but you would never see Guanyin Bc
dhisattva. If you can change from evil and go towards tloel g
and truly rid yourself of your faults and bad habits- doyogr
best to reform and become a new person— Guanyin Bodhisatty
is certain to come to your aid. That is why some peoylevate

a good many years without opening a bit of wisdom, whilersthe
cultivate and, without being aware of it, open theisdeim and
acquire unobstructed eloquence. We shramanas shouldhtylige
cultivate percepts, Samadhi, and wisdom, and stamp greed,
tred, and stupidity. In every move we make we shouldmehe
light and look within. If you cultivate that way, you limnake
progress.

If we lecture on the Flower Adornment Sutra, ligterthe
Flower Adornment Sutraand recite th&lower Adornment Sutra
but fail to practice according to the principles of thewer
Adornment Sutrathe Sutra remains the Sutra, you remain you, |
remain myself and others remain themselves, and we tanie
as one. If we live according to the principles @& #futra, we can
become one with the sutra. If you are unable to trudgtire in
accord with the Sutra, instead you are deficient idhkass and
compassion, lack of joy and giving, having ignorance and-affl
tions as your only companions, then you have failed ttemnn
stand the Sutra and lack the ability to listen to theaSutJpon
hearing one phrase of the Sutra we should ask oursekiesy “
should | act? Should | run after my faults and bad balut
should | rely upon the principles of the Sutra and \ati&g?” If
you can constantly ask yourself that question, you \eiftainly
obtain great benefit.
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The reason you have not obtained great benefit islgithat you
look upon the Sutra as the Sutra, having no connectitnyaur-
self. Actually, when the Buddha spoke thlewer Adornment
Sutrg it was spoken for all living beings including you, me, and
everyone else of the present. The Buddha is facae®with us,
he is speaking it to us from his golden mouth. When wenli&i
the Sutra, it is the same as having the Buddha takes e leat
and speaks the principles right to our face, telling uasi® the
Sutra’s Dharma doors to cultivate.

None of the Dharma doors goes beyond the self-nature ¢
each one of us. Our self-nature, too, exhausts empty space
the Dharma Realm. Therefore, if you can expand andgentae
measure of your mind, you will unite with tRéower Adornment
Sutra being two entities and yet not two entities. If eeely can
make use of the states of the Flower Adornment Suttheds
own states and received thRbower Adornment Sutia limitless
principles and infinite wisdom as their own, how vastl great
that will be! As it is said,

It is vast and yet subtle.
Let it go, it fills the whole universe.
Roll it up, it secretly hides away.
That is ineffably wonderful!
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The Heart Sutra- Verses WithOUt a Stand And Prose Commentary
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¥ 84 Continued from last issue

Why is it that the precious pearls are inlaid in the
holes of the net ? It indicates to use that origindiéfore
we keep the Bodhisattva precepts, there are holes. Hov
do we know there are holes? Because there are ldsds, a
called outflows gsrava). Yet the leaks can be trans-
formed into precious shines. If you break a precept, there
is a leak. “The lights illuminate each other andehwgti-
ness interpenetrates” represents the Buddhadharma, tf
minds of the Buddhas, the minds of the Bodhisattvas, anc
the minds of all living beings—every mind responding to
every other, mind with mind. How did the Buddhas real-
ize Buddhahood? It was through the cultivation of the
precepts. And Bodhisattvas as well must cultivate the
precepts to become Buddhas. Living beings must alsc
keep the precepts; then they can cultivate and becom
Buddhas.
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All this represent transformation, endless transfoiona Thus
the title of the Brahma Net Sutra is comprised execklgiof
analogy. The first three of the seven kinds of Stitles are
called the unitary three, while the next three kindscalled the
dual three:

4) The first of the three kinds of dual title makesiref
ence to both persons and Dharmas. The Manjushri Asks abo
Prajna Sutra is an example, since Manjushri is a peasd pra-
jna is particular Dharma.

5) The next kind of title refers to both person andanal
gies: the Lion’s Roar of Thus Come One Sutra is ameia&
The Thus Come One (tagmta) is a person, and the lion’s roar
is an analogy. The Buddha'’s exclamation of the Dhasnik-
ened to a lion’s roar: “When the lion roars, the hundreats are
terrified.”

6) The sixth kind of title is established by reference t
Dharma and analogy. In The Heart of Prajna ParaButiaa,
prajna paramita is the Dharma and heart is the analogy.

7) The one remaining variation combined all three uni-
tary elements: person, Dharma, and analogy. The Stititze
Flowering Adornment of the Buddha of Great Expanse, com
monly known as the Avatamsaka Sutra, is the example. he
This kind of title is said to be “complete in one.” @rexpanse
symbolizes the substance of the Dharma, and Flowingrmdo
ment represents its function. The Dharma of greatresgavas
cultivated by the Buddha in order to realize Buddhahood. H
cultivated the six paramita and the ten thousand pesctand
used the flowing of those causes to adorn the attainnfghto
supreme fruit, which is Buddhahood.

