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How to Repay the Kindness of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas

.

h Pl P I S R PR R SR B SRR - S5 LRy
e EORPRE T (T E} E3 ’%FT 25 2k REE IR WWTH BRI R R B R o 7
P9~ iR > 2o g LS - BT RS i R ﬂ[E%]E[}j} e BV
VKPP [3% e ] j/ JE [N -

@é}/ﬁm beginningless time, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas have been giving up their very bodies
and lives in order to nurture us. And so we must bring forth the resolve for Bodhi in
order to repay their kindness, as well as the kindness of our parents and teachers and that of heaven and
earth. We should seek Buddhahood and vow to liberate all living beings. We should remember and be
grateful to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, as well as our parents and teachers. Human beings are

ranked equally with heaven and earth. We should not waste our precious lives. We should clearly
recognize the Buddhas’ and Bodhisattvas’ intent and the power of their vows, so that we don’t live our
human lives in vain.
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Talks on Dharma by Venerable Hua

IN THE NEW YEAR ' 71,

WE PRAY YOU'LL ALL BE HAPPY.

MAY YOUR BRAVEST HOPES UNFOLD,

YOUR EXCELLENCE ENRICH THE DHARMA
REALM.

MAY FORTUNE ACCORD WITH YOUR WISHES,
AND YOUR WISDOM AND BLESSINGS REACH THE
HIGHEST PEAKS

MAY LONG LIFE AND GLORY BE YOURS,

YOUR BODY AND MIND FLOURISH IN CLARITY.
MAY YOUR NATURE BE PURE, FULL AND BRIGHT.
ENLIGHTENMENT,

CONTEMPLATION—FREE AND AT EASE.

I have written some verses for you that is from SABA,
BLH and VBS addressed to all of our readers to wish
them a Happy New Year. The first sentence says,

The cyclical year is Hsin Hai, because this year is
‘Hsin Hai’ in the cyclical system.

We wish you all to be happy. This word does not mean
just one person but all our readers. It includes any-
body who is our reader and anybody who is not our

reader, all living beings are included in this word ‘you’.

Whoever sees our magazine, that is who it is. So we
hope you all are happy.  Happy means very happy.

May there be a great unfolding of your heroic plan.
May all your plans, everything you want, everything
you would like to do, no matter what it is, you can do it
now. ‘Heroic designs’ - if you want to be Emperor
you can do that, or if you want to be President you can
do that too. If you want to be President you can.
Things that nobody else can do you can do. Heroic
plans — for example, if you want to study the
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Buddhadharma you say, “I will certainly penetrate the
meaning of every single sutra, certainly understand
them all” this is also a heroic design. Greatly unfold
means to complete to perfect. If your hopes are ful-
filled in this way...

Your virtue universally fills the Dharma Realm. Eve-
ryone in the Dharma Realm that obtains the light of
your virtue, advantages.

As you will, lucky. Last year, nothing was as you
wanted it. But this year, you wanted to study and you
couldn’t study your books well. You wanted to go to
work, but you couldn’t find a job. Whatever it was
that you wanted to do, it didn’t come off. So this year
it is all going to work out. It will all be lucky.

Reaching to blessing and wisdom. You will have
blessings and wisdom. Both will be fulfilled.

Have long life and great flourishing. You will get rich.
In body and mind, clean and at peace.

You will be comfortable in body and mind, everything
peaceful and no problems, annoyances, hassles.

The nature is pure, perfect and bright. Your own na-
ture is pure and perfect. Round and bright, emitting
light. You put out light and so..

Enlightenment and contemplation are self-existent.
Independence — this contemplation self-existent is not
necessarily Kuan Shih Yin Bodhisattva. It just means
that your enlightenment is such that your contempla-
tion is self-existent.

