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Cultivate Diligently and Don’t Be Lax

Words from Venerable Master Hua
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Gold Mountain Monastery is operated by tharta Realm Buddhist Association and used to be known
the Buddhist Lecture Hall, which was then a tiny flat tedaon the fourth floor walk-up of an old building in Sar
Francisco Chinatown. That's where our very first S@n@ultivation Session took place in 1968. Many peop
from Seattle took part in that ninety-six day sessi®he full daily schedule allowed no time for restingheTonly
chance for a break came on Saturday afternoon, whetieigeants did their laundry or took care of personal bus
ness.

We lectured oBhurangama Sutra during that session, planning to finish it before the sessnded. We
began by holding one lecture daily, but before long, reglihat there wasn’'t enough time to finish the comples
Sutra, we added an extra lecture, so there were two ls&wtay. Later, because it still looked like we coulfin‘t
ish the Sutra, we added a third lecture to the daily scheahdeso forth, until at the end we had four lectures ea
day. We barely finished explaining tBaurangama Sutra during that summer session. Thus the merit and virt:
was completed and we transferred it to all living beings.
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Once the Shurangama Sutra had been expldined
young Americans left the home-life, so now there tmee
Bhikshus and two Bhikshunis. These are the first Ammesdo
leave home and receive the complete precepts.

Each year thereafter we held a Summenn@tittn Ses-
sion. Many people came to study Buddhadharma, and some
them decided to leave home and become Bhikshus and Bhil
shunis. Although the total number of people was not laage,
Gold Mountain Monastery we valued quality over quantity.
What counts is those who come are sincere in wanbiragilti-
vate the spiritual path and investigate Buddhadharma.n Eve
one such person can’t be considered too few; and if mamy pe
ple have that attitude, that’'s even better!

Gold Mountain Monastery publishes a monthlyliEhg
journal called Vajra Bodhi Sea. (The journal is now bilingual
with Chinese and English side by side, and is called Thik Bu
dhist Monthly-Vajra Bodhi Sea.) This journal brings theess
tials of the Buddha'’s teachings to Westerners so theyeean |
the ins and outs of Buddhism, it helps us develop a correct u
derstanding, and not misinterpret Buddhism as a superstitiot
religion, an idol-worshipping cult, a pessimistic escapgara-
sitical burden on society. Our journal transcendbda@lindaries
of country, race, and nationality and regards all bealife as
Buddhist disciples.

Since Buddhism’s inception, there has neven b
Buddhist war. This is due in part to the first of the Buddhist
precepts, which is “no killings.” Buddhists not only refrain
from killing humans, we don't kill any animals, eithenstiead,
we liberate living creatures, and protect the safety lo&rat
mals; therefore, we’ve never been involved in a war.

At Gold Mountain Monastery, it's as if we’panning
for gold in the sand. If a person has the quality of getikn
he arrives at Gold Mountain, he’ll feel right at hom&though
we don't talk much here, the silence makes it quite coemeni
for studying; every day we study Buddhism and nobody come
to interrupt our work; this is an ideal environment. Amehaa
a large population, but now many have taken the opportunity t
come to investigate the Buddhadharma and listen to leatares
the Sutras here? This attests to the fact that Budzfieasre-
ated individually, one by one, and not in groups. In tlosldy
things which are scare are considered valuable. Although th
people who come to Gold Mountain to investigate Buddhism
may be few in number, they are the most valuable peopies
world. In the future, when you all understand the Buddhad
harma, you can go out to propagate the teachings in evety la
bring benefit to all creatures. My wish is that youl wuickly
lead all beings to Buddhahood.
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reform any faults that you find.

Each one of you who has come to attend thisreer
session must cherish the time; don't let it pass bglessly! |
mentioned the Chinese proverb that goes, “An instaninef is
worth an ounce of gold. Even an ounce of gold can’t lackb
an instant of time.” So time is the most valuable, riwest im-
portant of all commodities. All my classmates irsteBummer
session, diligently study Buddhism! Don't allow the presio
minutes to slip by. Use this time to learn some true iesi
of the spiritual path!

