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anjushri Bodhisattva asked the Buddha, “Why is it that ordinary people are unable to hold the pre-
cepts and be vegetarian and cultivate the wisdom of the Buddhas when they are alive, but after they die, their filial
children can request the Sangha to recite Great Vehicle Sutras and conduct the Water-Land Ceremony, the Great
Unrestricted Vegetarian Feast, to aid the deceased? | wonder, can the deceased really be saved?”

The Buddha said, “If they did not have any wholesome merit when they were alive, their descendants can
cultivate merit on their behalf after they have died. However, they will only obtain three-tenths of the merit.
Why? To cultivate merit and create blessings, people just spend money. If a person spends his own money to
create the same amount of merit when he is alive, he will obtain greater blessings than the deceased. However, if
those who eat meat, take intoxicants, or do impure deeds and participate in the recitation of the Sutra, then no
good spirits, sages, or worthy ones will come to the gathering. On the contrary, then offenses of the deceased will
only be increased. If children are truly filial, then within seven weeks or even up to three years after their parents’
death, their whole family should convert to vegetarian and maintain the precepts, spend money obtained in a pure
manner to ask virtuous ones to recite Great Vehicle Sutras and conduct the Water Land Ceremony—a Great
Unrestricted Vegetarian Feast for all beings, light incense, scatter flowers, and arrange decoration with single-
minded sincerity make offerings in accord with Dharma on behalf of the deceased in order to eradicate their of-
fenses and pray for blessings. In this way, the deceased will be reborn in the heavens, and the living will receive
blessings. Both the living and the deceased will obtain peace. People will be happy and spirits will be joyful.
This is the way for children to be filial.”
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The Jewel Repentance of Emperor Liang
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The faithful can thus repent their karmic obstacles,

Benefit the living and the underworld,
Leave suffering and attain bliss.
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Now we must
pay attention to our schools: Instilling Goodness, Develop-
ing Virtue and Dharma Realm University. It is time to re-
form them and to improve the quality of our education so
that students will learn what they should. The first thing we
teach is to be filial and compliant to one’s parents. Second,
we teach students to respect their teachers and the elderly.
We do not tolerate certain students in ordinary schools who
go so far as to threaten to kill their parents. In the past we
had some students with a similar tendency in our school, but
after they had studied there for a while they didn’t want to
kill parents or teachers any longer. Because they change, the
parents and the elders in the
family were all pleased.

In our high school, stu-
dents must learn to be devoted
to their country. They learn to
protect the integrity of their
own country and not to invade
others’ countries. Invasions and
aggression take numerous lives
and destroy an enormous
amount of people’s property. It
is possible to make a successful
invasion, yet what you gain
does not match what you lose,
especially in terms of the hu-
man lives that are injured or
lost. Military  aggression
shouldn’t be the policy of a wise leader.

In the university, we teach morality and humanness,
how to be a good person, and how not to deceive people.
We teach students they shouldn’t be un-loyal, unfilial, un-
trustworthy, un-benevolent, or unrighteous to the people in
the world. We should use humanness and righteous as we
deal with ourselves and with others. This is a general outline
of our educational reform. This is a general outline of our
educational reform. 1 hope that all of you will treasure the
time in your youth and will learn something true and worth-
while.
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Those old cultivators, seeking to end birth and death, held tightly to their meditation topic and didu't
stop applying effort for a single moment.
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Once again, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is holding a
Chan session and a Buddha recitation session, but they can’t
really be called a Chan session and a Buddha recitation ses-
sion. They are only practice sessions. Why is that? Due to
their bad habits and faults, people have been lazy and scat-
tered for many long eons, and if you suddenly tell them to
truly cultivate, it’s not easy to do. During the Chan sessions
at Gao Min Monastery in China, it was the rule that no one
could talk, and on one could be lazy or absent for even more
minute or second. People could not casually enter or leave
the Chan hall, and even if someone died, his corpse couldn’t
be carried out. It would just be thrown under the meditation
bench.

