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Go]d Mountain Monas’ccrg welcomes all who wish to come to the monasterg to celebrate the Chinese Ncw
Year on Thursdag, Feb. 7tl'1, 2008. \/\/e will conduct the Dharma Assembly of The Water of
ComPassionate Samac”‘xi Kepentancc‘ Ceremonics will be held from 8:30 am to 400 pm. A warm welcome
and open invitation is extended to increase Hcssings. Auspicious !amps will be lit CJuring the Dharma Assem-
blfj. T hose who sponsor them may make wishes for having tl'lings go according to one’s wishes, for peace, for

disPe”ing calamities, and for Iengthening life.
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TURN OVER ANEW LEAF TO START THE

NEW YEAR

N
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Venerable Master Hua’s Talk on January 2nd, 1994, at the International Translation Institute
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=tIg% Translated by Jing Ju

In cultivation, we should not pursue fame and profit,
make discriminations of self and others, discuss rights and
wrongs, or seek after power. This is totally wrong!

To celebrate the New Year, we have to make a great
resolve to definitely change and become good. How do we
wipe the slate clean? “Do no evil, and practice all good. Purify
your own mind. This is the teaching of all Buddhas.” Purifying
your mind means wiping clean the bad habits inside you. If
you don’t clean them up, you will contend, be greedy, seek, be
selfish, pursue personal benefits, and tell lies. If you tell lies,
you lie in every action and deed in your daily life. For
example, when you make a mistake, you don’t admit it, but
put the blame on someone else instead. By shifting the blame
to  others, you are telling a lie. If you are dishonest and try
to get personal advantage and profit, your behavior is filthy. If
you didn’t behave in such a filthy way, you wouldn’t contend,
be greedy, seek outside, be selfish, seek personal benefit, or
tell lies.

If you are a left-home person and you lie, you will
surely fall into the Relentless Hells, and no one will be able to
save you. That’s because you cheat yourself and others, you
bully and cheat all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, and you
deceive others with your eyes wide open. These are very bad
ways of behaving. You may not know how serious this is, but
when you fall into the hells, it’ll be too late for regrets.
A left-home person who has been ordained should never tell
lies, blame his own faults on others, and not confess his
mistakes, under any circumstances. You must not have any
greed in cultivation. In this way, once you have cleaned up
your act, your wisdom, your five eyes, and your six
penetrations will appear. But if you don’t do it this way, and
you try to get the five eyes and six penetrations, you won’t
attain a single penetration or any wisdom, and you will
understand nothing! You will simply be ignorant, blind and
confused, and you will make no sense.
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Don’t Ignore Truthful Remarks

The Six Great Guidelines were spoken for those who
want to become Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Sound-hearers,
Arhats, heavenly beings, and ghosts. Ordinary people
shouldn’t look down on them and say, “Oh! We do business,
and it’s not possible for us to not contend, not be greedy, not
seek, not be selfish, not want personal profits, and not tell
lies.” Craving money all day long, and buying lottery tickets in
the hope of winning first prize, you are simply too far from the
Way. Putting aside the really valuable principles, you always
try to find contaminated and worthless things. The dirtiest
thing in the world is money. Money causes people to be
muddled and afflicted, so that they quarrel constantly. Take a
look at rich people. They don’t know how to spend their
money. What do they spend it on? They spend it on eating,
drinking, gambling, patronizing whorehouses and buying
stocks, living a dissipated life. They think these things bring
happiness, but they are actually planting deep causes for
falling into the hells and cutting off their path to the heavens.
This is really dangerous.