There’s an important matter that | wantiscuss with
you all. In fact | thought not to mention it, but nowekd can't
avoid it. You left-home people absolutely must learnespect
yourselves. Don't see yourselves as worthless and cHeaip.
neither should you be haughty and proud. Examine youtself ¢
all times and reform any fault that you find. If yéind no
faults, then press on. Under no circumstances should grou b
come lax and careless.

Since you
left the home-life to
study the spiritual
path with me, I'm
obligated to point
out everything that |
see, in order to cor-
rect your faults. If |
failed to tell you of

It you find no faults, then press on. your faults, then I'd

be doing you an in-
justice. Once | tell you your faults, it's up to you tocide if
you want to listen to me and change. By telling you, five
filled my duty as a teacher, and have nothing to regrdteor
ashamed of. So if any of you fall into the hells, y@avenno
right to complain, “Oh, why wasn’t my teacher morecstwith
me? If he’d taught me better, then | wouldn’'t have wouwnls
in hell!”

So now I've had my say. Left-home peogit®uld
never disturb other people or interfere with their deem. If
you yourself don’t cultivate, take care not to obstruct thig-c
vation of others. If you don’t hold the precepts yolfiyrdse
sure not to prevent others from holding the precepts. uf yo
choose not to cultivate virtuous conduct yourself, don’t keef
others from cultivating virtuous conduct. If you do obst
others in these ways, then you must discipline anamejour-
self. Left-home people must take charge of themselved at
times and accord with the moral precepts in every woitl a
deed.
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Although this article was a lecture from Vener-
able Master Hua to his left-home disciples, we as
laypeople can still learn a great deal from it. |
hope everyone will continue to study Buddhism

vigorously in this coming New Year. See you all
in the Western Pure Land.
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Don'’t act so wild! Be serious! Don't just do what you gse.
Don't you know the proverb:

Without using a compass and a T-square

You'll never draw good circles and corners.

That's why before the Buddha entered Nirvana, he told
Ananda, “Take the precepts as your teacher.” This plrase
serve as a motto for every left-home person.

While we eat, we should make the Three Recollectiodstlam
Five Contemplations. There’s a saying,

A single grain of donor’s rice,
Is as weight as Mount Sumeru.
If one should eat it and then fail to cultivate,
One will have to repay the debt by wearing fur and horns.

How dangerous this situations is! This isedatlosing
one’s human body while wearing the precept sash.” Se lef
home people, wherever they may be, must sternly guand the
precepts. Before we've put an end to birth and death, éoefol
our thoughts of desire have been severed, we may reidre
the slightest bit lax or careless. Samantabhadra Battlrasex-
horts us:

This day is already done.

Our lives are that much less.
We're like fish in evaporating water,
What joy can be there in this?

Great Assembly!

We should be as diligent and vigorous,
As if our own heads were at stake.
Never forget impermanence!

Be careful, and never be lax!

We who have left the home-life must chiegach pass-
ing minute and second of time. Remember; “an instantef t
is worth an ounce of gold. Even an ounce of gold camt b
back an instant of time.” Time is just his precious,dso’t
waste it! Work hard at your cultivation. Be ever moigorous.
Only then can you expect success. There’s never bearda h
working cultivator who had time to hold casual conveosabr
disturb others. | hope all of you will pay attentionthds. It
hurts me deeply to see people fail to cultivate! Arenth yet-
ting down the vows you made upon first leaving home? Cat
this kind of left-home person who says one thing and daes
other consider himself part of the Sangha Jewel? | lgopél
all learn to respect yourselves!
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It is not easy to promote Buddhism in the eéghit
States. Therefore, everyone should take on the rebgin®f
propagation, in order to help the Buddha Dharma to flourish.