But if you asked people here to suddenly start working at
that intensity, it would be impossible. In the past, those old
cultivator at Gao Min monastery really turned their lives
over to the gods and dragons; seeking to end birth and
death, they worked as if their lives were at stake and set a
limited time in which to seek enlightenment. They didn’t
slack off for a single moment, and they always held tightly
to their meditation topic. From two-thirty in the morning
until midnight, they didn’t stop applying effort for a single
moment, and they didn’t leave the Chan hall for the entire
Chan session. Since we are beginners, it’s already com-
mendable that we are here practicing. Although reciting the
Buddha’s name is somewhat easier, it’s still not that easy,
because there is no time for rest—you are constantly recit-
ing the Buddha’s name without break. In holding this Chan
session and recitation session, we are leading everyone for-
ward step by step, gradually easing into the practice, and
then applying effort with diligence. What state will we
reach in cultivation? We will cultivate until we reach the
state of being “thus, thus, unmoving, clear and constantly
bright”; unmoving in motion, unmoving in stillness, and un-
moving in non-motion as well. Stillness doesn’t obstruct
movement, and movement doesn’t obstruct stillness; within
stillness there is movement, and within movement there is
stillness.
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“Walking, standing, sitting, and lying down, don’t be apart
from this. Once you leave this, you’ve made a mistake.”
What is “this?” It’s the ultimate meaning of the Middle Way.
The Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, sages, heaven, earth, and immor-
tals all originate from it. Cultivators must concentrate their
minds and not be influenced by external states. In the investi-
gation of Chan, you should remember the principle in the Va-
jra Sutra: “Produce the mind which dwells nowhere.” The
Great Master, the Sixth Patriarch, was enlightened to this prin-
ciple. Countless people have heard and recited this sentence,
but have any of them become enlightened? When I explained
the Vajra Sutra, | asked, “The Sutra is still around, but who
has become enlightened?”

The Sixth Patriarch was an illiterate woodcutter who chopped
wood in the mountains every day, but he was enlightened as
soon as he heard this sentence. Because the Sixth Patriarch had
cultivated diligently for many lives in many past eons, he be-
came enlightened as soon as he heard the Vajra Sutra. Why is it
that after listening for so long, we still haven’t become enlight-
ened? It’s because we didn’t cultivate in the past; we only
wanted to watch movies, watch TV, hold parties, and eat, drink,
and be merry, and we never studied any sutras.

The Vajra Sutra also says, “Be free of the mark of self, the mark
of others, the mark of living beings, and the mark of a life span.”
When sitting in Chan, can you be free of the mark of self, the
mark of others, the mark of living beings, and the mark of the a
life span? It not, then you must find a way to sweep away the
four marks and empty the three minds of part, present and fu-
ture. If three minds cannot be obtained, how could the four
marks exist?

That Sutra also says,
All conditioned dharmas
Are like dreams, illusions, bubbles and shadows,
Like dew and like lightening.
You should contemplate them thus.

If one sees me in forms,

If one seeks me in sounds,

He practices a deviant way,
And cannot see the Tathagata.

When we sit in Chan, we should not be distracted by sights and
sounds. Some people may experience states after long cultiva-
tion, but if they get attached to the states, they are making a
mistake. You should “listen without hearing, and look without
seeing.” If we don’t hear and we don’t see, that’s truly not be-
ing distracted by states.



eNMAT

TEFAR—=IE .

The TenDharmaR ealms AreNotBeyond A Single Thought

R

Bk N
R F R

E[EFE ’iI:L ‘FFEHIEW n BT fﬁ 5[ F[HI
- IPF[F FIE PP pfS— s .j:g fEE
o= [Ee =¥

PERUNERER A TP R
sl B > P ERg R DB, MR AR e
el e e R “lﬁimﬁ%J’ﬁ:
Brhid ?VL“@“ﬁKJ r&7E”ﬁ§ﬁWu‘7f;Tlf_fﬁ
MR - P2ERI? A BRIEETE - pofy >
A o TRLEOREREE R (= TRLELE= WA
EPﬁi*’f%iﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁr*@Jo

SRR P 2
E—T N LT A —%p&ko ~g = nyéﬂpig )
AL - rfﬁi oo ALY LR
gt o B 7 Frg s - 58 » AL s
_ I’[ﬁﬁ\[?[ , {5>§;[il_%[lk¢'}§§'%F’rpfj* 2 HRhlL

Bl 3 (ST RIS EIRLEIA 0
o

TEHEF L TRLFA I P
BED S 55 S PR s iﬁf[ﬁ{ E|

EGfs i o B E TR EE | 5 I s ek
BT RS | S HIE WSS M
f=o °7M~'Eﬂjﬁﬂuw & 4[]

(continued)

(2) The Dharma Realm of Bodhisattvas

Leap cut of the dust.
Thein six perfections and ten theusand practices
(Ut all times are nurtwred.