Now | wish each of you a Happy New Year.
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Good Causes, Good Effects
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Talks on Dharma by Venerable Hua
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T here are all kinds of peculiar matters in this
world. Because peculiar causes were planted before,
now peculiar results appear. If we hadn’t planted a
certain cause, there wouldn’t be a corresponding effect,
we wouldn’t do any evil deeds, but would only do
good. People in this world cannot avoid cause and ef-
fect, yet no one can see the causes; we only see the
effects, the results. When retribution comes, we panic
and don’t know what to do, but it’s all because we
weren’t careful at the time the causes were planted. We
wait until we receive all kinds of strange retributions
and are then confounded by them.

In the Shurangama Sutra, which we are studying now,
the section on the Four Rules of Purity explains very
clearly about various kinds of strange, confusing
causes and effects. If you want to understand cause
and effect, then you should “do no evil, but only do
good.” Don’t spend your days thinking about how to
benefit yourself. Instead, think about how to benefit of
others, you don’t need to announce, “I often benefit
other people. I build temples and stupas, and | give to
the poor.” This isn’t something to talk about; you have
to actually do it. Consider helping people to be the
source of your happiness and your personal duty. Then
this world will naturally become wholesome.
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What Meaning Js There to a Muddled Cife?
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* gr . Talks on Dharma by Venerable Hua

T‘ flies, and the year has gone by
m ebefore we know it; the next year
is approaching. In the same way, people progress
from birth to old age and death without being aware of
it. Birth, old age, sickness, and death come in quick
succession as we pass the years in muddled confusion.
If we do not wake up to our own birth and death, then,
having been born muddled, we will also die muddled.
What meaning is there to this kind of life? Take a
look! In every country and family, every person is
taking this well-worn path of muddled birth and death;
we lead our muddled lives in total ignorance.
How does ignorance come about? One unenlightened
thought produces the three subtle attributes: the at-
tribute of karma, the attribute of manifestation, and the
attribute of turning. The three subtle attributes result
in all the various differences in our lives. Each indi-
vidual finds himself in various situations and each has
his own lot in life. Once we recognize what is going
on, we should make a great resolve to reach enlight-
enment and seek wisdom and understanding. Since the
Buddha has the greatest understanding and wisdom, he
is called the Great Enlightened One. If we want to stop
being muddled and attain understanding, we must first
do our best to get rid of our bad habits and faults, for
only then can our wisdom shine forth.
The lunar New Year is coming, and | hope everyone
will make a great resolve to seek enlightenment!

This day is already done,

And our lives are that much less.

We’re like fish in an ever-shrinking pond.

What joy is there in this?

Great assembly!

We should be diligent and vigorous,

As if our own lives were at stake.

Only be mindful of impermanence,

And be careful not to be lax.
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A Poor Woman Donates a Lamp

hen the Buddha lived in the country of Sravasti

in the Jeta Grove, at the Garden of the Bene-
factor of Orphans and the Solitary, everyday there
would be thousands upon thousands of people who go
and ask the Buddha about the Buddhadharma. A poor
woman in Sravasti named Nanda also went to listen to
the Buddha speak the Dharma. She saw how all the
kings, ministers and other wealthy disciples make of-
ferings of expensive items to the Buddha and she felt
bad that she had nothing to offer the Buddha. She has
to beg for her food even.

Nanda understood that her misfortunes were due to
causes in lives past. She did not dare to complain be-
cause this was a principle the Buddha expounded. She
knew that only through giving can she change her fate
of being impoverished. She also knew that if she had
wisdom, she would be able to plant good causes that
do not lead to suffering.

