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The Development of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Words from Venerable Master Hua
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Nothing does not flow forth from this Dharma Realm.
Nothing does not return to this Dharma Realm.
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is both a sourcecbaerefuge for Buddhlsm in this world. What does this
mean? This is spoken in tRéower Adornment Sutra:

Nothing does not flow forth from this Dharma Realm.
Nothing does not return to this Dharma Realm.

A single root subdivides into ten thousand branches.
Ten thousand branches return to a single root.
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is a refuge for all Bud-
dhist in the world, as well as followers of every g&n, such
as Christians, Jews, and Muslims. We do not turn peodsy a
based on their faith, nor do we go after anyone whaldsdo
leave. Anyone who wants to come may come, and anyoae wt
wants to leave may leave. The mountain gate of ttyeo€Ten
Thousand Buddhas is always open.

The “ten thousand” in the name The City of Ten Thadsa
Buddhas implies immeasurable and infinite. We are not afrai
of having too many or too few people here. So many of you ar
already here now, but many more from all religiouskbac
grounds will also come in the future. Right now, our dining
hall has a seating capacity of only 500, which is too sniadinv
we hold Dharma Assemblies. Therefore, we are nowgpireg
to build a dining hall that will hold 2000 people. This snaall
project. We also have plans for much bigger projects, aach
our plan to build the Flower Adornment Hall of Proper i,

a place where 10,000 people can attend Dharma lectures a
cultivate. Other projects are to build a great Buddal &hd a
pool for liberating life. There are endless constructwo-
jects. CTTB is blazing new trails to become a refugeafiore-
ligious followers.

Some asked, “Dharma Master, such developments will re
quire huge sums of money. You are not going to askdoad
tions from us laypeople, are you?” Don’t worry. | neask for
donations, so don't be afraid. | don’t want you to getlswith
debts. If you are not afraid to create merit and virtiien tyou
may stay and support the Way place. If you are afragh you
better leave right away. | always do whatever | Bhylo, so
regardless of whether you'd like to contribute, | siill build a
refuge for all religious followers.
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Why isn’t the world peaceful?
It is because everyone is too greedy.
Great people have great greed. Small people have small greed.
Each person has his own greed.
How many people there are in a country,
that is how many greedy people there are.
So if people want peace, they must start from their own hearts.
If people’s hearts are not greedy, are not contentious,
are not full of hatred,
and are not suspicious, then the world will be peaceful.
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During the precept transmission right now, we are
bowing to the Buddhas and lecturing the Sutras every day.
What for? To adorn our Dharma body. This is known as
using the Buddha’s adornments to adorn ourselves. While
bowing, people who are ill should bow with special sincer-
ity. By bowing, you can move the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
gods, dragons, and the rest of the eightfold division-all the
good Dharma protecting spirits, so that you will recover
from any illness you might have.

For each bit of sincerity you bring forth, you will re-
ceive a bit of response. If you are ten parts sincere, you
will have a ten parts of response. If you are a hundred
percent sincere, you will have a hundred percent response.
The supreme, profound, wondrous Dharma is difficult to
encounter in one’s life. Since we have encountered it now,
we must do our best to put it into practice.

When we bow to the Buddhas, we should contemplate
the Buddhas of the ten directions coming to rub the
crowns of our heads. As they bless us, our karmic obstruc-
tions dissolve, our good roots grow, and imperceptibly we
are cured of all our illness. Thus, bowing to the Buddhas
is extremely important. Unless there are exceptional cir-
cumstances, everyone should be in attendance for bowing
to the Buddhas. Bowing is an excellent activity; it is good
exercise that makes you physically and mentally healthy
and bowing improves your circulation. If you do such ex-
ercise, you will be cured of all illness.

During the bowing sessions, unless you have very ur-
gent business to attend to, you should be bowing. This is
crucial. Our precept transmission session is nearly over,
and after it concludes we will no longer bow so inten-
sively; we will be doing other practices. During the pre-
cept transmission session, most people may not realize it,
but many living beings are bowing and receiving precepts
along with you. It is not just the few people that you can
see. Many spiritual beings are protecting the Bodhimanda.
All of you should pay attention to this point!