Among sentient beings, a Bodhisattva is an enlight-
ened one. Among enlightened ones, he is one who under-
stands. Among those who understand, he is one who culti-
vates. And among those who cultivate, he is one of true
practice. If you don’t understand, then you won’t be able to
leap out of the dust, because the dust is too thick. When you
become enlightened, the dust has thinned out and you can leap
out of it. What do you do after leaping out of the dust? Do
you just sleep and eat? Well, you still have to sleep, eat, and
dress, but those aren’t the only things you do. You don’t live
for those three matters. Rather, you live in order to cultivate
the six perfections and ten thousand practices. The six per-
fections are giving, holding percepts, patience, vigor,
samadhi, and wisdom. Someone says, “I know what giving
means. It means other people give me things.” Wrong! You
should give to others. You shouldn’t want money. Money is
the filthiest thing, and if you stay in close proximity to it for
too long, you will be defiled by it. If you don’t want money,
then you are very pure and can leap out of the dust.

At all times are nurtured: it shouldn’t be that you
cultivate today, but don’t cultivate tomorrow, or that you
cultivate this year, but next year you don’t cultivate anymore.
Or maybe you cultivate this month, but take a rest next
month! Perhaps you cultivate in this life, but fail to cultivate
in the next life. Or you cultivate in this moment, but by the
next moment, you’ve fallen asleep. That’s not the way! In
every moment and at all times, in life after life, we must cul-
tivate the six perfections and ten thousand conducts. If you
can do this, then you are a Bodhisattva.

Did you think it was easy to be a Bodhisattva?
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It’s not that easy! Not only is it not easy to be a Bodhisattva?
It’s not that easy! Not only is it not easy to be a Bodhisattva,
it’s not easy to be One Enlightened to Conditions or a Hearer,
either. What is it easy to be? It’s easiest to become a ghost, to
fall into the hells, or to become an animal. “Difficult” is an-
other way to say “not easy.” A Bodhisattva must undertake
bitter practices which other people find difficult to undertake,
and endure what others find hard to endure. He doesn’t give up
on doing those things which are not easy to do. One must al-
ways advance; one who is vigorous is a Bodhisattva. That’s all
there is to it. There’s no other esoteric or wonderful method. If
you can do the things that other people cannot do, then you are
a Bodhisattva.
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Transcending time and space
Her Responses echo;
Listening to sentient beings’ sounds
Is the Bodhisattva’s vow.

=R

SR > TR ;
BLERE o T

TRETEIE ) FHATEIOEH N
?%HNEWﬁIPW??’¥3?PJMME$$%ﬁ$H
RFE o Fre i@ B o P g T e R
e, o THRTVRR Iﬂjﬁ?}ag SEE TR
Ll %Fﬁﬁ?hi%f 1 B Hg - P E P
Py %FB*J FISRU— Ay o T 2SRl 7%

GV~ PIRLISH T PRRR
T
(=) 2P o PR 20 O ety

N ‘Eﬁtrﬁ FE L ?

(Z) 7 e F v Ep]
AL "EV:’{’%?LERI J ﬁiﬁ?p'%& o

WEE S EL S E L

GMM News Issue 238 Oct 2007 & Nov 2007

(3) The Dharma Realm of Those Enlightened to Conditions

The haly sages enlightened to. conditions
Doze high on mountain peaks alene.
Springtime’s Plowens wither in the fall
JIn a cycle of twelve interconnecting links.