If you have money but don’t know how to make good
use of it, you are in a vexing situation. When you spend
money to create karmic offenses, do you suppose you are
getting a bargain? Do you think it’s a good thing? You are
actually taking a big loss. It exhausts your light of wisdom,
your Dharma-body, and your wisdom life. Greedy for
enjoyment, you ruin your own future. Originally, you should
have become a Buddha, a Bodhisattva, a Sound-hearer, or One
Enlightened by Conditions, but you didn’t, and you can’t even
go to the heavens. Ordinary people cultivate the ten good
deeds: no killing, no stealing, no sexual misconduct, no greed,
no hatred, no stupidity, no frivolous speech, no false speech,
no harsh words, and no double-tongued speech. If you don’t
violate the ten good deeds, you will be born in the heavens. If
you constantly violate them, you will surely fall into the hells.

This is the second day of the New Year. | have talked
about these truthful principles over and over. You must
remember them; don’t ignore them. These principles are of the
utmost importance. If you can put them into practice and
uphold them lifelong, you will enjoy the benefit forever! What
| said was superficial and obvious. | don’t want to say
something that nobody can understand. That’s why | always
talk in plain language to all of you.

Don’t Crave Fame, Profit, and Beautiful Women

Finally, I am going to read you some words by a
Taoist cultivator name Qiu Chu-ji. He said,“With no greed for
fame and profit, and no greed for flowers.” “Flowers” refer to
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women. He did not want fame and profit, nor did he want
women. “I lie upon rosy clouds, day in and day out.” He
cultivated the principles of purity and stillness. “When | am
hungry, a monkey offers me peaches. If he was hungry, a
monkey would send him peaches. “When | am thirsty, the
Dragon Girl sends me tea.” When he was thirsty, the Dragon
Girl sent him a cup of tea. “This life is superior to that of the
three thousand families in Han-kou.” At the time, between Sun
and Ming Dynasties, he said his life was better than that of the
three thousand families in Han-kou. “It’s better than that of the
million families in the capitals.” | am better off than those
families. Their lives are filled with quarreling and afflictions.
They are busy from morning to night, all for the sake of profit.
I don’t want any of that. I have no desire for fame or profit. |
don’t want to be a government official, nor do | want power or
position. Therefore, “With no greed for fame and profit, and
no greed for flowers, I lie upon rosy clouds, day in and day
out. When | am hungry, a monkey offers me peaches. When |
am thirsty, The Dragon Girl sends me tea. This life is superior
to that of the three thousand families in Han-kou. It’s better
than that of the million families in the capital.” Take a look!
What he said was penetrating and clear. In cultivation, we
should not pursue fame and profit, nor make discriminations
of self and others. We should not discuss rights and wrongs, or
be seeking after power. This is totally wrong!

The things that | say are all things that people don’t
like to hear. But | wish to say them, so even if people do not
want to listen, there is nothing I can do.

Riches and honor are but a springtime’s dream at dawn;
Fame and merit are a wisp of floating cloud.

The blood relatives that are so close to us are not real;
Love and affection soon turn to hate.

Don’t slip a golden collar around your neck.

Don’t drape your body with chains of jade.

Purify the mind and reduce desire

in order to transcend the world.

That’s the happiness of your native land.

C O REBISAASH S, THBRRAAES. °T\
DOARTEBR, EEEBSLE—29H i
‘T You can eradicate disasters only if you don’t get afflicted. H
ﬂ% You can lengthen life only if you don’t lose your temper. H

. If a person never loses his temper, all his karmic obstacles can be
. canceled. |
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Rk ?ﬂ—?fﬁ%ﬁTalk on Education by Venerable Master Hua
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d Cherish Life
(3% continued)

In the elementary school, we try our best to teach the students
how to practice filiality, how to make their parents happy, and
how to be obedient. Therefore, in our school, students must
read The Rules for Being a Student. This book teaches the
rules of how to be a student and a child. We have to study it
well. The original book is in Chinese and it has also been
translated into English. Thus, the purpose of elementary
school is to teach students to be filial.

