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Why do we recite Guin Yin Bodhisattva’s name?
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| was at Nanhua Monastery for one year. The day before Guanyin Bodhisattva’s anniversary, which was
on the nineteenth day of the ninth month, some bandits showed up to rob Nanhua Monastery. The bandits
knocked on the door and | refused to open it. Finally, they beat the door down, and suddenly I found myself
surrounded by guns. It was a tight situation, but I didn’t feel afraid at all. | said, quite casually, “What are you
pointing those guns at me for?”

“Why didn’t you open the door?” they demanded.

“If you were me,” | said, “would you have opened the door? No! | didn’t open the door because you are

coming to steal from me, not to give me a present.”
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“Give us your money!” they demanded.

At that time | was wearing a rag robe. | said, “Take a
look at this robe!! Do | look like someone with
money?”

“Then who has money?” they said.

| said, “I am a teacher here. These are my stu-
dents. If the teacher has no money, how could the stu-
dents have any? If you don’t believe me, you can to
take a look in my room. You can take any thing you
want, any treasure you find. Go right ahead.”

At that time, | really did have two treasures in my
room. They were “living” reassures. When the bandits
came, they were so scared that they couldn’t even
walk. They crawled around saying, “What shall we
do? We’re scared!” | said “Don’t be afraid. You can
hide under my bed.” Hearing me tell the bandits that
they could take whatever they wanted these two
“treasures” were terrified. They were so scared that
their teeth were chattering. Well, the bandits didn’t go
in.

Dharma Master Huaiyi saw me talking with the
bandits in such an amicable manner, and so he came
out of his room. The bandits turned around and
pointed their guns at him, and he burst into tears. |
said, “He doesn’t have any money. Talk to me!” At
that point they were surrounding him, and he led them
to his room. They got about two hundred dollars from
him, probably several years’ worth of savings.

The next day it was announced to the two hun-
dred monks that I was the only person who had not
been afraid. | said to everyone, “I’m not the only one
who wasn’t afraid .There were four of us. The first
was the Sixth Patriarch. He sat at there in samadhi.
‘Thus, thus, unmoving! Take what you want, bandits.
I’m no t paying any attention to you.” The second was
the Patriarch Hanshan. He also sat in samadhi. The
third was the Patriarch Dantian. He didn’t have quite
the samadhi power, since he turned his head to look at
the bandits. ( | said that because his flesh body does
lean forward a bit.) The fourth was | myself. | was
only number four.” And so, if a person meets with
bandits who threaten him with knives, if he evokes the
strength of Guanyin, The bandits will all give rise to
compassion. The bandits didn’t hit me or shoot me. No
doubt that was because | recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name. They started out very fierce, but eventually,
they became subdued and kind. When they saw me in
my rag robes they thought, “This monk is really piti-
ful.”
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In China, long ago, there was a very accurate
diviner, one who told fortunes with the Yi Jing [The
Book of The Changes]. The reason he was so effec-
tive was that he had a demon helping him out. Every
year the demon had to eat a virgin boy and a virgin
girl, which the diviner would offer to him.

One year, the young girl who was marked for
the sacrifice recited Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name in
the room in which she was held captive. She was
used to reciting Guanuyin’s name at home, and now
she continued to do so. What do you think hap-
pened? The demon came for his meal. It looked in
through the window and shone light out of its eyes
onto the young girl. Suddenly, the girl’s mouth emit-
ted light as she recited Guanyin’s name, and she
heard a loud noise as something fell down from the
ceiling to the floor. Thinking that the demon had
come to eat her, she screamed and attracted the atten-
tion of a policeman who was walking by. The police-
man broke the door down, came into the room, and
found a huge python, a mahoraga. It was dead.

The diviner was arrested by the police and ques-
tioned about locking the girl up. He said he had an
immortal helping him do his divination, and the im-
mortal demanded a young girl and a young boy to eat
once a year. That was how he became such an accu-
rate diviner and raked in so much money. They
locked the diviner in jail. He told fortunes for others,
but he never figured his own fortune would turn out
so bleak! Therefore, harming others is just harming
yourself.
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During World War 11, a man by the name of Fei Fan-
jitu lived in Shanghai. He practiced reciting Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name every day. During the Sino-
Japanese war Shanghai was constantly being shelled,
and so he decided to move from his house to avoid
the bombing. Right after he moved, his house was
completely destroyed by a bomb. After staying four
or five days at the new shelter, he got the notion that
this place wouldn’t be safe, either. So he moved
again. He moved to the “Concession Zone,” an area
that was loaned to foreigners. That was an area that
the westerners had leased from China to dwell in,
and the Japanese didn’t dare bomb that area.