The holy sages enlightened to conditions: Those who
become enlightened when a Buddha is in the world are called
Those Enlightened to Conditions. Those who become
enlightened when there is not Buddha in the world are called
Solitarily Enlightened Ones, because they get enlightened by
themselves. The like to doze high on mountain peaks alone.
Springtime’s flowers wither in the fall: They observe “the
blooming of hundreds of flowers in the springtime, and the
falling of yellow leaves in the autumn,” and awaken to how the
myriad things naturally come into being and then cease to be,
in a cycle of twelve interconnecting links. They contemplate
the twelve links of conditioned co-production:

1. Ignorance: They contemplate to see where ignorance
comes from, and why it exists.

2. Activity: With ignorance, there is activity, and then there
is manifestation. With manifestation, there is conscious-
ness.
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Consciousness: Consciousness refers to discrimination.
Activity refers to conditioned dharmas. When condi-
tioned dharmas arise, thoughts of discrimination arise.
With thoughts of discrimination, the trouble comes.

Name and form: Name and form are the trouble. Name
brings the trouble of name, and form brings the trouble
of form. Name and form are the trouble, and the trou-
ble is name and form. To talk about this matter is even
more troublesome. Before I mentioned it, there was no
trouble. But the mere mention of it brings trouble. Be-
fore | talked about this, you weren’t even aware of it, so
you didn’t have that many troubles. Once | speak of it,
since you don’t understand, you have the trouble of not
understanding. Because you have this trouble of not
understanding, you wish to understand. With the wish
to understand, the six sense organs come into being.

Six sense organs: The six sense organs come about be-
cause you wish to understand things; that’s why the eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, body and mind arise. Why do the six
sense organs come into being? Because of the desire to
understand. But who would have known that the more
you try to understand, the more muddled you get. The
more muddled you become, the less you understand.
That’s the six sense organs.

Contact: Contact refers to touching or encountering.
When we don’t understand, we go seeking encounters
everywhere: east, west, north, south, above and below,
just like a fly that keeps bumping into the wall. Why do
we seek encounters? Because of our desire to understand.

(To be continued /7}?7")
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The whole weekend went by so quickly — the two days of standing and moving boxes and talking to
strangers were challenging and full of lots of excitement. What stood out to me was that from the start to the
finish, everybody involved in our booth was there because they volunteered to be there and wanted to be there.
The booth itself was a donation — our space was paid for by the owner of the booth next to us. The people that
came to help us move the many, many boxes on both days were also volunteers and worked so hard to bring
everything back and forth between ITI and the San Mateo Expo Center. Then there were the dharma masters, who
prepared food for us and came by to support and encourage us during the weekend. | was one of the volunteers
who stayed at the booth to hand out books, introduce DRBA, and answer questions, and it was so heartwarming to
see the other volunteers put so much spirit and good will into what they were doing. Everybody did so much good
work, and much of it was organized by Jennifer, who was there and busy the whole time making sure that eve-
rything was working out. It struck me that the volunteers at our booth put more into their work than many people
who were getting paid to do the same kind of work. Our volunteers really believed in what they were doing and
that, | think, made all the difference.
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This exhibition really opened my eyes. | saw hundreds of different attitudes. Some people heard that we were giving
out free books. They grabbed all the books they could get like there was no tomorrow. On the other hand, some people
heard “free books” and ran away as fast as they could, thinking that there is no such thing as free lunch -- we must be a
hoax. There was one incident that | would like to share with everyone. | was trying to show a lady how to read the
Earth Store Sutra. She opened the sutra and looked at it; she asked me, “How do you read this?” | showed her where
the sutra started. The lady shook her head and said “This is really difficult to read!” She was about to leave our booth,
I went to the back and got a commentary of Earth Store Sutra by Venerable Master Hua, then quickly ran back to her.
I said, “Here is an explanation of the sutra.” She flipped through the book and said “This is really difficult.” After this
incident, | felt very grateful yet sad. | was sad because just like the Earth Sutra said, ““The living beings of Jambudvipa
have stubborn and obstinate natures, difficult to tame, difficult to subdue.” It was almost unbelievable to me that
someone would run away from the sight of Earth Store Bodhisattva. | wondered, when will Earth Store Bodhisattva
be able to cross over all of us and become a Buddha? | was grateful that we have the blessing to know Buddhism, to
know Earth Store Bodhisattva, and to know proper Dharma.

ﬁﬁa% Conclusion —
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In conclusion, we are very grateful that the book exhibition ended well and that everything worked out fine.
Thanks for all Buddhas and Bodhisattva’s dharma blessings and great virtuous ones from ten directions’ kind hearts.