The Aim in High School is to Teach Loyalty

In our high school, students learn to be devoted to their
country and to protect their country. Why is education the true
national defense? Atom bombs, hydrogen bombs, and laser
beams — these are weapons that harm people. They use force
to fight force, evil to fight evil, and they lack the spirit of
peace. They are built to kill mankind, and their use involves
great cruelty. Therefore, we don’t teach such things. In our
school, we teach students to be devoted to the country. A
powerful country should not oppress or invade a small one just
because it has the power to do so. We should love our country
and love other countries as well. We must not use military
force to harm people. You have to educate people to under-
stand this clearly; this is a fundamental cause fora genuinely
powerful country.

However, the people of the world ignore this point.
They know only to make airplanes and artilleries, and how to
invade other countries. If you attack another country in order
to rob the people of their wealth and children, you are just
being disloyal to your country. How are you being disloyal?
When you attack another country, you are sure to cause great
losses of lives and wealth. Only after sacrificing those lives
and wealth can you obtain the wealth of the other country.
However, the losses are already incurred. Even if you obtain
the other country’s wealth, the gain is not worth it. In the fu-
ture, when other countries become powerful, they will in-
vade you in turn. Therefore, if you attack other countries, you
are being disloyal to your own country. We should love the
country, love the family, and cherish life.

If you are in the university, you should cherish your
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life. Being a person, you should cultivate humaneness
and righteousness. If you are a person who is humane
and righteous, you will not do anything that will
disappoint others. You must use righteousness and
humaneness to handle affairs and get along with peo-
ple. These are our aims in education.

Today, | will take the opportunity to tell you
all — otherwise, you will think, “Oh! How stupid the
Master is! He doesn’t want money, but how could he
ask others not to want money, too?” | want to tell you
that in all my life, no matter what | have done, | have
never wanted money. | do everything for free. No mat-
ter how big a service | render to others, I don’t want
money. Even if | save someone’s life, | don’t ask for a
reward. This is how stupid | am, and so | teach you to
also have this stupid way of thinking.
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will celebrate Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday on Mar. 23rd, 2008.
The faithful from the ten directions are cordially invited to participate in this special event. Gold Mountain
Monastery will charter a bus for same day travel. Please register with us if you plan to ride the bus.
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The Gods of Wealth
Happiness
and Nobility

The three gods are all here within you, but since you
don’t know how to use them, you seek them outside
yourself.

Who is the god of wealth?
If you don’t lose your essence, energy, and
spirit, just that is the god of wealth.

Who is the god of happiness?
If you are merry all the time, then you have
welcomed the god of happiness.

Who is the god of nobility?
If you don’t lose your temper all year long, then
you are a distinguished person.
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The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Thought
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(71 continued )

The old cultivator said, “I’m cultivating patience.”
“What do you mean by patience?” *“Patience means
that no matter who curses me or beats me, | don’t get
angry.” “You say you can be patient? Is that for real
or not?” “Of course it’s for real.” *“All right, then let
me test you out.” The King of Kalinga drew his
jeweled sword and hacked off the cultivator’s hand.
Then he asked, “I’ve cut your hand off. Are you
angry?” The old cultivator said, “No, I’m not angry.”
“Fine! You’re not angry? Then you’ve really got some
skill. But actually, you’re just lying. You’re angry
inside, but you say you’re not. Are you trying to
deceive me? I’'m a very intelligent person. Do you
really think you can fool me? All right, since you say
you can be patient and not get angry, I’ll cut off your
other hand, too.” The King cut the cultivator’s other
hand off and then asked, “Are you angry now?” The
old cultivator said, “I’m not angry.” Then the King of
Kalinga raised his jeweled sword and sliced off the
cultivator’s two feet. Having cut off his four limbs, he
asked, “Aren’t you angry?” The old cultivator said,
“I’m still not angry. How can | prove it? If I’'m angry
at you, then my limbs will not grow back. If I am not
angry, then my hands and feet will grow back, and I
will be just as | was before. That will be proof that |
have no anger.” After the old cultivator (Shakyamuni
Buddha in the stage of cultivation) spoke these words,
his hands and feet actually did grow back as before.