After living in the Concession Zone for a while,
Fei Fanjiu thought that it wasn’t safe either; but that
area was surrounded by electric fencing and there
was no way he could leave. Right at that time, when
he was in a quandary as to what he should do, he saw
a child. The child said, “You’d better get out of here
quickly; the Japanese army is on its way!” Suddenly
he saw a place in the electric fence about two feet
wide that was broken just enough of a space to crawl
through. He managed to get his mother, his wife and
his children out of the area through this hole in the
fence. When they had all gotten out, the guards who
had been on sentry duty were astonished’ they
couldn’t figure out how those people had gotten
through. Fei Fenjiu then turned back to look for the
child, but the child was nowhere to be seen. He
looked back at the electric fence and the hole wasn’t
there. He was really puzzled. In this way he was
saved from “the terror of the battlefield.” From this
incident we can see the power of Guanshiyin Bodhi-
sattva is truly inconceivable. Now that we know
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva protects those who recite his
name, we should bring forth genuine faith and a sin-
cere resolve to recite his name.
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Bowing is Worshipping, What is worshipping?
What is bowing? Worshiping is bowing. Someone said
that bowing to the Buddha is superstitious. Some of the
Buddha statues are made of wood, some are made of gold,
and some are made of silver, while others are of bronze,
metal, or mud. If Buddhas are made by people, what is
the use of bowing? Isn’t it superstitious? This is not su-
perstitious. When we bow to the Buddha, we first get rid
of the pride in our mind. Secondly, we then generate a
gentle mind. Gentle means not being stubborn but rather
having a respectful mind. After Buddha attained Buddha-
hood, people bow to him. Before he became Buddha, he
bowed to other Buddhas. In one of his many past lives,
Shakyamuni Buddha was the Never Slight Beings Bodhi-
sattva. He would bow to whoever he met. He said, “I
don’t dare look down at you because you all will become
Buddhas.” When Shakyamuni Buddha became a Buddha,
a lot of people bowed to him. Unless you don’t want to
become a Buddha, and rather become a devil ghost or an
animal, then you don’t bow to Buddhas. Many people
think that being a dog or a pig is even better than being a
human, because they get protected and are well-fed, and
they do not need to work. This kind of thinking is too
clever. Extreme cleverness is the same as stupidity. You
don’t need to bow to the Buddha if you want to be a ghost
or an animal. You have to bow to Buddhas if you want to
be a Buddha. How do you bow to a Buddha then? Bow-
ing in front of a Buddha can eradicate vast offenses as
many as grains of sand in a river. Offenses from limitless
kalpas past will be destroyed when you bow to Buddha.
This is the merit and virtue of bowing to Buddha. While
bowing to Buddha can eradicate the heavy offenses of
birth and death, what if you don’t want to bow to Bud-
dha? What will happen is that no one will bow to you at
the time when you become a Buddha because you didn’t
and don’t bow to Buddha in the first place. Bowing to
Buddha is bowing to the Buddha in your self-nature. Be-
ing a Buddha is being the self-nature Buddha in the fu-
ture. Does the phrase “offering to limitless Buddhas”
mean that we should walk to the front of each Buddha and
make offerings to all the limitless Buddhas? It is not nec-
essary. It is physically impossible for us to use our two
legs to walk in order to make offerings to all Buddhas,
and there is no way for you to ride on a horse and search
everywhere for all Buddha to make an offering. You even
couldn’t make it by driving a car. Buddhas exist in this
world, other worlds, and limitless worlds. The number of
Buddhas is the same as all the grains of sand in the
Ganges River.
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It doesn’t matter whether you are to take a car, ship,
or airplane to seek all the Buddhas; it is not that easy to
find even one. So, where is the Buddha? The Buddha is
in front of you; in front of you is the Buddha. You can’t
miss him; he is in front of you. There is a saying that
says, “the Buddha is the mind, and the mind is the Bud-
dha.” If you have an utmost sincere mind to make offer-
ings to the Buddha, Buddha will accept your offering. So
where exactly is the Buddha? Buddha is existing and
non-existing. He does not exist in any one place, but
there are no places that he does not exist. In all the empty
space of the Dharma Realm are Buddhas. There is no
Buddha in any place if you don’t have an utmost sincere
mind. Therefore, we must be very respectful when we
bow. You can’t look around, looking to the east, west,
front or back. You can’t be like that. If you do such
things, you are without a mind of sincerity. You have to
be single-minded when you bow to the Buddha. You
have to single-mindedly recite mantras when it's the time
for reciting. When you are bowing to Buddhas or reciting
mantras in this Buddha Hall, your mind can’t run upstairs
when you hear some voices coming from upstairs, or
wander downstairs when there are sounds coming from
downstairs, or run to the door when there are sounds.