Now | will explain the text of the Sutra by means of
eight-line verses, which | wrote some time ago. | ussot
once before to lecture on this Sutra. This is thé Vesse:

Verse:
Wonderful wisdom can reach the other shore right now;
The true mind itself can merge with enlightenment’s saurce

Dharma and analogy comprise its title, which transcémels
relative.

Empty of the characteristics of all dharmas is thlsssance
beyond words.

Fundamental non-attainment is its purpose and intent,

And by using its power of eradication, the three olbstaare
cleansed away.

The “butter division” is determined to be the meaning of this
teaching,

A maha turning around: this is the prajna boat.

(/Tf,?ﬁ-To be continued)
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On Not Returning From The Jeweled Mountain
Empty-Handed

We bought the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in 1974 ant
took possession in 1976. The City is big, but holds only &
few residents. Why is it called the City of Ten Thanc
Buddhas? Someone said, “I know, in the future there will
be ten thousand people here who will become Buddhas.
Not so! Everybody who comes here will have a chance tc
become a Buddha. As long as you come here, someda
surely you will be a Buddha. And it is not only ten thou-
sand people, but a hundred thousand, a million, ten million
one hundred million, billions and millions of billions of
people here in the City will become Buddhas.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is a generic
name. You may say the number of Buddhas here is a
many as the grains of sand in the Ganges River. Why
Because as it is said in The Flower Adornment Sutra
“There is nothing that does not flow forth from theadma
Realm, and there is nothing that will not return to this
Dharma Realm.”

Therefore, anyone who arrives at the City of Ten Thods
Buddhas will eventually enter the stream of Sagehood. Sc
No matter whether you are wholesome or evil, good or bad
you all have planted the seed of Buddhahood. When yo!
plant such seeds, they will surely bear fruit in tineife.

| consider as future Buddhas all people who have come t
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, whether they are dili
gent or lazy, good or bad. As the Sutra clearly sayivall
ing beings have been our parents in the past and will b
Buddhas in the future. Cultivators must contemplate eve
ryone in this manner. If you can do so, you will be able
respect others and at the same you will also be makag pr
gress in the Way! Everyone who comes here must recoc
nize himself, and not leave the Jeweled Mountain empty
handed.
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Why Are We Establishing Free Schools With Volunteer
Teachers?

When | was fifteen, | went to school for half a ygethen
studied for one year at age sixteen; and another yesgeat
seventeen. My total formal education lasted two anél hal
years. When | was eighteen, my mother got sick aunddc
not walk. She needed help whenever she had to relieve he
self, and so | quit school and stayed home to attend to he
needs. In my spare time, | established a free schodly?W
Because | began my education only after | was alread
grown up. And | saw that most people in my area couldn’t
afford to go to school simply because their familiesenteo
poor. So, at age 18 | set up a free school at my hofree “
school” means that | charged no tuition and no matééd

for stationery and pens. To come to my school requiced
money at all. Of course, | made no profit, sincecerged no
payments. Furthermore, | supplied all the papers, pens, ar
ink. In that year, | would often practice fasting, sames

for seven days, sometimes eighteen days and sometmes
thirty-six days. | would teach the students while | wast-f
ing. | was fasting because | wished with utmost singéoit
evolve a response from the Way so that my mother dvoul
quickly recover from her illness. | also realizedttihe
only reason the world was in such bad shape was mone
Money had turned all occupations and professions in societ

upside-down.(To be continued)

R IBEEI=1RFEE
Celebration of CTTB’s 30th anniversary

BWER B Am  ZRRMMHAXEZTEBERIIFEY  FHEERF BERE - Z+AF

BRI AERAF IV FRRACTTEFEY:

In remembering the past and looking forward to the future, there will be a series of ac-
tivities on July 4th and 5th to observe CTTB’s 30th anniversary. The 30th year subcommittee

prepared the following activities for everyone and for the youths to participate in:

X E-BRH TRLEBEPWEFHRE
FETERE T & A T F EE K ABFTHLE -

Essay Writing Contest-topic: My Vision of The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Sutra Recitation from Memory Performance, Calligraphy Exhibition, Youth Drawing of CTTB,

and Buddhist Knowledge contest.

PR RFMEBRRBEFY > REAFTERAF IV FFHR 0

HRKR -

This will be DRBA's first substantial literary arts activity. Please encourage all disciples and

youth to participate.

W IETRAE - KL RIEHA - RKI1E

%% zhengwen@drba.org

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the event please email: zhengwen@drba.org

GMM
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Thoughts

on

Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation
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-Chin Sahn Ng

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, Dharma Masters, wise
advisors, and fellow cultivators:

I am going to talk about my thoughts on the re-
cently completed Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation. I feel
blessed and am very grateful for all the good affinities that
had enabled me to attend these three weeks of recitations.