When the gods, dragons, and the rest of the
eight divisions of Dharma-protecting good spirits saw
how the King of Kalinga had viciously cut off the old
cultivator’s limbs, they manifested their spiritual might
and sent down hailstones to pelt the King. Seeing how
devastating the consequences were and witnessing the
old cultivator’s spiritual transformations, the King
knelt before the cultivator and begged in repentance.
The old cultivator then made a vow, “If | don’t become
a Buddha, then there’s nothing to be said. But if one

7
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#r#&rHonoring Elders Day

want to treat every man as my father
and every woman as my mother.

S s R A T =

May you enjoy eternal health like
the evergreen pines and cedars.

e

day | do attain Buddhahood, then | will first come
and teach you to become a Buddha. If you don’t get
enlightened and become a Buddha, then | won’t
become a Buddha either. Therefore, after the Buddha
attained Buddhahood, he went to the Deer Park to save
Ajnatakaundinya first. The old cultivator was a former
incarnation of Shakyamuni Buddha, and the King of
Kalinga was a former incarnation of Ajnatakaundinya.
Because the Buddha made that vow in his past life, he
wanted to save the person who had treated him the
worst.

Having heard this story, if we are treated badly
by someone, we should make a vow to save him after
we attain Buddhahood. Don’t think, “You’ve been so
mean to me. When | become a Buddha, I’m going to
make you fall into the hells.” Don’t make that kind of
VOW.

When the Buddha arrived at the Deer Park, he
turned the Dharma Wheel of the Four Holy Truths
three times for the five Bhikshus.

The first turning:

This is suffering, it’s nature is oppression;

This is accumulation, it’s nature is enticement;

This is cessation, it’s nature is that it can be

realized.

This is the Way, it’s nature is that it can be

cultivated.

The second turning:
This is suffering, you should know it;
This is accumulation, you should cut it off;
This is cessation, you should realize it;
This is the Way, you should cultivate it.

8 | The third turning:

This is suffering, | already know it and need not
know it again;

This is accumulation, | have already cut it off
and need not cut it off again;

This is cessation, | have already realized it, and
need not realize it any more;

This is the Way, | have already cultivated it

and need not cultivate it any more.

(to be continued)
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Gold Mountain Monastery held their annual
Honoring Elders Day celebration on November 3rd. At
dawn, while most people were still asleep, Dharma
Masters and a group of volunteers were already busy
preparing for the event. The Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
began the tradition of celebrating Honoring Elders Day in
order to promote filial piety. As it is said, “Filial piety is
foremost of all virtues” and *“Honoring and respecting
elders is a fundamental virtue.”

At 9:00 a.m. sharp, the program for Honoring
Elders Day began with the sound of Dharma; over 150
elders, under the Dharma Masters’ lead, were chanting the
Gwan Yin Universal Door Chapter. Everyone there had
countless stories about Gwan Yin’s spiritual powers and
the miracles that she had manifested. They all recited very
sincerely to thank the compassionate Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva, who “answers all prayers and rescues living
beings from the sea of suffering.” This year, a health
discussion was hosted by Dr. Tan, who spoke on health
related issues such as preventive measures and simple
treatments for osteoarthritis. Many of the elders were tak-
ing notes while listening attentively; it must have been
very rewarding for them.

Time flew by quickly and it was soon meal
offering time. To make sure that the elders would enjoy
the program, the Dharma Masters and volunteers prepared
over ten types of vegetarian dishes and arranged a series
of performances. It began with the kids’ choir from Gold
Mountain Monastery. With their sweet voices, they re-
cited and sang the “Three Character Classic” and
“Looking for Friends.” Such performances brought back
many people’s memories. When the Asian Association of
San Francisco sang “Grandma’s Penghu Bay,” the crowd
responded  passionately with loud applause. This song
described a nostalgic traveler’s memories of his child-
hood. The  cheerful melodies along with the powerful
voices of the five male singers really struck a chord with
many of the elders. More exciting performances followed,



