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Who does Earth Store Bodhisattva feel pity for?
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Why does Earth Store Bodhisattva feel sgatpifor all living beings? First, Earth St
Bodhisattva feels pity for living beings of the Six Patklgod, human, asura, hell, hungry ghc_ ..
and animal—because they continue to commit evil karma ambtieepent or amend their ..ﬁ‘?" r

therefore, they continue to be reborn in the Sih&at
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Second, living beings are stubborn and difficuteach. |If
you explain the Buddha-Dharma to them, they're no¢rested,;
but if you talk non-Dharma with them, they enjoy itor example,
if you praise a person and talk about how learned and ocmsrte
gracious he is, people don’t pay much attention. Owtier hand,
if you speak about how that person is so cunning that hentem
wrongdoings but never gets caught, they're eager to figurdisu
poly. If you ask them to study the Buddha-Dharma, theyatein-
terested. If you tell them about a mysterious drug thagbé about
wonderful and mystical changes, they want to give iya Many
take hallucinogenic drugs because they want that muddlegrer c
free feeling as if they've ended up in paradise.  Thelhechme-
gens are basically harmful, but those who take there arant to
take them again and again. When they're on drugs, theyhael
everything has been transformed and think that they'raegrdzan
heaven and earth. However, when their experiencesvare they
feel exhausted. Some would start to experience all sbhsad-
aches and bodily pain and prefer not to work and justroerel
like corpses. They never realize what's wrong; irgtélaey think
that if they take more drugs and up the dosage they witirbec
enlightened. Wouldn't you say that this is the ultimatenf of stu-
pidity? You try to teach them the Buddha-Dharma buy then'’t
want to learn; instead they want to take drugs and breakath
But this is actually something they’re willing to do and enjolatt
is why living beings are stubborn and difficult to teadthey don’t
like it when you teach them the Buddha-Dharma; but if ydiu te
them about a method to deceive others, they'll jump lightSuch
is the heart and mind of a human being.

Third, Earth Store Bodhisattva also felt s®dause the
“Sun of Wisdom” was about to set. Shakyamuni Buddha high
myriad wisdom was like the sun. When he spoke the Eaotie S
Sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha was about to enter Nirvana.

Fourth, in the palace of the TrayastrirHeaven, Shakya-
muni Buddha gave Earth Store Bodhisattva the responsiluifity,
Maitreya appeared in the world, to save all living being$ @ause
them to realize Buddhahood and receive the Buddha's Boedic
This very important responsibility also signifies Earttor8
Bodhisattva’s compassion for all living beings.

CERLOHEBE XOZET °

Earth Store Bodhisattva teels pity for all living beings
because they are foo stubborn fo be franstormed!
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You should introduce Earth Store Bodhi-
sattva and his compassionate vows to your col-
leagues and relatives. The magnitudes of Earth
Store Bodhisattva’s vows, spiritual powers, and
compassion are inconceivable. Therefore, you
should introduce Earth Store Bodhisattva and his
compassionate vows to your colleagues and rela-
tives. You should ask yourself: “Earth Store Bo-
dhisattva made such a great vow to save all living
beings and help them attain Buddhahood before he
does, shouldn’t I make a small vow to save at least
one or two beings before | become a Buddha?”
Even if you just make a small vow to save others,
you would not have studied this Sutra in vain. But
if you say that Bodhisattvas are Bodhisattvas and
people are people, and you think that it’'s got noth-
ing to do with you, you might as well have never
studied a single word of this Sutra. For example,
say you have a girlfriend or boyfriend in the past,
and now that you are cultivating yourself, you will
want to vow to help her or him attain Buddhahood
before your do.

You should make this kind of vows and not
think only for yourself. Or say that you're too
young to have a girlfriend or a boyfriend, but you
have your parents, so you should vow to save them.
Even if you've lost your parents, you still have sib-
lings. If you don’t have siblings, you can save your
friends. You should vow to save at least someone
you know, It can be anybody, even one of your fel-
low cultivators. | have vowed that as long as any
of my disciples does not become a Buddha, | will
not become one. | don't have as great a vow as
Earth Store Bodhisattva, who vowed to save all liv-
ing beings. My vow applies to my disciples who
have taken refuge and believe in me. If anyone of
them falls into the hells, | will also go to the hells
to find him. See, while my vow isn't as great as
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s, it is still great. Soiit st
takes lots of good karma accumulated from your
past lives in order to be able to meet your master.
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BUDDHISM IS THE FOUNDATION OF EDUCATION
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We are willing to foster and promote educatimn
all places in the world. Presently, the world’s educatio
system is a failure. Education is the only real deferise
country. If there are no proper youth who can goverara n
tion, then no matter what great weapons a country has
they are useless.