Finally one day, Nanda was very happy because she
received a piece of used clothing from her begging
round. She exchanged this article of clothing for a
penny, then bought an oil lamp with this penny. She
had a bright lamp to offer the Buddha. Nanda happily
lit the lamp before a Buddha image. She stood before
the Buddha image with her palms together and made a
wish, “May the light of this lamp eliminate the dark
ignorance in my mind that existed for so many lives.
May my past karmic obstructions be eliminated so that
| have great wisdom. Buddha! Please be compassion-
ate and help me!”
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Everyone hopes for a bright future, so there are one
offering after another of lamps before the Buddha im-
age. Before dawn the next day, Venerable Master
Madgalyayana went to check on the oil lamps and
discovered the lamps offered by the kings and great
ministers had already become very dim; however, the
flame to Nanda’s lamp was extremely bright as if it
were a new wick. When daylight came, Venerable
Madgalyayana tried to fan out the lamp but could not.
Other lanterns, however, had already gone out on their
own. Venerable Madgalyayana thought it was really
strange and asked the Buddha. The Buddha explained,
“Not only will we not be able to fan out the flame to
this lamp with our hands, but it will not die out even if
we poured the waters of the four seas over it or blow it
with a violent wind. It is gift made out of the owner’s
Bodhi resolve. Venerable Madgalyayana, when
someone makes a large donation out of conceit or wish
for fame, one will receive very little merit because the
giving is conditional.”

Just as the Buddha was talking at this point, Nanda
came to bow to the Buddha. The Buddha kindly ex-
tended his arm and patted Nanda on the head, be-
stowing her with this prediction, “In a future asank-
eyeya eon, you will become a Buddha named Light of
the Lamp and be replete with the ten honorable titles
of the Buddha.” Nanda then became a Bhikshuni in the
Buddha’s Sangha. Many members of the fourfold as-
sembly heard what the Buddha said, delighted, they
also vowed to give and light up the lamp in their hearts
as an offering to the Buddha.
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Celebration by People and Gods

F -

] the spring of 1945, the building left of the
”Cixing Monastery and portions of its guest

building were completely constructed. A worship
ceremony was to be held on March 16" for the Three
Sages of the West.

Starting on March 13", however, it seemed as if
the rain would continue for a while longer. Since the
Western Bliss Garden was founded, the volunteer re-
sponsibility for the food for the Dharma Assembly,
Upasika Gan Gwo Yan, said to the Venerable Master,
“Master, it is already the 15" looking at the way
things are now, it will be pouring rain tomorrow! The
roads will be muddy and difficult to walk, there will
probably be very few people coming. Should we pre-
pare fewer than our originally planned 100 tables?”

“One hundred tables,” the Venerable Master
resolutely answered. Gan Gwo Yan of courses com-
plies.

Unexpectedly though, that evening the pouring
rain stopped suddenly and it became sunny. On the
16" the sun was shining brightly, the air was cool and
clear. That day, nearly one thousand people from
Hong Kong, Kowloon, and other parts of the New
Territories came to attend the ceremony. The Buddha
Hall was completely packed. There were 97 tables of
vegetarian food for everyone and food at the three re-
maining tables was just enough to feed the volunteers
who stayed for lunch the next day.

According to the locals at Dayu Mountain, this
inauguration ceremony for the building left of the
Cixing Monastery broke records for the number of
participants attending any ceremony at this island in
the last several decades.
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The Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
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Date . 6/25/07 (Mon) ~6/30/07 (Sat) Training period for precepts

6/30/07 (Sat) Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts

Location : The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
Fees - Preceptees may make a donation as they wish according to their ability

Application deadline : April 8, 2007 is the deadline for the applications. Apply early because space is
limited. If space is full, no more applicant will be accepted.
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Gold Mountain Monastery Saturday Chinese School
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§|D|rii|ng| Semester 1/20/2007
Every Saturday 9:00 am ~12:20 pm 1:00 pm ~ 2:00 pm
Subject:  Chinese Class, Moral Conduct, Meditation, Chinese
Calligraphy & Brush Painting Class

Age : 5 to 16 years old
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February 2007 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