Where should we start? In my opinion,sheuld start
with education. If you simply speak the Dharma, you can't
plant the roots. Therefore, you have to work on edutatio
order to infuse the spirit of Buddhism in children’s minds.
Only when they understand the principles of Buddhism anc
practice them in society,stop all evil and cultivate all good-
ness,” can the roots of Buddhism be planted. Chinese Buc
dhism ignored this point in the past.

People only spoke the Dharma and expounded the Sutra
without knowing how to guide the children to the profound
and wonderful teaching of Buddhism. If children understand
the Buddhist teachings, then when they grow up they can prec
mote them. This is one thing all Buddhists must pay attenti
to. Don't let the focus of everything you see, hear, tafld
about be solely on making a fortune, which is of no fiete
Buddhism. Every one of us must take the responsibility o
educating people, help them understand Buddhism. This is ¢
important matter. In seeking profit, education is usuaWgr-
looked.

In the American society today, men arefor money,
and women go for money, too. They forget about children’s
education. They think that children will learn what they dugh
to know at school. However, at school, children oftecobee
worse. They become less obedient day by day. Paaadts
teachers have lost contact with one another. Taehegs tell
the students that the most successful people are Wiasean
make a lot of money. To be first in the world, yowéh¢o re-
bel at home and knock your parents down.
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If teachers instigate children to be disobedient tor the
parents at home, it would be better not to send them t
this kind of school!

Everyone should voluntarily take respotigybi
What kind of responsibility? We who have knowledge
and wisdom, but have to go to work in the daytime shoulc
shared some time at night for education, at a schodl or ¢
home. To do this voluntarily means you don't seek for a
reward or compensation. You fulfill your responsibility
well in school or at home teaching the next generation
Only when the next generation is taught properly can
blessings for the world be attained. If the next germrat
has not been taught well, then it will be like now in
America, where juvenile delinquencies are everywhere
Every day, there are children who are bold enough to Kill,
set fires, and rob.

Especially in Los Angeles, people feel inl@and
their lives are insecure, because someday, with one shc
they might be killed. There are probably more people
who die from shootings than from the war in Iraq. Wha
is the cause of this? It's simply because people t@ve i
nored education and value money instead; since their pr
ority is in earning money, they have not receive ag ad
guate education. Particularly now, not only do men work
for money, women do too, demanding equality and free-
dom. Children then are ignored by those parents. In .
nursery school or kindergarten, children are influenced by
improper things. In this way, morality falls lower and
lower, worse and worse, generation after generator
it’s all because of neglect of education!

(To be continued)
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A Miraculous Case: Reciting the Shurangama Mantra (Part II)

Spoken at Gold Mountain Monastery by Mr. Feng on 10/4/08 /544 47 #/ 4} 17 2 ) 22 i age
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My Causges & Conditions with Buddhism
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Greetings to all Dharma Masters and Buddhist friends!

My name is Sandy, and my Dharma name is Chin Ying.
| am pleased to establish Dharma affinities with all of
you today. Several weeks ago, my mother passed awa
While she was sick at the hospital, a group of layperson
from the Gold Mountain Monastery’s Pure Karma Soci-
ety found time to visit her ever with their busy schedule.
They also called regularly to inquire about my mother’s
situation and provided some needed comfort. Especiall
during the final hours, the director from the Pure Karma
Society visited my mother and personally gave her &
massage. She gave my mother the most heartwarmir
comfort when she needed it most. Accompanied by the
recitation of Amitabha from my siblings and Dharma
friends, my mother passed away peacefully and at eas
without worry and pain.

| sincerely thank the director for staying with me and
my siblings and for reciting for my mother till 6 a.rhet
next morning. When the news spread to the rest of th
group, they came to the hospital in the middle of night
to recite without hesitation. | am greatly touched &y th
group’s unselfish acts and their willingness to help.
Their kindness will remain forever in my heart.