Since the Buddhadharma is the basis of éduaca
we must change and transform the bad customs. We hav
to educate the whole world properly, so that people have
more sense, and are not so unruly. Just take a look at st
dents nowadays. For no apparent reason, they will murde
their teachers, As a result, teachers are afraidstptine
the students. Further, many students start taking contra
ceptives at a very young age, because they have not bee
educated properly.

It is not that the children are born ewinfr both,
but just that there was no one to teach them. Asshid,
“those who draw near rouge turn red, and those who drav
near ink turn black. Those who are dyed green become
green, and those who are dyed yellow become yellow.”
Therefore, if a child commits murder, it is the faultloe
adults, who did not teach him properly. As a result, the
people of this country are very unruly and do not abide by
the laws. For example, There’s freedom to possess gun
and bombs in this country, so, everyone owns a gun. Sup
pose everyone were to become unruly and start shootin
recklessly. Who knows how many people would be shot
to death in a single day. If a country’s citizens ardame
abiding, then the country becomes a very dangerous. place
Therefore, all humanity should take education as thé mos
important matter of our national defense.

| came to the United States with a comnminte
help this country. More than twenty years ago, a fot o
hippies and unruly individuals left the home life with me.
Some were not law-abiding citizens and some even solc
drugs, but they came and reformed their ways. | didn’t
give them any medicine to quit; they just quit. Therefore,
it is my hope that this country be safe and peaceful.
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The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought
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Continued from last issue

“Asuras have a violent nature”: they argarrely
violent in nature. “Laden with blessings, lacking power”:
they have heavenly blessings, but no power in the heav
ens. They struggle for power and gain, but fail to get
them. “Absolutely determined to fight”: they just love to
fight. Take a look at this world: it's a world of asurad.
that people talk about is fighting, fighting, fighting.dPe
ple are fighting for this and fighting for that. You knock
me over, and | push you down. “They bob along in
karma’'s tow”. they are dragged by the force of their
karma into the karmic destinies. Therefore, cultivators
must avoid fighting at all costs. Don’'t be so belliggre
and eager to fight. Don’t have an explosive temper, and
then you won'’t be associated with asuras.

In general, asuras refuse to listen tooreashey
constantly lose their temper at everyone. If we take
closer look at the asuras, we find that five of the nine
Dharma Realms contain asuras. In the Dharma Realm o
animals, there are asuras among the birds and asure
among the beasts. For example, crocodiles are asuras |
the aquatic world. There are also horse asuras. Irdeolie
horses, there may be one horse which causes a tiatusf
ble. That's known as "a horse which harms the herd."
Most bulls are also asuras. The bovine nature is am asur
nature. Dogs are even more prone to be asuras. Peop
who raise dogs and spend a lot of time with dogs may alsc
develop asura natures, so be careful'! Don’t run ofbio |
the asuras.

(7) The Dharma Realm of People

The way of people is harmony,
With merit and offenses interspersed.
On virtuous deeds you rise, offenses make you fall;
It has nothing to do with anyone else at all.
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There are good people and bad people. Humagsbaie
harmonious by nature and can get along with anyone, se@tbe
says, “The way of people is harmony. With merit ancerdes
interspersed”: People are neither completely good nor leb@hp
bad. If they were completely good, they would ascendh&
heavens. If they were completely bad, they would becam-
mals or hungry ghosts, or fall into the hells. Thewe a bit of
merit, but they also have a bit of offenses. Eiteirtmerit ex-
ceeds their offenses, or their offenses exceed theit. Wéhen a
person’s merit is greater than his offenses, he wilbte in a
rich and distinguished family, but with little meritdamany of-
fenses he will be born into a poor family. Betweleese two ex-
tremes are myriad differences and distinctions,etbasn the
amount of good and bad karma each individual has created. Pe
ple are neither totally yin nor totally yang. Those vane totally
yin may become ghosts, while those who are predomingatig
will ascend to the heavens, instead of remaining as people.