During the bowing sessions, everyone should be a little
more sincere. If you bow sincerely, any karmic obstruc-
tions that you have will melt away; any sicknesses will dis-
appear; all troubles will vanish. The power derived from
bowing to the Buddhas is inconceivable.
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Venerable Master’s Talk  ABRST—
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The Heart Sutra- Verses Without a Stand And Prose Commentary
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The explanation of the Heart Sutra will be divided ino
sections: a general explanation of the title, andxataeation
of the meaning of the text. The general explanatidhetitle
will be further divided into a discussion of the Sutrie @nd a
discussion of the translator.

B 1. Sutra Title

Seven categories of titles have been devised for tlee thr
treasuries Tripitaka) and the twelve divisions of the Sutras
spoken by the Buddha:

1) The first kind of title refers exclusively to personge
Buddha Speak of Amita Sutra is an example, since both
Shakyamuni Buddha and Amita Buddha are personages.

2) The Nirvana Sutra is an example of a title whecteter-
mined exclusively by reference to Dharma. Nirvana, Wwhic
signifies a Dharmadharmalaksana), is used for its title.

3) In the third category are titles comprised of anakgie
The Brahma Net Sutra is an example of this kind of title. The
text of the Sutra employs in its discussion of the@pes (the
rules of moral conduct taught by the Buddha) the analogy o
the cylindrical net-curtain belonging to the king of thee&r
Brahma Heaven; the curtain is a manifestation of his adorn
ments. All through the net-curtain are holes, andhénegmpty
space of each hole there is a precious pearl, eadrigigest
and most valuable of all pearls. Al | the way around, fite-
cious pearls illuminate each other with light, and timp&ness
interpenetrates. This precious pearl illuminates thatipus
pearl—back and forth. That is what is meant by their
“illuminating each other.”

Your light illuminates my light and my light illumines
yours. However, the lights do not oppose one anothae dD
them is incapable of saying, “Keep your light out of Irgiat”,
or, “I don’t want my light to shine on you.” Therg mone of
that; they illuminate each other and the emptinesspete-
trates. In other words, then, the precepts are likdigimt of
the precious pearls; they illuminate each other. If keep a
precept, that is, if you obey a rule of moral conducheuit
fail, it emits light. Each precept you keep has lighach of
the ten major and forty-eight minor Bodhisattva precepts
which are explained in thBrahma Net Sutra emits rays of
light, just like the pearls in the Brahma net-curtain.

(To be continued)
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The Development of Buddhism Through Education
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Why is it that the morality of the world has declinetla
people have become so upside-down, day —by-day? The fu
damental reason is because people fight for profiekiSg for
profit causes education to be neglected. For exam@eayrtih
versities compete among themselves for the greatediarush
students in order to get more profit. Whether they cawige
a good education for their students is not their conc&here-
fore, education has lost its significance. Moreotls,schools
encourage students to become dissipated, liberal, free, ai
frivolous. Students have lost their principles of bdwgnan,
and education has lost its value.

Because of the concern for profit, some teacherfoasal-
ary raises. Sometimes teachers go on strike, usmgotlth
as a bid in order to threaten society. Why is this? ighais
for benefit. The whole society has lost its basincepts and
ideals, and has gone running off to the branch-tips (iree go
astray). Therefore the world has become chaotic. d&urcis
not like education and the students are not like students any-
more. All because of profit. Ah! This harm has caubed
whole world’s populace to “live drunk and die dreaming.”
They know nothing about morality, humanity and righteous-
ness. People fail to understand filial piety, brotbhed) loy-
alty, trustworthiness and propriety. They don’t havegnity,
honor, or remorse.