SunH MoON — | TUE = | WED = | THU Fr1 fi SAT 7
7 2 3
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
Great Great Shurangama Mantra Recitation
‘% i.g _=_ ﬁ?k ‘[ﬁ‘ i% '? Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am —11:00 am
. . , R 2 R I
The Water of Compassionate epentance cpentance i (Lecir;) .
Samadhi Repentance L:10pm 2
Great Compassion Repentance
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
B ST | s [ s apEf
Earth Store Sutra Recitation Great Great Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
l,é’}%e"jpﬁj Repentance Repentance | Repentance | Repentance | Repentance FH5E (Lecture)
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm %
Great Compassion Repentance
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 l‘;/g 5 (_ﬁ:_:_{ )
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm
i L R R N EXT 8:30 am
Earth Store Sutra Recitation Great Great Great Great Great
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion i’. %’A{%‘EE "f
l,é’}%e"jpﬁj Repentance Repentance | Repentance | Repentance | Repentance Flower Adornment Repentance
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm
Great Compassion Repentance
18 T—E|¥I- 19 20 21 22 23 24
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
8:30 am —3:30 pm A A A A AR S REG
ﬁ?gﬁ/ﬁl A Great Great Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
;f Lk Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
% mE\: IEEF 7J< [%‘?«‘ i Repentance Repentance |Repentance | Repentance | Repentance TSR (Lecture)
The Water of Compassionate ,
. i AN
Samadhi Repentance L:10 pm R
Great Compassion Repentance
25 26 27 28
8:30 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm
S g s |
Medicine Master Repentance Great Great Great
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion
l'é'}ge/ljnéj Repentance Repentance | Repentance
Dharma Lecture
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March 2007 SCHEDULE Of ACTIVITIES

Sun g MON — | TUE = | WED = | THU Fr1 # SAT 7
1 2 3
1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
s | s PR ¢
- > SRS Great Great Shurangama Mantra Recitation
. /%; %% % % h B3k ? Compassion | Compassion | 20:00 am ~11:00 am
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday | Repentance | Repentance ZT (Lecture)
3/31/07 L:10pm &
Great Compassion Repentance
4 5 6 7 8 9 170
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
A E AL RN Rn Rn iat i 4k
Earth Store Sutra Recitation Great Great Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
l'é'J*?;%IFI':::‘j‘ Repentance Repentance | Repentance |Repentance | Repentance TS (Lecture)
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm “IEE
Great Compassion Repentance
171 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
A E AL N Rn Rn iat it 4k
Earth Store Sutra Recitation Great Great Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
l'é'J*?;%IFI':::‘j‘ Repentance Repentance | Repentance |Repentance | Repentance TS (Lecture)
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm “IEE
Great Compassion Repentance
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
Eilig) AR A A AR AR A fRE
Earth Store Sutra Recitation Great Great Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha Recitation
10:00 am -11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion 10:00 am -11:00 am
l,é’}%g"jpﬁj Repentance Repentance | Repentance | Repentance | Repentance FH5S (Lecture)
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm 7
Great Compassion Repentance
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 am -3:30 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 9:00 am
e A A A AR A B A Lk R8T
Medicine Master Repentance Great Great Great Great Great Celebration of Gwan Yin
10:00 am —11:00 am Compassion Compassion | Compassion | Compassion | Compassion Bodhisattva’s Birthday
l'é'J*?;%IFI':::‘j‘ Repentance Repentance | Repentance Repentance | Repentance
Dharma Lecture 1:10 pm NI
Great Compassion Repentance
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Special Dharma Events for Lunar New Year

* ¥ R k% 8:30am

Avatamsaka Repentance

* A EZWAKEEE 830am-3:30pm

The Water of Compassionate Samadhi Repentance

WA W RSHE  ABEE
e A S R BEYE o
LR - R ARF% o
Greeting for New Year, Lighting Candle,
Pray for Blessing DharmaAssembly

Offer candle to Buddhas and transfer merit to individual, family members & living beings
Brighten Wisdom, Increase Blessing & Virtue, Peace in Family

FEHAn— 2/18 /2007 (EZ#B8) F18:30
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