“On virtuous deeds you rise, offenses makefgltiu If

you perform deeds of merit and virtue, you will ascend.olfi y
commit heavy sins, you will descend. “It has nothing to db w
anyone else at all”: Other people cannot make you fall tihe
hells, become a hungry ghost, or turn into an aniflaat hap-
pens only because of the offenses you yourself commagei's
said, “You commit the offenses yourself, and you also wuder
the retribution yourself.” That's the human realm.

Soturday Chinese School

Fall

Semester Registrotion Begins

|1 PEE 4301 20085 17 e



FTH gﬁfﬁ Laity Corner~

& B Ep
(Remembering Nonerable Measter SCux

BLEET - BB

SREKPIGIEFI L E L L ASRR+ =AFED
B o 225+ =FATEIS R - FKIAASTELLAFo FK 272542
HEEETRMEREER o B8 RSB RF —HF =
B o RS SEIE TR AR - B —E M RE KN
L EBERILET S ENEIEN] 0 R RS EHRN! HHHHE
BRI EIIIWARY o S B - B K7L B AT AT LB
18 - FEERNBINIEHRR B SO i - FoAP BRERLT SE
ZHRBIE L - KR T SFEIEH B EBUIR 2, FELE SRR
SEASETR R E—1E T | B9BI1R o R EFAEBEHIE
b — R—ET S EHERAIK P o JFF R - ARBFHFR
ZUBFSCBo 5 » B IS NBIBT R BIEEEL 855 - L EER
Bt R E BB B AR NIRRT |

A8 - BT BESR DA RRBAIRPT - 128F L E aT5E
B2 o T BT BIFEFRAPAGEM 5| TEE 803 F - K
BEZREFESHEAELFE LA - BHTIE o MIMICHEEL

FETL - E EEE SRR - T KoY
F o WK - RESYTE HEZINE R A TR KX OIEABRIRIE »

HRISWE 2L o t EEIFL R ERER AP 072 o 07

=gl

SE 15 S RBRTKETSLEF » i B2+ R 518
FA o SR EHIIXIRIE T BRI HEE 1% - B IBERL Y
X oFEB A - (TSRS o 1852 A 5 18 55 B o Ll 8K e 64 Biff
R FEERFIEIRIK T LA o HE » BRI ARE
5 EHEBAELE - MithtPAE o — 1B S B L it 52 T38| 159
NERE 230 - FREELERSL > ITNE BHE o UMK KE - &
ERZIMHEIRAEFEIR - #FFET —TEERR o FIBEFFHK
e [ IRELLER K - BIFEAL » AFIREIERI XL ERE
EEREZH? | TR KBTI IES R =+HEE- |
CEB RS (B FE—TEE A SR eI B s8I ? | [ 2| AT
0> Yo B R IR AT - IRTEAETE T BUFKEN L R EIH 2
2o BEAENEARROOF0 RS o FKIEIEFLTIEIL R E IR IR AT
RIEMERTXIERAS & HR > KHENREFERME
BRI A E PR SR ST |

A

J

GMM News |ssue 243 Aug & Sep 2008

All Dharma Masters, all Dharma Friends: ~ By Madalena Tam

Today is the thirteenth anniversary of our Teacher, the
Venerable Master Husan Hua, entering Nirvana. Looking back
thirteen years ago, on the same day, my sister, Stella, and I were
in Los Angles to see our teacher pass away peacefully. At that
time, my mind was a total blank; deep down I couldn’t accept
the doctor’s prognosis because in my heart our Master would
never die. He would live to a ripe old age and all the illnesses
will be alleviated. Ever since I knew the Master from Hong
Kong until now, I was deeply impressed and inspired by his
spirit of being able to overcome every difficulty and his selfless
sacrifice for the sake of the Dharma. In addition, to my deep
admiration and reverence, I went so far as to place the title of
“God” before our Master. I had never imagined there would
come a day when he would leave us. At that moment, I felt I
would no longer receive his protection and teachings; I would
not be able to see his compassionate countenance, perceive his
benevolent smile and look into his kind eyes.

Even though our Master has left us, it is only his
physical body that has departed; his spirit will forever remain in
the world! As the Master’s disciples, we should feel deeply for-
tunate to be able to encounter him and have the chance to listen
to the Buddha-Dharma. As for me, I especially feel grateful to-
ward our Master because he had helped my parents and saved
my brother. The reason I have the chance to encounter the Bud-
dha-Dharma and come to believe in it is due to my late father’s
astute judgment in respecting revered sages and in being able to
encounter such a high monk with deep virtue and great stature
as our Master.