Without everyone’s help, whether financial and physical, we couldn’t have had so many books or the beautiful book-
marks to give away, and even more, we couldn’t have moved all of those heavy boxes by ourselves!
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Honoring Elders Day
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Gold Mountain Monastery

will be conducting Honoring
Elders’Day on Nov. 4, 2007

Please sign up by Oct. 20,
2007
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October 2007 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

SUN [ MON - TUE = WED = THU pu FRI = SAT
1 2 3 4 5 Emezg O
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 2:00 am_Shurangama
. . - . . . ~ N ~ . Mantra Recitation
AR A" AR AR A 10:00 am ~11:00 am
Great Great Great Great Great 5T (Lecture)
Compassion | Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion 1:10 pm 7% Great
Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Compassion Repentance
3:00 pm HF A S
Pure Karma Society’s Class
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm A PRE G 2:00am-
AR IR I = A A HEE Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Séore_tS;J_tra Great Great Great Great Great W‘%ﬁ{f—m
1000 2 181(:]0?)"1: Compassion | Compassion =~ Compassion | Compassion = Compassion e
_— — ‘i Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance L:00 pm H%‘
HEte Great Compassion
Dharma Lecture Repentance
14 15 16 17 18 19 afnxd 20
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am-10:00 am
= - n - N _ . _ N _ N Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Séore_tsij_tra Great Great Great Great Great 65 (Lecture)
10400 am— JGJC-IOZZZ Compassion | Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion 1:10 pm I
: @gﬁéfﬂf Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Great Compassion
PP Repentance
Dharma Lecture
21 22 23 24 25 26 900am 27
8:30 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm '%_Eﬁﬁgllg} R Fﬁ
ZEETE TR A FEe Bk A A Cele ratlon of Gwan
o Yin Bodhisatt
Medicine Master Great Great Great Great Great Le;\r,]ingoHc:,i?e \éaa;
1000 Reg)?ggnce Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 1210 pm
AL AL = A Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Great Compassion
5] Repentance
Dharma Lecture
28 29 30 31
ENIIE S SRy i 9:00 am 1:00 pm 1:00 pm
RMEsEpEy | LR ,E s A
B A 32 f (r Y_ c Great c Great
wan Yin ompassion ompassion e
B oty Bodhisattva’s | Re Entance Re Sntance .
Going to CTTB for P P FEEESLTHBE XA LEE

Celebration of Gwan
Yin Bodhisattva’s
Leaving Home day

Leaving Home
(actual day)

1:10 pm A%
Great Compassion
Repentance

Please contact us if you would Itke to participate
(415) 421-6117

GMM News Issue 238 Oct 2007 & Nov 2007
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November 2007 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

Dharma Lecture

SUN [ MON - TUE = WED = THU ] FRI = SAT +
1 2 ERzE 3
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am Shurangama
o . . . Mantra Recitati
gEmm e s | | SeRedd
ThA_tORBEIRE - Great Great EE (Lecture)
ANTEZRALERBRMAMBFORE Compassion | Compassion 1:10 pm I Great
21001z Awbit  KEHOHKE Repentance Repentance Compassion Repentance
3:00 pm HH T X
Pure Karma Society’s Class
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 am 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 4ENE Eﬁf 9:00 am
- o AT ER e A FE e IR Amitabha Buddha Recitation
/%%3& %.L Bp A o o o 5 10:00 am -11:00 am
Great Great Great Great Great -
. . . . . . e (Lecture)
%W/fﬁ/ Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion o
. Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 110 pm ﬁ%‘
%Mw ,,y/ Great Compassion
Repentance
e Stiterty
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm APHES 9.00am
SRHTRAE IR I = A A FE® | Amitabha Budcha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra Great Great Great Great Great 10:00 am -11:00 am
Recitation . . . . . s (Lecture)
Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion Compassion )
£0:00 am=11:00 am Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance L:10 pm 7%
e Great Compassion
Dharma Lecture Repentance
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am
REHH REEH  RI2TW N RI2TEW | R2EW R2TW REEH
Emperor Liang Emperor Liang | Emperor Liang | Emperor Liang | Emperor Liang | Emperor Liang Emperor Liang
Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance
Ceremony Ceremony Ceremony Ceremony Ceremony Ceremony Ceremony
25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm
ZEETE AR AR A A AR
Medicine Master Great Great Great Great Great
Repentance Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion
S Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance
gy
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