During my mother’s funeral ceremony, several senior
laypersons came, with their walking sticks, to recite fo
my mother. | felt the warmth provided by these indi-
viduals and the compassionate Buddhist spirits.
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Let me take this opportunity to sincerely thank all Dharma
masters and the Pure Karma Society on behalf of mihfa

I'd also like to take this opportunity to sharg ex-
perience with taking the Refuge in the Triple Jewels.n Te
years ago, | was working in Chinatown, and | would always
hear chants and recitations coming from Gold Mountain-Mo
astery (GMM). | found them quite pleasant to the &ar.
chance one day, a customer mentioned about GMM and gay
me a couple books from the temple. | then realiZeat t
GMM was a Buddhist temple.

Soon afterwards, | would occasionally com&kov
with my co-workers to have vegetarian lunches, whically
enjoyed. Gradually, | started to come to GMM more regu-
larly, when I'm not working during the weekends. At the
time, | only had little knowledge about Buddhism, so | didn't
think much about taking the Refuge. Therefore, for ydars,
kept putting it off.

About three years ago, my brother-in-lavi fi
Members from the Pure Karma Society took time out eirth
busy schedules and personally drove him to the doctomy Th
also visited and recited for my brother-in-law. &aswvery
touched by their unselfish acts and deeply moved by the con
passionate spirit of Buddhism. It was then that | tdekRef-
uge in 2005.

Now, regardless of how busy or tired | amvbien-
ever things don't go the way that I'd hoped, | would always
recite the Great Compassion Mantra or “Gwan Shr Bno*
dhisattva's name. Sometimes, when | have any dispuigs or
sues with my customers, friends, or relatives and ffeel
about to get angry, | would immediately and silentlgites
“Na Mo Gwan Shr Yin Pu Sa.” It would gradually calm me
down and help me avoid unnecessary confrontations. Reci
ing “Na Mo Gwan Shr Yin Pu Sa” helps me overcome diffi-
culties. More importantly, by practicing this recitatidmmave
learned how to build better relationships with others doat
no matter what obstacles or challenges lie aheadlieven-
tually help me go through i€To be continued)
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In thought after thought,
do not forget the pain Of birth and death.
In thought after thought,

yearn to be liberated from the turhing wheel.

When empty space shatters,
onhe is Clear about the Buddha-hature.
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February 2009 SCHEDULE OFACTIVITIES

SUNSH MON- [TUS = WEDZ THUw FRI1Z SAT=x
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00am - 3:30pm 1:00PM |1:00PM |1:00PM  |1:00PM  |1:00 PM 900 BRI
i ﬁ‘ & —A_ ?{F[%; A ?{F[%; A ?-F[%‘ A ?-F[%‘ —A_ ?’IF[%; Shurangama Mantra Recitation
Earth Store Sutra  |Gyeqt Great Great Great Great 10:00 am F% (Lecture)
I}eatauon Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion 1:10 pm
L0:00 2m Repentance [Repentance |[Repentance [Repentance [Repentance | Oreat CompassionRepentance
ﬂf_’; ,?-m' 3\]’ 2:45 pm B E
Dharma Lecture Cotr):pczi:f; I({):peGr:teaar:ce
8 +2 9 10 11 12 13| 200am &f#WEE 14
5:30 am 3:30 pm 1.00PM |1:00PM  |1:00PM  |1:00PM  |1:00 PM | AmitabhaBuddha Recitation
B 0IK I RIS RIS RE I~ RE I~ 10:00 am FAT (Lecture)
Medicine Master |5 Great Great Great Great 1:10 pm 7L
Repentance ompassion [Compassion |[Compassion |[Compassion [Compassion Creat CompaSSIOf]Rep_effame
[0:00 am P . ° P P 2:45 pm A
" 25 3 Repentance [Repentance [Repentance |Repentance [Repentance Discussion on Great
¥ M Compassion Repentance
Dharma Lecture 2:45 pm 3 4 7L 35 Ao~
Pure Karma Society
Elderly Visitation
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
2:00am - 3:50pm 1:00 PM  |1:00 PM  |1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am & [PHE
MK 8 s P P RS P Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra  |Gyeqt Great Great Great Great 10:00 am F% (Lecture)
E{Oe(c):(l)tatlon Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion 1:10 pm
e Repentance [Repentance |[Repentance [Repentance [Repentance | Oreat CompassionRepentance
Hf_’y %-m' 3\]’ 2:45 pm B E
Dharma Lecture Cotr):pczi:f; I({):peGr:teaar:ce
22 23 24 w— 25 26 27 28
M 1:00PM  |1:00PM  |1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am A.FREE
MK 8 T I A I I Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra  |Gyear Great Great Great Great 10:00 2m F5% (Lecture)
E{Oe(c):(l)tatlon Compassion [Compassion |[Compassion [Compassion [Compassion 1:10 pm
:00 am Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Great CompassmnRep_ejltance
4 5t 3t 2:45 pm SR
Dharma Lecture Discuss:ion on Great
Compassion Repentance
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MARCH 2009 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