There’s nothing more important than bowing to
Buddhas. Reciting sutras or mantras are more important
than anything else, too. Unless you are the one who is in
charge of business, then you should not go and try to han-
dle the matter. If no one asks you to handle the matter,
you shouldn't interfere with other people's business. If
you bow with your utmost concentration and sincerity,
then that is true offering to Buddhas. True bowing to
Buddha requires total concentration, using a single mind
to bow to Buddha, to recite sutras and mantra; you can
gain the benefit of correspondence this way. People
asked me why they haven’t gained any accomplishment
by cultivating in bowing to Buddhas, reciting sutras and
mantras for these many years? What kind of accomplish-
ment do you want? You have false thinking while bow-
ing to Buddha. You are bowing to Buddha and having
false thoughts, thinking about other things at the same
time, and so how can you have any response? Therefore,
cultivating the way requires single-mindedness. | had told
you before that while | was studying, nothing could dis-
turb me, even sounds of hitting drums or bells next to me.
I wouldn’t be disturbed by these sounds and 1 still could
concentrate on reading. Was it that | couldn’t hear the
sounds of the bell and drum? No, | could hear it, but it
wouldn’t move my mind of studying. We should be like
that while bowing to Buddha. We should single-mindedly
bow to Buddha without being distracted. We should re-
cite a verse while bowing to Buddha. What is this verse?
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It is “The worshipped and the worshipper are empty and
still in nature.” The “worshippers” are us, the living be-
ings who worship all Buddhas. The ones we are wor-
shipping are the Buddhas of the ten directions. “I”, this
living being can worship, I worship all Buddhas of the ten
directions. These two, the worshipped and the worship-
per, are both empty. If it is empty, then we don’t need to
bow to them. What are we bowing to them for? The self
nature is empty and that non-doing is empty, but if you
want to certify the dharma of non-doing, then you should
start from this doing. Therefore, if you haven’t certified
this emptiness, the principle of emptiness, then you can’t
say that | don’t need to bow to Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
or accept bowing since it is empty. Its origin is empty.
The source is empty and this is true emptiness, but you
need to start from wonderful existence. You start from
worship and therefore, it is called “the worshipper and the
worshipped is empty and still in nature.” “The response
and the Way are intertwined inconceivably,” and so even
though the nature is empty, there is a response between
them and this response is inconceivable.

Buddhas accept your worshipping when you bow to
them and will help you to accumulate your blessings and
wisdom. This is “the response and the way are inter-
twined inconceivably.” “This Way Place of mine is like a
wish-fulfilling pearl,” “The Buddhas manifest in it.” My
Way Place is like the jewel pearl of the Shakra. Every-
thing will manifest in the jewel pearl. The transformation
bodies of the Buddhas and the Bodhisattvas of the ten di-
rections will manifest in the jewel pearl. “l now manifest
before the Buddha,” | now bow to the Buddhas here and
my imaginative bodies will manifest before all Buddhas.
Therefore, you are offering to all Buddhas when you
make offerings to one Buddha. Offering to all Buddhas is
offering to one Buddha. Both my body and the bodies of
all Buddhas will manifest in the jewel pearl. “Bowing
down, I return my life in worship.” Bowing with my head
and my face touching the feet of the Buddhas, | return my
life in worship. Therefore, you have to be sincere and
concentrate on bowing to Buddhas. You may add a spe-
cific name of the Buddha in the verse while bowing to
that Buddha. For example, if | am bowing to Shakyamuni
Buddha, I will say “Shakyamuni Buddha manifests in it. |
now manifest before Shakyamuni Buddha, bowing, and |
return my life in worship.” If you bow to Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva, you would say The Guan Shi Yin Bodhi-
sattva manifests in it. I now manifest before the Guan Shi
Yin Bodhisattva, bowing, | return my life in worship.”
The response is inconceivable if you can be single-
minded while bowing. Therefore, no matter who we are,
we should recite the name of the Buddha.