= Ml PRI LA TR A TR
ﬁfﬁﬁ*wi@ﬁﬂﬂwiﬁﬁﬁjﬂk
BT 2 Ry i85 B
4\@;%['13@ ﬁ [SSER A7 19 R
P BRI P HEF AR T
% U AT 9 ﬁ@ﬁﬂj,%% R
o B R T B 2 R
K FH[EJF S lEl}Hﬂ[—f@kﬁileP@%m 5}_ i
iR N (R Eo N =Y ﬁgﬁﬁqi@éﬂ[w
RS B30 7 4775 [Pt 1 = L0 P
R B UPEJ’!*‘\“”L:EZ SR e
=20 F'J%H“F'H* E| e Euhiﬂrgwéw\ﬂ
PES FMHJ AT A = Hu L

AR CRILE Sk - TR
Py PR TR SR o - T - R A
/TH VIR o HN [Fﬁj IEITHL%E?E?‘EIJ f}’lfif&h
BN jfxﬂ]#lj BEe QL H&[SJ ) EIT”J“JL Y Hﬂ;ﬁ;‘i 44
ran H[F[\JT{ }“Ej&ld ’ lj gjﬁ:} ?’I 3'31'[ K?é‘[{[ %"F’ﬂ?@
s ﬁl |—3 - —L;FA@I I T’L’ILIZ%\[F[J o [HJ
Eﬁﬁﬁ%i@i?ﬂijﬁyﬁfﬁl ~ Mpos B
gm— @ﬁ@l[ﬂ[@fé o

L, 1 s R 25 R T
iﬁ‘{J[%pE}'* S Jj\j‘h)?&y;h N kF”*ﬁF'PJEJ
o [l - R S AR e R e
ﬁ\rzgzgﬁpjé TR - wfyw,fﬂ;h R E[fjfﬁ
- o FJI"EP s U U ERR R J%F'JJ:E‘T‘[ s 2R A
MRS - P P

j F,pﬂ?' h;{ﬁjf TF @EE - S puekl e B
FpA =250t e %fdyﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
AT R TS - 5 PR
SR - T T PR
Fo R ITRE ) ORI B -
@ﬂﬁ%?kkw**?ﬁTﬁ‘Tﬁ‘T
B PR T PR
il e bR o

ﬁ

R}

My

P—

10

with the Developing Virtue Girls School performing two
dances named “Spring Rain” and “Autumn Chrysanthe-
mum.” They brought to the elders the lively spirit of
spring as well as the gorgeous scenery of autumn. Next,
Mr. Huang and his student Binh Trinh performed Tai Chi
and Yun Po Shan to demonstrate the importance of exer-
cise in people’s daily lives. The program continued with a
violin and keyboard duet by Silvia Yuan and Harrison
Yuan; their harmonic melodies relaxed everyone. For the
climax of the program, Binh Trinh and Chin Shuey Chen
hosted the “Wisdom Light Trivia Questions”, which
tested the elders’ knowledge of Buddhism. The elders’
knowledge, quick thinking, and courage in answering
were really impressive. Many elders raised their hands to
answer before the prompter finished reading the question.
Finally, the “Pure Conduct Club” concluded the perform-
ances by singing the “Heart Sutra” and the “Light of
Friendship.”

Happy times always fly by quickly, and when the
chant of “Amitabha Buddha” sounded in the Dining Hall,
the annual celebration of Honoring Elders Day came to its
conclusion. Elders not only left Gold Mountain Monastery
with wonderful gifts but also with Bodhi seeds that the
Dharma Masters planted in them; under Gwan Yin
Bodhisattvas’s care, these seeds will definitely blossom
and bear fruit. The Dharma Masters and volunteers were
compensated for their hard work by the smiles of the
elders as they made their way out.