SUN®H MON~- |TUS:= WED = THUw FRI1ZX SAT=*
9.00am - 3:30pm 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Wi g 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am T BHIRIFE Fﬁ
Earth Store Sutra —‘\?IFE%; —‘\?IFE%; —‘\?IFE%; —‘\?IFE%; —‘\?IF[%; Shurangama Mantra Recitation
Recitation Great Great Great Great Great 10:00 am F5 (Lecture)
£0:00 am Compassion |[Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |[Compassion 1:10 pm
% %5t 4 Repentance |Repentance [Repentance [Repentance [Repentance Great CompaSSiof‘Re?i‘fame
Dharma Lecture Lets pm

o Discussion on Great
3:30 PM § ¥ i £ Compassion Repentance
8 9 10f +2z 11 12 13 9:00 am 14
Mw 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM FEREB L ZiE
o iR 4 i VRS e B Taeiw
Eart.h StOI‘C Sutra Great Great Great Great Great Celebration of
Recitation Compassion [Compassion |Compassion [Compassion [Compassion evan Y'Qir?ﬁg:fattvas
10:00 am R S
) epentance |Repentance |Repentance [Repentance |Repentance L:10pm A
HF’ '?' m‘ 3“]’ Great Compassion Repentance
Dharma Lecture
15 16 17 18 19 20 200am AFWEEG 21
SIREEENED |00 PM  |1:00PM  |1:00 PM 1:00PM  |1:00 PM Amitabha Buddha Recitation
FREIIEPES (L T RS RS RS I 10:00 am 5T (Lecture)
MEZREEUST (50, Great Great Great Great 1:10 pm 75
No Assembly today . . . . . Great CompassionRepentance
Goingto CTTBfor [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion Lud5 pm AR
- 2 pm o |
Cf('ﬁ]er‘a;'(?r:‘iscgm?a",‘;a” Repentance [Repentance |Repentance [Repentance |Repentance Discussion on Great
Birthday Compassion Repentance
22 23 24 25 26| d— 27 9:00am AfREEG 28
9:00am - 3:30pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM Amitabha Buddha Recitation
WK g P P RS T IR 10:00 am ZH7T (Lecture)
Eart.h Store Sutra (Great Great Great Great Great 1:10 pm m.{?ﬁ%\'
Recitation Compassion [Compassion [Compassion [Compassion |Compassion Grear CompamogRe?:lfame
10:00 am R. R " R " R t 2:45 pm NEESE EJZLi
. epentance |Repentance epentance epentance  [Repentance Discussion on Great
¥ v Compassion Repentance
Dharma Lecture
8:30 am -3:30 pm 29 30 3] | A2 L FEHIE R AL
ﬁ_ % 'fﬁ. 1:00 PM 1:00 PM Please contact us if you would like
Medicine Master |7 AR to participate !
Repentance Great Great Welcome! === II
10:00 am Compassion |Compassion BRi2 B A O —O
B 4
% 2 At i Repentance |Repentance 415-421-6117
Dharma Lecture

12

& (1 524600 2009 Z E| ~ 3 K]