From the moment I opened the Sutra, I felt joy, ela-
tion, and happiness. When I learned of the Bodhisattvas’
practices and vows, I was overwhelmed. I felt like a baby
in a swinging basket, so safe and joyful. During the first
two weeks of the Recitation I was submerged in a state of
joy. But I must say this joyful feeling was a bit extreme
and unusual at the time. I kept reminding myself to be
mindful of my speech and action, but in the last week of
the Recitation, I said something improper which I should
not have said. Worse, I was totally aware at the moment
that I should not have said it. The next morning I woke up
with a bad sore throat. I knew right away it was my retri-
bution of improper speech. Normally I would have kneeled
in front of Buddha and repent. But I don't know why at
the time I did not want to. In fact, I got mad and thought
“Why was I being punished? I did not do anything wrong.”
I had plenty of time to reflect and repent if I wanted to but
I did not. Instead I just got mad for having a sore throat.

I was guided by my stupidity and arrogance.
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Three days before the completion of the Recitation, I lost
my voice completely. I no longer could recite the Sutra
with the Dharma masters and my colleagues. But I told
myself “that’s OK, I could recite it in my mind.” However, I
was not able to take in anything from the Sutra no matter
how hard I tried. At that instant I panicked. Imagine be-
ing in a way-place and not being able to learn any Dharma.
I cannot describe in words how frightened I was at that
moment. My colleagues left the monastery filled with the
joys of Dharma while I left disheartened. When I got
home, the first thing I did was to bow in front of Buddha
and repent. I was crying so hard I could not get up, like
an injured animal, just panting.

The next day, which was Saturday, my voice still
had not recovered. Worse, the minute I opened the Sutra,
my head started aching, as if several hammers were bang-
ing on my head. I also became sleepy. I had never felt
sleepy reciting the Sutra before. It was horrible. Again, I
left the monastery with a heavy heart that day. I felt so
lost and sad. That evening Dharma Master Hung Sure lec-
tured on the Ten Grounds of the Avatamsaka Sutra at the
Berkeley Monastery. Although I was very depressed I did
not hesitate to go to the lecture. That night D. M. Sure
told a story and I would like to share it with you because it
touched me deeply. Master Sure said one day he passed
by a bamboo garden. The garden was very pleasant and
clean with exquisite calmness. By the appearance of the
main trunk, Master Sure knew that the owner of this gar-
den took special care pruning the wild growth of the new
bamboo branches. It had to be a continual task getting rid
of the wildly grown and unwanted branches. If left unat-
tended, the garden would be messy and one could never
be able to see the main trunk. As time passes, the over-
growth of wild branches would block the sunlight and the
garden would be dark and full of harmful insects and dis-
eases. D.M. Sure was telling us that a good cultivator
should always be attentive to his/hers bad habits and de-
filements and get rid of them, and that only through this
diligence can we see our true nature. Master Heng Sure’s
words were like a compassionate hand lifting me from the
ground, telling me not to be attached to any state, happy
or sad, and correct my mistakes and continue the journey.

That evening after the lecture, I watched the news

on TV at home. There was a forest fire in Santa Cruz
County. They said it was caused by thunder and lightning.

9
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Actually all the fire, war, and disaster zones and slaughter-
houses derive from our hateful and angry heart. If men con-
tinue to eat other beings’ bodies, wear their skins, and drink
their blood, then these beings’ suffering will give rise to hatred
and anger in their hearts. How can there not be wars on
earth? Looking at the blazing fire and listening to numerous
birds crying in the background, I told myself I have to attend to
my bad habits and get rid of my bad temper and arrogance. It
is difficult but I have to do it.

The next day, or the last day of the Recitation, my voice
had yet to recover but I felt much different. I was not attached
to this state or that state. I just recited the Sutra with my
heart. I felt the Bodhisattvas’ profound compassion, like water,
penetrating everywhere. "I need to repay their kindness,” a
thought arose. Then I noticed a sentence from the Sutra:
“When sentient beings are happy, the Bodhisattvas will be
happy.” Ah! This is it. I told myself that from now on, each
day I will make at least one sentient being happy. I am sure
many people have already done so. But if you have not, maybe
you should try it. It's not that difficult.

Dharma Master said during the Recitation ceremony
that each of us has different Avatamsaka states. Today I spoke
of mine. Here, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to
all the Dharma masters for their teachings and guidance. I
hope in the very near future we will again attend another
Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation and our states would be more ma-
ture.
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Venerable Master's Dharma Rain *

People should use a compassionate heeir
with other people and other maitie
People should interact with others pe-=.e
sincerely.
People should think of others
and not oppress them in a vicious manner.
Those studying Buddhism must believe in a

cause and result,
thek

and must be careful of cause and res
£V R EIT2481] 20095 |~ 7]

If someone attaches you without caus
or slanders you or oppresses you,
you must deal with it calmly. '
One cannot return the attacks.
One must uses compassion to influence the o
person.
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