PRURLIEEI L - Tl FileRgl e =5 =1y
B PR R o TRER
fﬁ;%[ﬂﬁt JJ~ Hoo s ﬂﬂ[ﬁ V‘%ﬁﬁ‘f\ﬁ“ﬁj r I »
SRR R e R R N R G E S
QP PRl AL L R D
Tl T RERL T T o 3 PR R B -
ﬁﬁfé@p@ﬁ (R MEPYOR IR o)
BRI RN EREE - -
=5 (3 bO RIS L3R (e~ 25 PR T
ﬁ%@ﬂ@ﬂﬁ%:%Toﬁﬁirgﬁ i
A e ? ) el g E‘E’ﬁﬁﬁ B Y

ffp IB'H%:EJI%?E' JELRLT T RIERRY fl BAN
a1 Bl s (el <R o R o g B
ﬁkﬁfﬁ*?ﬂ’*$w%mm£@’ﬁﬁﬁ
i O Rt » BR o Pl S SO AR [’*’fﬁ‘ﬁﬁfﬁ
EER F”* TQL 7 /IEL :I,[_{f ’zwi%F ‘T‘ir”: F”* ;[&L,
Rl ﬂtJD%]gJ?mé RS IS "J PR E "&J
e Byl o BT xﬁ it £y P ekl IEF'JE' fel
[ o S B PRI P > ST R PRLRLIE F
Py » o 3 PU IR PV Y o B
U ~ LI s

0% N Il ’WE;&EWHI@“ B PITTRE  BR
JFF ’ﬂ[ﬁ u\%? if“ TRV e [l EE (B
SRy - A EL - e ﬁ’— I T2

FE S Ay uﬁ;}%ﬁ)ﬁj HT ?g‘jtw"‘ EEER-N I";fﬁt 2

AR = ﬁ&ijggb I FINIRE R -

While reciting the Buddha’s name, we can’t look around
when we hear sounds or movement; you can’t pay atten-
tion to it or any other issues. You have to be single-
minded while reciting the name of Buddha. You have to
concentrate when bowing to You have to concentrate
when bowing to Buddha. You have to concentrate when
making offerings. You have to concentrate when reciting
sutras, too. You must concentrate when reciting mantras
as well. Therefore, we should know nothing about
sounds near us when we are reciting sutras or mantras.
This is the samadhi of reciting mantras. You say you
haven’t received any response all these years; how could
you gain a response while you are having false thoughts?

The power of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repen-
tance is inconceivable. If read aloud, ten thousand
Buddhas will come upon to protect you and fulfill every
wish that is make. You will gain great wisdom if you
wish for wisdom. Your karmic obstacles will be eradi-
cated if you wish to rid yourself of karma. Your good
roots will blossom if you wish to enhance your good
roots. It is not the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance
that increases your good roots, but the Buddhas of the ten
directions who come to bestow you blessings, and there-
fore illnesses disappear and karma offences eradicated.
The Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance is very impor-
tant. All Buddhas of the past bowed to the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance, all Buddhas of the present now bow
to the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance, and all
Buddhas of the future will be accomplished by bowing to
the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. Even Venerable
Master Hsun Yun has bowed to the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance before.

I had met a person coming from Fu Jian Province,
who was suffering from cardiac disease and was in criti-
cal condition. Yet he still had the determination to bow
to the Flower Adornment Sutra. He bowed to every sin-
gle character in the Sutra; one bow for each character in
the sutra. This resulted in over 1000 bows a day. His
cardiac problem disappeared gradually without him real-
izing it. In order to gain this kind of response, one must
have an utmost sincere mind when cultivating Buddhism.
I can not stress the importance of bowing to the Buddhas
during the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. One who
does not bow to the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance
cannot really call oneself a cultivator.
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No Assembly today

Going to CTTB for Celebration of

Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Birthday

8

9:00 am—11:00
2 (Lecture)
1:10 pm — 4:00

Earth Store Sutra Recitation

15
9:00 am —11:00
TS (Lecture)

1:10 pm — 4:00

Earth Store Sutra Recitation

22
9:00 am —11:00
TS (Lecture)

1:10 pm — 4:00

Earth Store Sutra Recitation

29
8:30 am -3:30 pm
ZERTE

Medicine Master Repentance
10:00 am -11:00 am
PP

Dharma Lecture
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April 2007 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

MON —

TUE —

WED =

THU

Fr1 A

2

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

9

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

16

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

23

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

30

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance
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1:00 pm 1:00 pm
A s
Great Great
Compassion = Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
170 11

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
AR AEES
Great Great
Compassion = Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
17 18

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
AR “AEES
Great Great
Compassion = Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
24 25

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
s AU
Great Great
Compassion = Compassion
Repentance  Repentance

5 6
1:00 pm 9:00am (7-f')
R~ R
Great G ﬁ
Compassion Celebration of
Repentance B“Sll? Yin g
{e] 1sattva's