I remember when my father took refuge with the Mas-
ter; he was already an old man in his late seventies. After my
father heard the Master lectured on the sutras, he felt that the
Master’s literary skills was extraordinary and his personal con-
duct worthy of being his teacher; therefore he took refuge with
the Master. At the time, my father was quite well known in the
business world, yet he was willing to bow humbly to a person
even younger than his son to be his teacher, which was quite an
extraordinary undertaking. Father happily went home and ex-
citedly informed my Mom that he had taken a teacher. My
Mom asked my Dad, “You've already at this age, yet you've
bow to someone as your teacher, is your teacher older than
you?”
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“No, my teacher is at best in his early thirties!” my Father re-
plied.. “Then why did you bow to such a young teacher?” my
Mother asked. “There is something you don’t know. If you lis-
ten to his lecture, you would understand that my Teacher is a
monk of extensive knowledge and lofty deportment. As old as I
am, I have never met someone like my Teacher, a left-home per-
son who is young but possesses great scholarly abilities. I will
take you to see him one day, then you will understand what I
meant.” Not long after that, some lay people found a piece of
vacant land for the Master at a hilltop in Hong Kong. Thereafter,
the Master moved from the Guan Yin Cave (The Master was liv-
ing in the cave called Guan Yin cave in Quan Wan before mov-
ing to Hong Kong) to Hong Kong, and my mother was able to
see our Teacher and took refuge with him. At that time, I was
studying in a Christian elementary school. I thought that Bud-
dhism was a religion of superstition, believed only by uneducated
and illiterate people. This concept was especially true living
amidst the Westernized Hong Kong with its flashing neon light
and modern lifestyles, I had never heard a left-home person who
could lecture Sutras and gave Dharma talks. What I saw was only
left-home people reciting sutras and bowing in repentances for
the dead for money. Furthermore, I was studying at a Christian
school which had many planned activities for young people, I
didn’t have the time to think of other things, let alone believing
in Buddhism.

When I was young, I was often sick with a weakened
body. One day at midnight, I had a high fever and started yelling
and uttering nonsense, thus waking up the whole family. This
continued to the point where I even broke a piece of thick-
antiqued jade wore on my body given to me by my father to help
ward off the evils to protect me. When I woke up the next day, I
was back to normal as if nothing had happened. My Mom
couldn’t wait to take me to see the Master. We had to climb al-
most 300 or 400 stone steps, passing through clusters of tiny
wooden huts and groups of shabbily dressed adults and children.
In addition, there was an odd trench smell hanging in the air. We
walked for approximately an hour before we reached to a small
and very primitive hut — the precursor to Xi Le Yuan, Western
Bliss Garden. The Master was sitting on a wooden chair. My
Mother informed the Master the reason for our visit and re-
quested the Master help and bless me. The Master only smiled at
me and said gently, “There is no problem. Just go back and recite
Nam Mo Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa, Bodhisattva of Great Compassion
and Mercy.” That was the first time I saw the Master. The Mas-
ter then gave me three books — one is the Wonderful Dharma
Lotus Flower Sutra, one is the Sixth Patriarch Dharma Platform
Sutra, and another one is the Biography of Venerable Master
Hsu Yun. The Master then said to me: “I gave you these three
books, you need to read them. You can’t just set them aside.”
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“Okay.” I said. The Master then said, “I will test you on it. How
long will it take you to finish reading them? Is one month long
enough?” “Long enough.” I replied. In fact, I didn’t know that
out of the three books, two of them are deep and profound su-
tras. Due to my stubborn and indomitable character, since the
Master had asked, I then just resolutely answered.