As | watched their backs while they were leaving,
| felt glad that | joined the other volunteers under the lead
of the Dharma Masters in working to fulfill the
responsibility that the VVenerable Master left to us. At the
same time | had a strong feeling of appreciation. From
working as a volunteer this Honoring Elders Day, | once
again felt the greatness of the Venerable Master. It was he
who went through countless obstacles and endured what
no one could to bring Buddhism to the United States. He
also used many different methods to spread the proper
Dharma to people’s hearts. That is why today in the
Dharma Ending Age we can still hear the proper Dharma
and also hold events like Honoring Elders Day. We must
cherish all that’s around us and carry out the Venerable
Master’s beliefs—building our foundation through
respecting the elderly—in our daily lives. | hope that we
can remember the Six Great Principles—not fighting, not
being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not being
self-benefiting, and not lying—and that we obtain wisdom
and blessings through this event honoring the elders.
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February 2008 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

SUN [! MON - TUE = WED = THU FRI = SAT +
220034 Sy 2
2/7/2008  8:30 am - 4:00 pm 1 BRALE
. 1:00 pm 9:00 am Shurarjga_ma
BEEBHEIFEE —L{y - Mantra Recitation
a 10:00 am 5% (Lecture)
BEEE 2 @A Great | fiopm 45 Grea
Compassion Compassion Repentance
The Water of Compassionate Samadhi Repentance Repentance 2:45 pm KB U
Shurangama Mantra
Investigation
3 4 5 6| ERwm—~ 7 8 =zg 9
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm | 8:30am-4:00pm 1:00 pm Amitabh Bg(ég r?IIIF'QI 0:_(:0t am
E 1 =N T T $§\—'J\: e mitabha bu a Reclitation
Earth s:mﬂ? I@ S B | RS AN po0am sz (Lecture)
arth wtore sutra Great Great Great | ~f<feskis: ¢ Great N
Recitation . . . = . 1:10 pm 7 Great
10:00 211-1 100 2 Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | The \Water of Compassion Compassion Repentance
e Repentance Repentance Repentance |Compassionate Repentance | .45 om ﬁi{ﬁ#?ﬁ x
L Samadbhi Pure Karma Society
Dharma Lecture Repentance Elderly Visitation
10 11 12 13 14 15 =eEg 16
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm Amitabi 897:ggﬁmé10:_00 am
B mitabha Bu a Recitation
= i _&; 2 N _1\; 0 N _&; i [N _&; & N _kg & [N
Earth Siﬁrﬂﬂsﬁ :hr§ S R o s A 10:00am 3573 (Lecture)
arth Store sutra Great Great Great Great Great ] i
Recitation . . . . . 1:10 pm 3% Great
10:00 am-11-00 2 Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion Repentance
p— Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 2:45pm FERRIE
il Shurangama Mantra
Dharma Lecture Investigation
17 18 19 20 21 22 =g 23
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm Amitabh 89—-“53 r?mél 0-'_(30t am
= mitabha bu a Reclitation
5| ] 4\9 N 4\9 G 4\9 Gl 4\9 Gl 4\9 2N
Earth S:ﬁiﬂsﬁfg B i A A A 10:00am ZEFE (Lecture)
arth tore Sutra Great Great Great Great Great o
Recitation . . . . . 1:10 pm 3F%: Great
10:00 2011 100 am Compassion | Compassion| Compassion Compassion |  Compassion Compassion Repentance
o Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 2:45 pm  FBLRRRTE
T Shurangama Mantra
Dharma Lecture Investigation
24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm
AT nE N A A R
Medicine Master Great Great Great Great Great |52 =
Repentance Compassion | Compassion| Compassion| Compassion | Compassion
10:00 am-11:00 am Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance
e

Dharma Lecture
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March 2008 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
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= Prayers depart a thousand hearts,

In a thousand hearts he
answers; Sailing

the sea of suffering.

BERzg 1

9:00 am  Shurangama
Mantra Recitation

10:00 am 3% (Lecture)
1:10 pm I Great
Compassion Repentance
2:45 pm i RO
Shurangama Mantra
Investigation

I'zg%s,?cs;]l
Dharma Lecture
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