Birthday

1:10 pm

R

Great Compassion

Repentance
12 13
1:00 pm 1:00 pm
AR AR
Great Great
Compassion  Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
19 20
1:00 pm 1:00 pm
N AR
Great Great
Compassion  Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
26 27
1:00 pm 1:00 pm
AR AR
Great Great
Compassion  Compassion
Repentance  Repentance

SAT 7%

7

9:00 am

BEREE

Shurangama Mantra Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am

T (Lecture)

1:10 pm Z5E (Lecture)

* 3:00 pm VAT ILE
Pure Karma Society’s Class

14
9:00 am & [RE G
Amitabha Buddha Recitation

9:30 am -11:00 am
T3 (Lecture)
1:10 pm FH5F (Lecture)

21
9:00 am 4. [P'WE i
Amitabha Buddha Recitation

9:30 am —11:00 am
FFE (Lecture)
1:10 pm FH5F (Lecture)

28

9:00 am_&.[P'WE i

Amitabha Buddha Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am

T3 (Lecture)

1:10 pm %
Great Compassion Repentance
% 2:40 pm ¥ LR

Pure Land Investigation

BEELF
Rif 9 2 38 5 9

Please contact us

if you would like to participate!



May 2007 SCHEDULE

SuNH

5R% o FRERMAAL

MON —

TUE —

WED =

Of ACTIVITIES

THU Fr1 H SAT A

6
9:00 am ~3:30 pm
ST

Earth Store Sutra Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am
P

Dharma Lecture

13
9:00 am ~3:30 pm
SRR

Earth Store Sutra Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am
i

Dharma Lecture

20
ELUFABETYF
DRE S Ho B IHRE SR
RIS " YRR
No Assembly today

Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
Going to CTTB for Celebration

27
8:30 am ~3:30 pm
EEETHE

Medicine Master Repentance
10:00 am -11:00 am
PP

Dharma Lecture

10

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

14

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

21

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

28

1:00 pm
A
Great
Compassion
Repentance

1 2

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
Ravin A
Great Great
Compassion = Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
8 9

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
A AR
Great Great
Compassion  Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
15 16

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
A AR
Great Great
Compassion  Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
22 23

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
RN AR
Great Great
Compassion Compassion
Repentance  Repentance
29 30

1:00 pm 1:00 pm
RN RN
Great Great
Compassion Compassion
Repentance  Repentance

3 4 5
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am EBRSEE
{?.Ff%z ““\?,FE%: Shurangama Mantra Recitation
Great Great 10:00 am -11:00 am
Compassion Compassion FFE (Lecture)
Repentance  Repentance 1:10 pm I
Great Compassion Repentance
* 2 :40 pm ¥R ILE
Pure Karma Society’s Class
170 11 12
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am E.[FWE G
R AR Amitabha Buddha Recitation
gfeat ' gfeat ' 10:00 am -11:00 am ZH7E (Lecture)
ompassion Compassion s
Repeitance Repeitance £:10 pm &J'F[%
Great Compassion Repentance
% 2:40 pm 73 L3RR
Pure Land Investigation
17 18 19
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am *%&ZE% P [ Sk F‘%f
s s (i )Shakyamuni Buddha’s
Great Great Birthday ( daybefor Celebration)
Compassion  Compassion 110 pm “IH
Repentance  Repentance Great Compassion Repentance
% 2:40 pm ¥R VL AR
Pure Land Investigation
24 25 26
9:00 am 1:00 pm 9:00 am
% Py AR AP
TR g, Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Shakyamuni ~ Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
Buddha’s Repentance T3 (Lecture)
Litan 4

Great Compassion Repentance
% 2:40 pm ¥t VLM

Pure Land Investigation

o1 A WLF

1:00 pm

s Rt 98 2 3R I
Great

Compassion Please contact us
Repentance

if you would like to participate!
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Gold Mountain Monastery and Gold Sage Monastery will co-host the annual Cherishing Youth Day at Gold
Sage Monastery in San Jose on Sunday, May 6. This is a great family event. We welcome everyone to attend.
For more information, please contact Gold Mountain Monastery 415-421-6117
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SBHBED Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha's Birthday

SOE]Z A PR
IR E T fif‘l PRy
BT Al B
A £ |17 415-421-6117
Sunday May 20th

We will have bus going to the City of Ten Thousands for the event.
We welcome everyone to join us!
For details, please

contact Gold Moun-
tain Monastery
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= lﬂﬂ{%"ﬂﬁ [éﬁ?ﬁ : We will hold the Bathing Buddha Ceremony in Gold
B H B AR, s Mountain. We welcome everyone participate!
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