One month went by with a blink of an eye. I went up to
Western Bliss Garden to see the Master with the three books.
The Master asked me a few questions and proceeded to explain
the meaning of the Sutras to me; especially the phrase found in
the Sixth Patriarch Sutra, “one should produce the mind that
does not dwell anywhere”, and “not contemplating good nor evil,
at that moment, is the true face of ...” With such profound
meaning, I was hanged in between the state of understanding and
not understanding. However, from that point onwards, I started
to look at Buddhism in a different light. From that time on,
whenever I had time, I would go to see the Master and listen to
his stories of the times he spent in Manchuria, China. I would
also study classical Chinese literature under him. After Western
Bliss Garden was established, often times, there would be
Dharma assemblies. On the weekends, there were Buddha Reci-
tation Assemblies and the Master would also lecture on sutras.
Furthermore, as young as we were, the Master even taught us to
go up to the stage and speak Dharma. Later on, the Master in-
vited some Dharma Masters to teach us bowing rituals, chanting
The Master

would often use both gentle and tough expedient means to teach

techniques, and playing Dharma instruments...

and guide us, because we, the youngsters, born and grew up in
Hong Kong, were so influenced by the Western sentiments. No
wonder the Master once said, “It is hard to teach people from
Hong Kong!”

Once a fortune-teller predicted that my father would
pass away at the age of 78 or 79. My father was worried all the
time because we were still young and has not grown up yet. One
day, Father went to pay his respects to the Master at Western
Bliss Garden. While in conversation with the Master, my father
besieged our Teacher, saying, “I have abundant food and clothes
now, it can be said that I do not have any regrets. However, my
children are still young and have not been able to be independent
yet. I will be content if I could live for another ten years!” Even
though my father is the Master’s disciple, but because of my
Dad’s old age, the Master treated my Dad with respect befitting
of an elder rather than regard him as someone lower in rank. We
really should learn form the Master’s virtuous conduct of respect-
ing elders and honoring worthies. Later, my father actually lived
to the ripe old age of ninety-one before departing from this
world. T believe that if any one of you have listened to our
Master’s talks on tape; you might remember our Master once said
that he had used the Forty-two Hands and Eyes twice to extend
the lifespan for people, well, one of them was my Dad.



One night, I was woken up from the dream I was in by non-stop utterances. I got up from the bed and saw my Mom kneel-
ing in front of the Buddhas altar and whispering something inaudible. However, I couldn’t resist the temptation of the sleeping de-
mon and went back to bed. The next morning I found out that my Mom didn’t sleep the whole night due to my older brother’s re-
curring illness; he was vomiting blood non-stop. The doctor had resigned to the fact that last night might be his final night if he
does not stop vomiting blood. After receiving this news, my Mom, not caring whether it was night or day, took hold of a servant to
accompany her to Western Bliss Garden to beseech the Master for help. Afterwards, she came home, knelt in front of the altar to
sincerely recite the Great Compassion Mantra and gave that water to my brother to drink. My Mom recited and prayed and my
brother drank the blessed water. After three or four times, his vomiting lessened. My Mom continued to recite and my brother con-
tinued to drink the water, finally his vomiting ceased and he fell asleep. The next day, the doctor came and was amazed at such mi-
raculous recovery because my brother had passed the critical life-threatening stage. That is the story of how my brother’s life was ex-
tended and he was able to live. A mother’s love for her child is deep indeed. Not only did Mother sincerely prayed to Guan Yin Bo-
dhisattva for help to cure my brother, she also made a vow to eat less food. Perhaps people here in America feel that it is not a seri-
ous matter to eat less; however, for the people of Hong Kong, the issue of food and drink is taken quite seriously, and vowing to eat
less is of some significance. This story demonstrates the greatness of a mother’s love and the compassion of our Master.
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As for the maids in our family who followed my Mother to help out at the Dharma Assemblies at Western Bliss Garden,
they eventually came to believe in Buddhism and took up the practice of reciting the Buddha’s name. Personally witnessing the effi-
caciousness of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, the Master’s compassionate aid and protection and the response obtained by my Mother’s sin-
cerity, they also took refuge. Not long after that, a couple of them quit the job and went to volunteer at a Nunnery. Afterwards, they
also become left-home people.

I've reached the point where the time is up. Next time, I will tell you the story of how the Master helped my Mother to live
an additional eleven years. Some people may feel that since the Master is no longer with us, we are unable to perceive his virtuous
countenance. Actually this is not the case. If there are people here who may feel regretful not being able to personally see the
Master’s Dharma body, there is no need for it. Because if you have a true and sincere mind, it is certain that you will be able to en-
counter the Master. There are still people who are able to see the Master under various circumstances, time frames and locations
manifesting his body to speak Dharma to them and leading them to believe in the Buddha-Dharma.

(To be continued)
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gk Bodhisattva’s Birthday
Earth Store Session L] wk AN EA B L ERIE LA LT
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8/30 MRE B EIE R k please contact (415)421-6117
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