Especially in America, parents are capable of giving bath
children, but they aren’t able to educate them well. drik
dren grow up unrestrained, and do everything at their own fre
will-even killing and setting fires. For instance, ttherson
from Chicago set a fire and caused many people killed whe
he was only four years old. His parents acknowledged the
was good conduct! As the result of his liberal upbringing, he
became a leader of the underworld society, specializing
stealing. You can imagine the result of liberal upbnggiAll
of you just think how serious that is!
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| am promoting that teachers should work voluntar-
ily of their own accord. They should do the work be-
cause they like it, and not fight for salary rais@is
one person wants money, that one wants money, toc
There is a teacher at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas who has been living here over ten years. /
Dharma Master introduced her to me, saying that this
person was out of a job and that if she could stélyeat
City with room and board available, a little pocket
money would do. After more than ten years, seeing
that teachers outside were making money, she forme
a “gang of three” to ask for a salary raise. If thiew
guest had not being granted, she would have gone o
strike. See, because of money, she had this ide:
What about those teachers coming from outside? i
the past, | had to pay teachers for driving one or twc
hours to get here, for the time they prepared materials
and for the time they watched students at school. Eve
rything takes money. Money, money,
money...”Money is something one cannot be apart
from for a single moment.” This way, only spending
without earning, the expenditures exceed the income
So | have to make the announcement that all teachet
at our elementary and high schools should be volun:
teers. Professors in our university, with more experi-
ence, will get some honorary allowance. Now the re-
quest for a salary raise is extinguished, and no strike
are heard of ever again. This is the method, not a ver
logical one, that | thought of today.

When Bush campaigned for a second term as Pres
dent, | saw he was too permissive and indecisive ant
would not be re-elected. However, | had a way to helf
him win the election. What was that? | told him to
announce that if he were to be president again, h
would not take the president’s salary and would do-
nate it to the people. People in the White House in-
vestigated the principle in my letter for over a week
and did not accept it. Eventually, he lost the cam-

paign.

Though it is a time when demons are strong anc
the Dharma is weak. | felt that Bush had hope. If he
fadopted my suggestion, | made it very clear in the

letter that he would definitely win the campaign; if

not, he would surely lose. As | predicted, he did not
in because of money. This greatly affects the future
of the United States. Now he is regretful that he did
not listen to me, yet it is too lat@he End)
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My Causges & Conditions with Buddhism
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Next, I'll talk briefly about my mother’s experierse
during her life. During her later years, she was vigoraus i
learning and practicing the Buddha Dharma. She did not
know Mandarin, but she was diligent in learning the lan-
guage so she could recite the Sutras. She would call me t
ask about pronunciations, and she would repeat words ove
and over until she had learned the proper pronunciations.

In recent years, she decided to recite the Great Cempas
sion Mantra 108 times every day. She was so persister
that she would recite it silently while she was wadkirShe
would give up TV at night to make up for
time lost during the day, and she would re-
fuse to go to bed until she had finished her
daily recitations.

In 1994, my family drove to the City of
Dharma Realm to participate in the Honor-
ing Elders’ Day celebration. Unfortunately,
we got into a car accident and our car turned
upside down. Everyone was alive, but my
mother was seriously injured. She was sent
to the hospital and stayed for a few hours.
When she came home, there were serious
signs of injury on her head, face and spine.
The Dharma Masters at Gold Mountain
Monastery (GMM) right away received a phone call from
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua asking whether every elder a
GMM s safe.

The day after the accident, while my mother wasngsti
in bed, she saw Gwan Yin Bodhisattva appear before he
and proceed to emit white light toward her. Afterwardg,
mother had a miraculously quick recovery. My mothet ha
always told us that she was blessed and cured by the Gre
Compassion Gwan Shr Yin Bodhisattva. And it was from
that experience that she obtained a more profound undel
standing of Buddhism and realized the importance of learn-
ing and practicing the Buddha Dharma. Amitabha!

11 P 24T 20008 PHE] ~ K]
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How Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance Changed My Life
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| was born in China, raised in Macau, and later movef8do
Francisco. Eating seafood was part of everyday life, dfigr
learning about Buddhist teachings regarding karma and the caus
and effect of killing animals, | began cutting back. Owere, | ate
less meat and avoided eating live fish, shrimp, and slaftast
year | even eliminated crabs, which was my favoritéogeh from
my diet.

Last February, | took a trip to South America vatigroup of
friends, and | ate a lot of seafood. | knew at the tima¢ | should-
n't be eating seafood but somehow | just went along and had ther
anyway.

In April, I went to Gold Mountain Monastery taite the Earth
Store Sutra for a friend's father. After learning abdw Ten
Thousand Buddha Repentance and its benefits, | decidedtim-pa
pate. Before departing for the City of Ten Thousand Busldha
(CTTB), | was tired, my skin was extremely dry, and eygesight
was deteriorating. | had originally planned to have suggeyn my
eyes, but | put it off temporarily for the trip. During tfveo-and-a-
half hour drive to CTTB, | felt a great deal of stressl started to
sneeze and shed tears.

| felt sick during the entire ceremony, and manypfeecame to
my aid. In particular, a teacher from CTTB offeredatoange a
doctor’s (acupuncturist) appointment for me. The doctorcheie
about my condition, and | told her | had a cold. She took ekqui
look at me and took my pulse. “What you have is more than
cold,” she said, “your internal organs are shutting dowsu ¥re
lucky to be alive. You're lucky just to be here.” | was spéess. |
couldn’t believe what she said. When [ finally composedeti, |
told her that that was impossible. “I had a checkugi p few
months ago, and my doctor said | was fine. How can my body
change that quickly?” | asked. “Don’t you know that sometimes
people can just die all of a sudden without warning?” she re
sponded. Once again | was speechless. | finished my atcupinc
treatment and continued my daily activities at CTT8ifain a
trance.
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| felt disturbed with the doctor’'s remarks. [I've als considered
myself a kind-hearted person. | know | might have cteateme bad
karma, either intentionally or unknowingly, but | never imagireslyt
were this bad. | had problems accepting myself and wadotddsociate
myself from my past. | also had a need to confessiteeone, yet | was
afraid of people finding out about my past and knowing whollyraa
as a person. | felt this way for several weeks unsitarted to share
some of my experiences, which really helped me open up.

After the Ten Thousand Buddha Repentance, | beaaragetarian
and began to participate in all the Dharma Assemhbti€ST'TB. | took
the Five Precepts in July of this year. Not only hawst 20 pounds in
the six months since and now have a better complexion, | notexl som
very positive physical changes as well:

% insulin usage, significantly declined to 15 unit from 50 units pgr d

% eye surgery, scheduled in July and was cancelled; lefiesled
itself

% no medication for cholesterol level and blood pressure needed
% recent blood work indicated normal
s arthritic condition, improved 80% on the left side of my body

To me all the physical changes are wonderful, but tetiay | ap-
preciate even more is the way | feel about myselfellf®re at peace.
I've been sleeping better, and even my hair loss loased. | under-
stand myself a lot better. Most of the problems | égukrienced with
others are really my own problems. When | began togianyself,
everything around me seemed to change accordingly. | stduiggla
long time to accept myself and this burden finally sthatedighten
when | agreed to share my experiences with othersa r&sult of shar-
ing my experiences, I'm able to accept myself as a wholg,| can see
my own imperfections. When | was at CTTB, a teacles ancourag-
ing me to share my experiences and told me that shamilg experi-
ences is a duty, not a choice. Now | believe that shame’s experi-
ences is also a privilege as well.

Some may asked why I've experienced so much iora gériod of
time, and here’s what | think: | believe that everybodythasame op-
portunity to receive the awakening/blessing from the Buddha8and
dhisattvas if we bow sincerely. Secondly, because we\adl different
life experiences, our individual blessings will be differentontent,
form, and time. Thirdly, CTTB is a holy place. Folyttthe wondrous
power of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. And finallgnarel
importantly, having the heart to make oneself better.

One day a friend of mine told me that | shoelel fucky and blessed
to have been surrounded by people who are willing to helpFoe
some time, | thought they were criticizing me. Sheghtti | can now
see that when | change the way | think, my life changeggakith it.

SR 4TI 20008 PHE] ~ 2 E|
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APRIL 2009 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Going to CTTB for
Celebration of
Shakyamuni Buddha’s
Birthday
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May 2009 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

o FXEREAA
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No Assembly today
Going to CTTB for
Fourteenth Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua'’s

Welcome!

415-421-6117

Please contact us if you would like
to participate !
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